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House of Representatives, May 1, 1856.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the
Order concerning Lippincott’s Gazetteer, have considered
the same, and

The cause of education has so often been acknowledged by
the State of Massachusetts, as one of the most vital importance
to the continuation of that high position to which she has at-
tained in morals and intelligence, that any thing like a special
plea in favor of a measure so manifestly calculated to promote
that cause, and increase the efficiency of our common schools,
as the one now proposed, would be a work of supererogation.
Your Committee, therefore, propose only to set forth some of
the most important considerations which have induced them to
report the accompanying Resolves. Among those considera-
tions, the most prominent was this,—the total want of any
standard for the pronunciation of geographical names; not
only is this the case in regard to the community generally who

Commontoialtt) M

REPO R T:



2 [May,RESOLVES.

make no special pretension to accuracy in matters of this kind,
but it applies with almost equal force to the teachers of our
schools, who should not only have a standard for themselves,
but be a standard for others.

It is true attempts have been made, from time to time, to
supply this deficiency, but till now nothing has appeared of
sufficient value to commend itself generally to the public, or to
which, in the opinion of your Committee, the State would be
justified in lending its sanction.

The work under consideration contains 2,190 closely printed
pages, comprising more matter than any other volume in the
English language. It contains 20,000 more geographical no-
tices than any other gazetteer.

We may, perhaps, be allowed to quote the following from
an article in the North American Review, written by Professor
Felton, of Cambridge; “ This volume is, in respect to com-
pleteness, accuracy, and variety of geographical information,
without an equal in the English language. We have used it
for several months as a book of reference, and have never
looked in vain for the information we desired. The arrange-
ments for easy reference are admirable. In the statistical
department, the most recent sources of information have con-
stantly been resorted to.”

It has also been commended in the highest terms by Mr.
Everett, Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Prescott, Dr. Worcester, Mr. Ban-
croft, and many other gentlemen of high literary distinction.

The question, perhaps, may be raised,—Why should this be
made a special case for the interference of the State? In
answer, your Committee beg leave to say, that they here find
an exigency which does not exist in any other case within
their knowledge. The want which this work is intended
to supply, is one that has been long and deeply felt by all
intelligent teachers and friends of education; it is certainly
not inferior in importance to that of a complete dictionary of
cur language; this the State has already supplied, and (as
we believe) to the general satisfaction of all parties. As in the
case of the dictionary, individual efforts would never have
effectually accomplished the work of its general introduction,
so in this case our only hope of establishing a uniform and
correct system of geographical pronunciation in our schools, is
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in the action of the State. Teachers cannot be expected to take
it upon themselves to furnish this book for the school-room, as
the reform, which it is designed to introduce, would add very
materially to their labors at least for a considerable time. Some
enthusiastic and self-sacrificing teachers would,
procure the work at their own expense, and cheerfully under-
take the additional labor; but we submit that those who would
most need the information which this work furnishes, would
be least likely to avail themselves of it.

It will be observed that the Resolves, as reported, do not
propose that the whole expense of the Gazetteer shall be paid
by the State,—as was done in the case of the dictionary,—
one-half is to be paid by the State, and the other half by the
districts applying for the work.

This fact, taken in connection with the very low price which
the Resolves fix upon the work,—the excellent paper, clear
type, and substantial form in which the book is bound, will,
we doubt not, remove any scruples on the score of expense.

In review of all these considerations, the important deficiency
to be supplied, the excellent material now presented, and the
very favorable terms on which the work may be procured,—
your Committee feel satisfied that in reporting these Resolves,
they are presenting a subject to the legislature which, favorably
received, will redound to the honor of the Commonwealth and
the ultimate benefit of the entire community.

Signed, on behalf of the Committee,

JOHN LITTLEFIELD.
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RESOLVES

Concerning Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer.

Resolved, That the secretary of the Board of Education be,
and hereby is, authorized to furnish each district and other
public school in the Commonwealth, except primary schools, a
copy of the “ Revised Edition ” of Lippincott’s “ Pronouncing
Gazetteer of the World” : provided, that one-half the cost of
said copy shall be paid by those applying for the same : and
further provided, that the entire cost of each copy shall not
exceed four dollars.

Resolved, That the school committee of each town and
city in the Commonwealth be, and hereby is, authorized to
obtain from the secretary of the Board of Education, said
Gazetteer, in accordance with the foregoing Resolve: and,
furtherprovided, that the application of said committee shall
be accompanied by a certificate, that one-half the cost of said
Gazetteer applied for has been paid to the publishers of said
work.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six.


