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House of Representatives, May 7, 1856.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an
Order relating to shade trees, have considered the same, and
report the accompanying Bill.

GEO. H. DEVEREUX, Chairman.

Commontoraltlj of £HagBftcl)ttsettg.



2 [May,PLANTING OF SHADE TREES.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect, 1. The mayor and aldermen of any city, or
2 the selectmen of any town, or any municipal officer,
3 to whom the care of the streets or roads may be in-
-4 trusted by them, may authorize the planting of shade
5 trees wherever it may not interfere with the public
6 travel or with private rights; and such trees, planted
7 pursuant to such license, shall be deemed and taken
8 to be the private property of the person or persons,
9 or corporations so planting them, or upon whose

10 premises they may be planted, and may be protected
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11 as such, in the same manner as any other private
12 property; and shall not be deemed a nuisance, or
13 abated as such, except upon complaint made to the
14 mayor and aldermen or selectmen, aforesaid, who
15 shall, in case of complaint, cause such trees to be re-
-16 moved, if the public necessity shall seem to them to
17 require their removal.

1 Sect. 2. Any person or persons who shall wan-
-2 tonly injure, deface, tear or destroy any ornamental or
3 shade tree or shrub, statue, fountain, vase, or other
4 plant or fixture of ornament or utility, in any street,
5 road, square, court, park, public garden or other en-
-6 closure, shall be liable to a penalty of not less than
7 five nor more than one hundred dollars, to be recov-
-8 ered by complaint, in any court of competent juris-
-9 diction,—one-half of which penalty shall go to the

10 complainant, and the other half to the person or per-
il sons, corporation or corporations, upon whose prop-
-12 erty, or within whose premises, the trespass may have
13 been committed.




