
HOUSE....,■No. 283.

House of Representatives, May 8, 1856.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was
recommitted the Bill concerning Draw-Bridges, have considered
the same, and report the Bill in a new draft.

A. H. TEMPLE, Chairman.
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lu the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Six.

AN ACT
Concerning Charles River and Warren Bridges.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor
fives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. There shall he provided for Charles River
2 Bridge, and for Warren Bridge, a steady and discreet
3 person for draw-tender.

1 Sect. 2. Said draw-tender shall have full control
2 and direction, (under the rules and directions of the
3 agent or superintendent,) of the passing of all vessels
4 through said draw ; he shall give all necessary advice,
5 and furnish proper facilities for said passing; he shall
ti allow no unnecessary detention, having due regard
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7 and caution for the public travel; he shall be ready,
8 day and night, to open the draw. And the agent, or
9 superintendent, shall have posted up, in some con-

10 spicnous place, for the inspection of all persons in-
-11 terested therein, a written or printed copy of his
12 regulations, conforming to the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 3. Every commander or master of a vessel
2 applying to pass the draw, shall give the draw-tender
3 a true report of his vessel’s extreme breadth, (when
4 required so to do ;) he shall be governed by the draw-
-5 tender, as to the priority of right, when two or more
6 vessels apply to pass at the same time; he shall so
7 place his buoys, warping-lines, anchors or cables, as
8 neither to interfere with other vessels, or obstruct the
9 bridge, except as he may be authorized by the draw-

10 tender or agent, and vessels shall go to the right in
11 passing up and down, according to the tide, if practi-
-12 cable, unless otherwise directed by the draw-tender.

1 Sect. 4. Any person obstructing such draw-tender
2 in the performance of his duty, as prescribed by this
3 act, or violating the provisions of this act, shall, upon
4 conviction thereof, pay a fine of not less than three,
5 nor exceeding fifty dollars.

1 Sect. 5. Any person who shall break, deface or
2 impair either of said bridges, wharves or piers, or
3 shall, unnecessarily, open or obstruct the draw, with-
-4 out the consent of the draw-tender, or shall, without
5 the consent of such draw-tender, make fast or moor
6 to such bridge, any scow, raft, or other vessel, within
7 wake of the draw, shall, upon conviction thereof, pay



[May, ’56.4 DRAW-BRIDGES.

8 a fine of not less than three nor more than twenty
9 dollars; and any city marshal or constable, within

10 whose jurisdiction such obstruction may occur, shall
11 have power, upon the complaint of such draw-tender,
12 to remove the commander or master, and remove such
13 vessel at the owner’s expense.

1 Sect. 6. If any vessel shall, through the negli-
-2 gence or carelessness of the master, or others having
3 charge of such vessel, injure or damage said bridge,
4 wharf or pier, such vessel, her master and owners,
5 shall pay for repairing such damage, with costs for
6 collecting the same.

1 Sect. 7. If any person shall wilfully injure or
2 damage said bridge, wharf or pier, or shall wilfully
3 disturb or hinder the draw-tender in the discharge of
4 his duties, as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay for
5 each offence a penalty of not less than fifty, nor
6 greater than one hundred dollars, to the use of the
7 Commonwealth, to be recovered by indictment or in-
-8 formation in any court of competent jurisdiction, and
9 such person so offending shall be further liable to

10 answer in damages to the Commonwealth : provided,

11 that nothing in this act shall be construed as intend-
-12 ing to impair or affect the legal rights of any person
13 whatever.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


