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H ouse of R epresentatives, January 3, 1856.

Ordered, That Messrs. Pollard, of Taunton, Conant, of Scituate, and 
Temple, of Framingham, be a Committee to tender the thanks of the House 
of Representatives to Rev. R aymond II. Seeley, for his Election Sermon, 
and request a copy of the same for publication.

Adopted.

W . E. P. HASKELL, Clerk.





(C o m tn n n n iM ltjj- n f  B t o r j i t *

H ouse op R epresentatives, January 15, 1856.

The Committee appointed to tender the thanks of this House to Rev. 
tAt mond H. Seeley, for his Sermon delivered before the Executive and 

t " o  branches of the Legislature, and request a copy of the same for pub- 
ication, have performed the duty assigned them, and report that they have 

received h!s compliance with that request, with a copy of the Discourse, which 
18 hereWlth SUbmitted- They also report the accompanying Order.

AN D REW  POLLARD, Chah 'man.

H ouse op R epeesentatives, January 15, 1856.

T1" ,h“ “ nd “ P‘"  “ « H «lo n  d,],v,„d t ,
“  I H- and b „ « t o  ; f
the Legislature, be printed for the use of the House.

W . E. P. HASKELL, Clerk.
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2 Samuel ix iii . 3, 4.

He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he 
shall be as the light of the morning when the sun riseth, even a morning 
without clouds ; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear 
shining after rain.

1 ms passage is selected from a brief poem, or psalm, 
which is introduced by the statement (evidently penned 
by another hand) that it contains the “ last words” of 
a Monarch who had been one of the best of rulers.

Whether we are to understand that this is the last 
psalm he was inspired to write, or, that it was his last 
address to his successor, on yielding the sceptre to his
hands, is not easy to be ascertained, nor essential to be 
known.

■Suffice it, that the text announces a sentiment cher
ished by one who had had long and much experience 
m the administration of government, and that it was 
probably addressed to a beloved son who was to 
succeed him on the throne of Israel.

It is also an interesting fact, that the son, profiting
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by the father’s precepts, advanced the prosperity and 
glory of his country, till his reign was among the 
most brilliant and best in the annals of his nation, and 
among the most remarkable in the history of the world.

The critics have found some difficulty in the inter
pretation of the text; but we prefer to take it as it 
reads in the common version, and educe from it the 
most obvious lessons.

It speaks of the civil authority in the singular num
ber, because, at the time it was penned, the govern
mental power was mostly concentrated in some single 
hand. But it announces a principle, and teaches a 
truth, that are confined in their application to no age 
nor administration; but are adapted to all times and 
all forms of civil polity.

“ He thatruleth over men must be ju s t"— whether he 
be prince or president; whether ordaining laAvs at his 
sovereign pleasure and administering them according 
to his own w ill; or whether he be one of several to 
whom authority is delegated by the people, and lim
ited by written laws.

“ Ruling in the fear o f  God." He must act at all 
times under a sense of his accountability to the Su
preme Sovereign of the Universe.

“  And he shall be as the light o f  the morning when the 
sun riseth, even a morning without clouds ; as the tender 
grass springing out o f  the earth bg clear sinning after 
rain." His influence on society —  on the nation —  is 
like the morning light when heaven and earth are
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gilded by the beams of the rising sun, and there is 
not a cloud to dim his glories, or obstruct his rays. 
It is beautiful and prolific of good, as the tender 
grass springing in the warm sunshine after showers, 
covering the earth with verdure and gladdening the 
hearts of men.

W e are thus led to contemplate The character and 
influence of good rulers : and to some thoughts on this 
subject permit me to invite your attention.

I. Their character.
It has been well said, by a celebrated writer, that 

rulers should be “ able men ” —  and it must be granted 
that ability is a prime condition of excellence. But to 
be good rulers they should be more than the possessors 
of ability— they should also be “ ju st” men; —  men of 
honest intentions ; keeping selfishness in subordination 
to integrity ; abiding by the principles of rectitude in 
official conduct, as in private life ; fairly deciding be
tween conflicting interests ; enacting and administer
ing laws with impartiality.

Affairs of the greatest moment are committed to 
their hands. A  state — a nation, is to be governed ; 
the intelligence, the morals and happiness of the peo
ple are to be preserved from injury and promoted ; 
right is to be maintained, and wrong discountenanced ; 
material resources are to be developed, industrial en
terprise encouraged, and the general prosperity ad
vanced.

2
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These are noble objects, and demand genuine noble
ness in those who bear the sceptre. They are not to 
be achieved by inferior and selfish men —  by those 
whose vision is bounded by the lines of party ; by 
those who can only inquire, what is temporarily pol
itic, what will advance some private ends, or party 
interests. They require men of comprehensive views, 
patriotic aims, incorrupt principles —  men who, while 
they remember that wisdom and prudence are neces
sary in the administration of public affairs, are neither 
afraid, nor unaccustomed, to do tv hat they believe to be 
right, what the public good demands, what is just to 
the different classes of society, to the country, to hu
manity.

AY e are also informed that a high, religious sense of 
obligation is a characteristic of good rulers. They 
rule in the fear o f  God.

The intellectual and moral natures of mankind as
sert the accountability of men —  of all men to a higher 
power ; and, in proportion to their individual opportu
nities and abilities, it is evident their individual obli
gations are increased.

The position of those hi elevated civil stations — to 
whose guidance the intellectual, social, and moral des
tinies of the land they govern, are, to such an extent 
committed —  is, therefore, one of very great responsibil
ity. They are responsible for the direct results and 
remote consequences of their measures. They are re
sponsible for more. For, since civil rulers are central
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luminaries, from whom silent influences radiate in all 
directions, as light from the sun, they are also answei- 
able, for the character and tendency of these influ
ences, to Him who “ accepted) not the persons of 
princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the pool.

If kings do not fear God, they are wont to have 
little regard for man; and the best safeguard against 
injustice and oppression is removed.

With elective rulers the case is somewhat different. 
They are limited as to their powers, liable to have their 
conduct scanned by the people, and to have their sta
tions filled by others. But it is manifest that they 
should fear something besides the caucus, that they 
too should rule “ in the fear of God."

In proportion as one is elevated in station and honor, 
his views should be generous, his principles pure and 
lofty. He who brings to the rule of a nation, views, 
aims, and abilities, adapted to control the affairs of an 
obscure village, is the laughing-stock of fools, and a 
curse to the country. All good citizens rejoice when 
he vanishes into private life and just oblivion. One 
who governs a state should be actuated by higher mo
tives than one who rules a township ; he who sways 
the destinies of an empire, than he who presides only- 
over a province.

But what views are so appropriate, wliat principles 
so safe for the public interests, what motives so pure, 
so noble, so fit to inspire a ruler of men, as those of 
him who feels that lie is responsible to the “ King of
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kings,” for the character and influence of his admin- 
istration! The highest style of ruler, “ is a man of 
ability, who, on assuming, and while holding the reins 
of government, acknowledges his accountability to 
G od ; who feels that he is bound by the most sacred 
obligations to render equal and exact justice to all, to 
seek the happiness of all, to support the interests of 
morality and humanity, and to promote the common 
weal.

Such a one is a divinely ordained prince of men. 
The Almighty has enstamped on his consecrated in
tellect and heart the impress of true nobility. It mat
ters little whether he was elected, or born, to office. 
He has the highest title to legitimacy. He rules jure 
divino.

Any other is a quack, a pretender, a usurper, though 
he may have derived his title from a long succession of 
kings, or been chosen to office by the unanimous voice 
of a nation. For “ he that ruleth over men must he 
just, ruling in the fear o f God." It is the requirement 
of H im from whom every legitimate commission to 
govern, and all genuine success in government, are 
equally derived.

II. Let us next contemplate the influence of such 
rulers.

1. It is manifest that those who occupy the high 
places of civil power, may do much to encourage or 
discourage the working talent of the people, and turn.
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tlicir minds to the honest industries of life, or toward 
schemes that have little profit, either in their begin
ning- or ending.

Laws may be so framed and administered, as to give 
success and honor to the upright, the industrious, and 
the honorable —  or, so as to favor the increase and 
operations of those classes which are positively inju
rious to society —  drones, and worse than drones.

The advantage may all be thrown on the side of the 
idle, and the vicious, and the unprincipled, by the op
eration even of those laws that give promise of better 
things : —  as when, in the attempt to save unfortunate 
poverty from the clutches of hard-hearted avarice, the 
honest creditor is placed at the mercy of the dishonest 
debtor ; —  or when, by legal quips and judicial decis
ions, the will of the great majority of a State —  fairly 
expressed on the Statute Book —  is circumvented and 
defied, while a few corrupt and knavish men are per
mitted to enrich themselves in pursuits which demor
alize society, and which good men and honorable men 
cannot adopt.

The disposition to pursue the ends of life by legit
imate methods —  with honest application and patient 
toil, —  a disposition never too strong in any commu
nity—  may be injured and weakened by improper gov
ernmental acts and influences, till multitudes, breaking 
loose from the healthful laws and restraints and pur
suits of social life, seek to “ live by their wits”— live 
on the industrious, live on the upright, live by defalca-



14

tions, live by downright scoundrelism. And, when 
these things are done with impunity —  through the in
sufficiency of the laws, or an inefficient, improper ad
ministration of them, —  the very foundations of public 
morals, the true basis of public prosperity, and the 
stability of the State itself, are endangered.

Whatever tends to weaken the hand of honest in
dustry, to check the disposition to healthful industrial 
enterprise, imperils the material thrift, the business 
prosperity, the virtuous principles, and the happiness 
of the people ; —  and this may be done in many 
ways.

It is done, when corporations are vested with privi

leges that necessarily infringe private rights ; and when 

individuals are allowed advantages over corporations 

which they do not, and ought not to possess over each 

other. It is done, when the interests o f the public are 

sacrificed to promote those o f personal or party favorites. 

It is done when, by the enactment o f bad laws, or the 

loose, uncertain execution o f good ones, justice cries in 

the streets, and idleness, vice, and eAnl pursuits, and the 

practice o f public and private plunder are regarded as 

the surest, easiest, speediest paths to honor and success. 

It is done when the spirit o f Avar is fostered, and the 

fiery materials that lie in tl e bosom o f society, are so 

fanned that they are ready to inflame the nation and 

destroy the public peace ; — Avhen, i f  Avar is not actually 

produced, the public mind is perpetually directed that 

way, and quarrelsome, Avarlike tendencies, like jets of
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flame on a volcanic surface, are bursting out in all di
rections. It is done when there is so little wisdom in 
public measures, and so little stability in public policy, 
that it is impossible for the most sagacious to discover 
where capital may be invested, or business energies 
applied, with a fair prospect of success.

But, when a good ruler —  an able, upright, God-fear
ing man, lays his hand on the springs of government, 
the whole machinery moves in a very different manner, 
and to much better purpose. Understanding the art 
of government, knowing what are the true elements of 
prosperity, and the proper methods of managing them 
—  willing to keep self in subservience to the great 
interests confided to his charge, and subordinating 
those party and personal partialities, which ever will 
exist, to the demands of justice and the public good—- 
he promotes the industrious habits, the material wel
fare and happiness of the people. His influence, like 
the atmosphere, penetrates every dwelling of man, 
within the bounds of his domain. Like the morning 
light, it gladdens every heart, and both rich and poor 
rejoice together.

Under such a ruler, vice is repressed by wise and good 
law's well administered; violence, disorder, injustice, 
and inhumanity, are reprobated; wise and stable public 
measures secure the confidence of the thoughtful and 
the support of the upright; a fair opportunity is given 
for the arts of peace to flourish; and so industry is 
encouraged, material resources are developed, employ-
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ment is given to the laboring head and hand, the gains 
of the opulent increase, the mouths of the poor are 
filled with bread, the land smiles under prosperous 
shies, and contentment spreads her dewy pinions over 
a cheerful, hopeful, sober people.

2. Such rulers secure and maintain respect fo r  law 
and authority.

It is one of the most solemnly taught and fre
quently repeated lessons of history, that, while the 
sentiment of respect for law and authority may be 
deepened, and led into profitable channels by those in 
power, it may also be vitiated and weakened by the 
same instrumentality, until civilization is dissolved, as 
in the seats of ancient empire, or revolution prepares 
the way for its re-establishment, as in France.

Perhaps there is no more striking illustration of the 
evil influence of incompetent, unwise, unprincipled 
fulers, than that presented by the later French Mon
archy. From the times of Louis X IV ., the principle 
of authority is pressed to the extremest point of en
durance, while nothing is done to conserve i t ; but there 
is much in the general conduct of princes and nobles 
to destroy it. This process continues till every one is 
thoroughly convinced that the laws made by those in 
power, like their private life, have no respect to j ustice 
nor the fear of God.

And now, when these rulers have kept Punic faith 
with their Protestant subjects ; when they have sapped 
the foundations of the nation’s virtue, by banishing or
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exterminating these adherents of true religion and 
possessors of sound morality ; when they have opened 
the gates, and smoothed the way for universal skepti
cism, while, in the dissoluteness of their characters 
and the tyranny of their rule, they illustrate and en
force the doctrines of the Jacobins; they have made 
ready the public mind for the horrors of the guillotine, 
and the reign of Robespierre. All respect for law and 
all confidence in rulers are abolished. The sense of 
duty is entirely extinguished in the mad passion for 
individual rights. All regard for religion is subverted, 
except for those superstitious forms of it, to which the 
natural conscience never fails, in the end, to drive those 
Avho repudiate, or are ignorant of the spirit and power 
of that which is true. An injury is thus done to 
the nation itself which centuries may not remove.

Such is the influence of improper rulers in the State, 
whether it be Monarchical or Republican. The senti
ment of reverence for law, authority, and order, is 
weakened, at the same time, in the minds of both the 
good and the bad. The former can have no respect 
for statutes which are framed for the encouragement, 
or protection of evil; nor for that authority which 
tramples on truth and righteousness. The latter, 
having no respect for themselves, can have none for 
the laws or the rulers —  when the one are conformed 
to their wishes, and the others are men after their own 
hearts —  who so bear the sword that it is more of a 
terror to the good than to the evil.

3
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In popular governments tlie spectacle is sometimes 
witnessed of an attempt to please every-body —  in 
which just laws are passed to gain the approval of 
good men, and left unenforced, to secure the favor of 
bad ones. The basis of authority is thus mined under 
both sides at once.

Results equally disastrous follow, when rulers, pos
sessing no fixed political ideas or principles of their 
own, become basely subservient to the clamors of the 
multitude —  when popular applause is the aim of pub
lic measures. Then the helm of State, slipping from 
the feeble hands that would hold it, swings idly with 
the motion of the waves, and,

“  Like a vagabond flag upon the stream,
Goes to and back, lackeying the varying tide,
To rot itself with motion.”

Just rulers arc slow in the adoption of new princi
ples of legislation, and seek, both in the enactment 
and enforcement of laws, to secure justice, favor virtue, 
and promote the common welfare. Recognizing their 
responsibility to God, they neither incline to tyranny 
and oppression, nor seek so much to gain, as to de
serve, the popular favor. And, when this is the case —

“  When he that fills an office, does esteem 
The occasion it presents of doing good,
More than the perquisite —

the people arc doubly blessed —  in the institutions they 
revere, and in the reverence they cherish. Then the
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State is justly proud of her Lawgivers and her 
laws, of her children' and the order they maintain. 
Then the hills are levelled, the valleys exalted, and 
the paths made straight for further progress. Then 
the foundations of future prosperity are broadly, 
deeply laid, below the frosts of those winters which 
occur in the history of nations as in the circling 
years.

3. The administration and the personal example of 
such rulers exert a happy influence on the national 
character.

The distinction between the actual character and 
the reputation of a people, is as broad, and the differ
ence between the two may be as wide, as in the case of 
an individual; and it is possible for rulers to increase 
the reputation, while destroying the character of a na
tion.

This is frequently the case when the sceptre is held 
by a great military commander —  an Alexander, a 
Caesar, a Napoleon —  whose ruling passion, and only 
aim, is military glory.

Such rulers are wont to produce in the public mind 
a sensitiveness to praise for warlike exploits, a thirst 
for military renown, and such an insane eagerness for 
war and bloodshed, that the whole energies of the peo
ple are turned in this direction, while personal bravery 
is regarded as the highest idea, if not the sum total, 
of virtue.

In such circumstances, the real virtues —  those ele-
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ments which enter into the composition of all good 
character, are overlooked. Industry, honesty, content
ment, kindliness of heart, and the home-affections, are 
forgotten or despised; and so it comes to pass that, 
while the renown of the nation is rising to the zenith, 
its actual character is descending to the nadir, and the 
way preparing for disaster and downfall.

What else can be expected when those whom the 
people delight to honor, have gained their public emi
nence by butcheries and usurpations; and who, in 
private, exhibit a supreme selfishness, an utter disre
gard for truth, an entire absence of candor and fair
ness in the treatment of friends, and an utter repudia
tion of the moralities of life !

In this way Napoleon’s influence would have been 
deleterious beyond calculation, had he not been pre
ceded by the Bourbons and the Revolutionists, who 
left little or nothing in the national character of 
France for him to injure.

But what might he not have done for that mobile 
and impressible people, had he possessed, and ex
hibited, the private excellence and the public integ
rity, the personal virtues, and the genuine patriotism 
of our Washington ! And, on the other hand, what 
might have been the effect, had Washington possessed 
the grasping ambition, and want of moral principle, 
which characterized Napoleon!

W e tremble to think of the power that is thus con
fided to one man, over, not only the political, hut also
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the moral condition and destinies of the millions he 
rules.

There can be no doubt that much ot the self-control 
that distinguishes the masses of the American people 
from those of Continential Europe, much of the moral 
integrity and excellence of our countrymen, is to be 
attributed to the influence of Washington’s example. 
W e never think of him without the remembrance of 
his lofty principles, his unbending uprightness, his 
unselfish devotedness to his country’s good. It is im
possible to separate the man from his moral worth and 
political integrity. Subtract one element from his 
private excellence, leave out one of his personal vir
tues, change one feature of his character, and you 
have given us something, which, like some French 
portraits of him, we do not recognize as the Father of 
his country. His example is, with us, a constant 
presence. TIis influence is ever felt as an auxiliary of 
every patriotic intention, of every moral virtue, and 
even of religion itself. Our national character is thus 
greatly moulded and exalted by him. A  just man, 
■who fcarccl Cod, he is, and will be, to his countrymen, 
“ as the light of the morning when the sun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass 
springing out of the earth by clear shining after 
rain.”

But every ruler, every lawgiver —  though not to the 
same extent —  in like manner affects the principles and 
moral conduct of the people; —  according to his station,
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talents, and opportunities, lie contributes his share to 
the formation of the national character. lie  may be 
a Manasseh, leading the people into degradation and 
shame ; or a Josiah, recalling them to the paths of 
virtue and honor, lie  may be a demagogue like Dan- 
ton, scattering firebrands, arrows, and death ; or a 
patriot, like Lafayette, pouring oil on troubled waters, 
and seeking the establishment of liberty, with the 
maintenance of order.

The influence of the ruler’s public career and private 
example is felt in the entire social existence of the 
people ; —  in the privacy of domestic life, in the treat
ment of political questions, in the transaction of busi
ness, in the numberless channels of human activity. 
He lives on the mountain and in the valley, by hill
side and brook-side. He is present with the farmer in 
his fields, with the artizan at his toils, with the mer
chant in his counting-room, with the student in his 
library, and with the youth in the school-house. Even 
his opponents are affected by his conduct and char
acter, —  learn something of his virtues or his vices, and 
practice them in their opposition to him.

He sits in the Chair of State, or in the Legislative 
Hall, not as a negative existence, but as a. positive in
fluence ; and, when he leaves it, he will have contrib
uted something to make the people better or worse ; 
something to elevate or degrade the character of his 
nation ; something to perpetuate or destroy the institu
tions of his country ; something which generations to
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come may praise or deprecate; something which the 
Infinite Sovereign may approve or condemn.

W e infer, therefore, that,
1. It is well when the people have good rulers, and 

recognize their worth.
Much as the world is misgoverned, it is not from the 

actual non-existence of the proper men. It is said 
that medicines arc so distributed throughout the earth, 
that in every locality there is a native remedy for each 
disease that flesh is heir to. I should not like to ex
press my confidence in such a theory. But I do 
believe, that wherever the Almighty has planted a 
nation, he has made it the container of the ability 
needed for its government. But, for various reasons, 
the right men are not always selected. The theory of 
hereditary rights, to a great extent, prevents it in Mon
archies ; while in Republics they are not elevated, 
partly from want of discernment in the voters, partly 
from factional jealousies, and partly from a tendency 
to lose sight of the great objects for which rulers are 
elected, and to regard office as the reward of party tri
umphs —  the emoluments of office as the stake of polit
ical games.

If the remark is allowable, by way of parenthesis, 
we would suggest that, rather than have the right men 
excluded from the management of public affairs by a 
tendency of this kind, it might be well to put up, an
nually, certain sums of money and badges of distinc-
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tion —  stars, garters, and crosses of the legion of 
honor —  to be Avon by the ballot-box, and distributed 
among those parties which should secure the largest 
number of votes; leaving the civil officers to be 
chosen solely with a view to their qualifications!

Since, therefore, the choice of good rulers is a mat
ter of some difficulty, there is reason for gratitude 
Avhen such are elected, and especially when their Avorth 

is properly recognized by the people.
Those avIio are not fitted for the stations they oc

cupy are not esteemed, and cannot long he held in 

h on or; and when their unfitness is fairly recognized, 

the effect on the public mind is most disastrous. It is 

as Avhen the children o f a family are forced to despise 

as a sot, or fear as a fiend, him  Avhom they have loved 

and honored as a father. The demoralizing influence 

spreads throughout society, letting cIoavu the tone of 

authority, and reducing the Avorth o f true manliness.

But when fit men are in office, and the people have 
sufficient discernment to perceive their fitness, Avith 
sufficient wisdom to perpetuate their rule ; self-respect 
is promoted among the citizens, by their esteem for 
those in authority; every material and moral interest 
is advanced, and good order, Avith national thrift, are 
devised to coming generations.

The history and present condition of Mexico and 
the South American Republics, in comparison Avith 

those of the New England States, Avould afford some 
striking illustrations of these remarks. But Ave proceed.
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It is one of the many things for which the latter 
may be grateful, that a kind Providence, from the 
first, has here raised up a succession of worthy rulers. 
It is not claimed that the statesmen who have held the 
reins of government in New England have been des
titute of that desire of preferment that is natural to 
every generous mind ; nor that they have been entirely 
insensible to the attractions of office. This would be 
elevating them above humanity. But it is not flattery 
nor vain-boasting to say, that they have been men of 
probity and honor, who have kept ambition in subor
dination to patriotism, and have wielded the preroga
tives of their lofty station with a regard to justice and 
the fear of God. They have fairly exemplified, in their 
official conduct, those lines of the great poet: —

“  He who the sword of heaven will hear, 
Should be as holy as severe ;
Pattern in himself to know 
Grace to stand, and virtue go ;
More nor less to others paying 
Than to self-offences weighing;.
Shame to him, whose cruel striking. 
Kills for faults of his own liking.”

The present prosperity that spreads like sunlight 
over these favored States, the general intelligence of 
the masses, the lofty moral principles that prevail, the 
thrift and happiness that bless the people, are, to a 
very great extent, traceable to the estimable character,
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the personal excellence of those who have been exalted 
to office, and to their wise and conscientious discharge 
of its duties.

It is getting to be the fashion, with some, to decry 
the character, and reprobate the principles, of those 
who purchased the blessings we enjoy, by their labors 
and sufferings; and secured them to posterity by 
their wisdom and religious devotedness.

But there is no sign of degeneracy so sure —  as 
there is no ingratitude so base —  as that exhibited 
not only in a departure from the virtues of these 
patres patrice, but also, in the attempt to disparage 
them —  to detract from the honor and esteem in 
which they are held as the founders of empire and 
benefactors of the race.

There are few things, moreover, that afford a surer 
pledge of the continued superiority of New England, 
in the Republic and among the nations, than the ad
miration and veneration which the great body of the 
people cherish and exhibit for those who both founded 
the State, and impressed their own moral and manly 
likeness upon it in the noble institutions they planted.

2. It is well when good rulers are called to preside 
over a people that cherish sentiments o f  justice, and the 
fear o f God.

It is always a difficult and an anxious task to legis
late and rule well. But the difficulty and anxiety are 
greatly increased when the people to be ruled are ig
norant, vicious anti turbulent, when they demand laws
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that favor injustice, iniquity and crime; or when they 
cannot be satisfied with good laws and good govern
ment.

In these respects, the rulers of New England have 
enjoyed signal advantages over others. For, if the 
people have been blessed in their Magistrates, so have 
the latter been favored in having a people to govern 
who were able to appreciate their rulers —  who pos
sessed the intelligence to comprehend, the virtue to 
approve, and a readiness to sustain, those political 
measures which were based on sound principles and 
conducive to the highest moral and material interests 
of the community. They have ruled over citizens 
enlightened by the precepts, and nurtured by the 
influences of the Bible and Protestant Christianity; 
and it is neither flattery nor boasting to affirm, that 
never did better rulers preside over the political destinies 
o f a better people.

In these States has been shown what genuine Chris- 
tianity —  freed from Hierarchical Despotism, and from 
improper interference on the part of the Civil Power 
—  may do for the character of a people, and their 
moral and social condition.

Under the influences and impulses it has imparted 
and fostered, institutions of learning have been estab
lished, and, from the common school to the college, are 
accessible to all classes. Education is made general 
and practical, so that intelligence and common sense 
are marked characteristics of the people.
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The equality of mankind has been proved by the 
elevation of the masses and the exhibition of true man
liness in the different circumstances, spheres and pur. 
suits of life. The real dignity of labor is admitted. 
Industry takes precedence of idleness. Industrial 
pursuits are held in honor. The individual man 
is judged by his intrinsic worth. And, under the 
aegis of an open Bible, we here enjoy that liberty, 
equality and fraternity, of which others vainly dream 
and theorize.

The idea of moral obligation has been eclaircised 
and enforced— the actual correlation between rights 
and duties defined and established —  and the superior
ity of simple Christian piety over those forms of re
ligion which rest like incubi on whole empires has 
been demonstrated. 1

Christianity operates as a constant force, regulating 
the entire social life and activities of the community, 
and that, in particulars which, though necessary to 
the prosperity, and even the perpetuity of the State, 
are, nevertheless, beyond the reach of human authority 
and civil law. In restraining from evil, in preserving 
good order, in the maintenance of peace, in the pro
motion of good will, and in the augmentation of 
social happiness, it has more power than any civil 
government can attain, or could attain, if every second 
man were a police officer.

Christianity deals with the individual —  teaches him 
his individual relations and responsibilities —  his rights
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and duties —  his worth and destiny. It develops his 
intellectual and moral powers, nurtures liis social and 
patriotic affections, leads him to respect both himself 
and his neighbor, enables him to control his own ap
petites and passions, and urges him to seek the sup
pression of every immorality —  with all injustice, and 
inhumanity —  whether they be in existing customs or 
established laws.

Christianity presents this man to the Ruler —  saying 
—  “ Here is an intelligent mind, a conscientious spirit, 
a feeling heart. Here is an upright, peaceful, law- 
abiding, God-fearing citizen —  ‘ an honest man’ —  the 
most valuable thing in your domain, ‘ the noblest work 
of God.’ Endeavor to comprehend his principles, to 
know his worth, and to secure his co-operation. Ho 
not require him to sacrifice his allegiance to Faith, his 
fealty to principle, his regard for humanity, before he 
can approve your measures and support your adminis
tration. The change would not enrich you, and would 
make him ‘ poor indeed ’ ; while, if he retains his integ
rity, you ought not, and the Commonwealth cannot 
afford, to sacrifice his support. The political measures 
that secure his opposition, cannot prosper ; and the 
social order that repudiates his principles, cannot 
stand.”

Nor will just men, who rule in the fear of God, be • 
heedless of the injunction. ’Tis true, they must adapt 
measures to circumstances, and in the form of laws 
must frequently defer to the popular will. But they



30

will admit the desirableness of such citizens in the 
State, and will neither endeavor to crush out their in
fluence, nor seek to diminish their number ; but, 
thanking God for both, employ them for the nation’s, 
glory and the nation's good.

The thoughts awakened by the text in my own 
mind I have thus endeavored to present to others; 
and, in doing so, I have not forgotten, but been grate
ful, that my speech has been addressed to those who, 
in the providence of God, have power to reduce theo
ries to practice, to give truth the organic forms of law, 
to illustrate, in history, the meditations of the closet, 
and the voices of divine inspiration.

It is gratifying to know that this power has been 
confided to such worthy hands —  that in the person of 
His Excellency, the Chief Magistrate, and in those 
associated with him in the administration of the gov
ernment, we have a sufficient guarantee that the an
cient fame of the Commonwealth is in no danger of 
being tarnished, that the long continued prosperity of 
the State is to be perpetuated.

W ill His Excellency, the Governor, permit me to 
congratulate him on the renewed expression of confi
dence he has received from his fellow-citizens, and on 
his continuance, by their suffrages, in the responsible 
and toilsome, yet useful and glorious station of Chief 
Magistrate of this ancient Commonwealth.

To II is Honor, the Lieutenant Governor, to the 
Honorable Council, and to the Honorable Senate and
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House of Representatives, we also present our con
gratulations ; and arc happy to express our gratitude, 
that men who are so high in the confidence, and so 
deep in the affections of the people, enter, this day, 
upon the honors and the cares of office. Gentlemen, 
one, and all, we present you the salutations of the oc
casion, and the expression of our esteem for you as 
fellow-citizens, and our confidence in you as rulers.

May those of you who, for a time, are to he sepa
rated from your families while engaged in the work of 
Legislation, he preserved in life and health to the close 
of your session, and, returning to the domestic hearth, 
find each fond circle with unbroken numbers and un
diminished happiness.

May He, by whom “ kings reign, and princes decree 
justice,” guide all your deliberations, accept your deci
sions, and so bless the measures of the entire govern
ment, that, in all its interests —  material and social, 
moral and religious —  the good old Commonwealth 
shall be prospered, and those healthful influences still 
flow from our rulers which, heretofore, have endeared 
them to the people, and by which they have been “ as 
the light of the morning when the sun riseth, even a 
morning without clouds ; as the tender grass springing 
out of the earth by clear shining after rain.”




