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To the Honorable the Senate and House o f  Representatives, in 
General Court assembled.

The Old Colony and Pall River Railroad Company, having 
been served with an order of notice of the Petition of the Mid- 
dleborough and Taunton Railroad Corporation for authority 
“  to cross with their railroad the Old Colony and Pall River 
Railroad, near their depot in Middleborough, so as to intersect 
and unite with the railroad of the Cape Cod Railroad Company,”  
now offer their Remonstrance against the prayer o f said peti
tioners and for reasons of remonstrance respectfully represent :—

Ì» That the same matter was last year brought before the 
legislature, and occupied a large amount o f time and attention, 
and after being fully discussed and considered, the prayer of a 
similar petition was then rejected, and no new reasons are now 
assigned by the petitioners for a rehearing.

2. That when the terminus of the Middleborough and Taun
ton road at Middleborough was about to be constructed, after a 
consultation between the representatives of said corporation and 
the Old Colony and Fall River Railroad Company on the spot, 
it was agreed that the Middleborough and Taunton Railroad 
should not cross the track of the Old Colony and Pall River
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Railroad, but that said terminus should be located near the 
station-house of this company at Middleborough, substantially 
as it now is, to the entire satisfaction of said representatives as 
then and there expressed ; and the Old Colony and Fall River 
Railroad Company have since made their arrangements, nego
tiations and expenditures on the basis of that understanding and 
agreement, and they would be greatly injured by such change 
as now prayed for by the petitioners.

3. That the company are and have been ready to afford the 
Middleborough and Taunton Railroad Corporation any and all 
reasonable accommodations in their power, and to that end, after 
the legislature of last year had refused to grant the prayer of 
the petition of the said Middleborough and Taunton Railroad 
Corporation, the Old Colony and Fall River Railroad Company 
offered in writing to make, and are still ready to make, on fair 
and just principles, any arrangement that might be desired for 
any accommodation of all the railroads which meet or terminate 
near their depot at Middleborough, without any crossing of one 
railroad by another ; but the said Middleborough and Taunton 
Railroad Corporation then declined such offer, and expressed 
themselves satisfied with present accommodations and arrange
ments.

4. That there is no exigency or necessity for the alteration in 
the terminus of the road of the petitioners, or for interference 
with the rights of the other older corporations at Middle
borough.

5. That the crossing of one railroad by the other, as prayed 
for by the petitioners, would be attended with great danger 
and inconvenience to the public, as well as to both railroads, 
and would occasion great and useless expense, and especially 
would interfere with the safety and convenience of passengers 
on the road of the remonstrants.

6. That the Middleborough and Taunton Railroad Corpora
tion now propose, not only to cross the track of the remonstrants, 
but to run their cars between the tracks of the Old Colony and 
Fall River Railroad, and the Cape Cod and Fairhaven Branch 
Railroad Companies, and thus to occupy the land now used for 
the accommodation of the passengers of all the different roads 
and their baggage and freight, and such change, the remon
strants represent, and are prepared to show, would cause great
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injury, interruption and damage to the Old Colony and Pall 
River Railroad Company, serious inconvenience to the public 
and especial and unavoidable hazard to the lives of passengers 
and persons about the depot.

7. The station-house at Middleborough was built by and 
belongs to this company. All the land lying between the tracks 
of the Cape Cod and Old Colony and Pall River Railroads 
belongs to these two corporations, and most of it to this com 
pany. This land is exclusively used for railroad purposes, and 
there is no more than is required for safety and convenience 
and yet it is over this land that the petitioners, according to 
their plan, propose to locate their track.

Will the legislature take from these corporations the rights 
heretofore guaranteed them, and upon the faith of which grant 
they have laid out much money, and give them to the petition
ers to be used for the same purposes ?

Por the foregoing reasons, and others that may be assigned 
at any hearing m the matter, the Old Colony and Pall River 
Railroad Company remonstrate and protest against the prayer 
of the said petitioners, and ask that the same be refused, and as 
in duty bound will ever pray.

Per order of Directors,

ALEXANDER HOLMES, President. 
Boston, January 27, 1858.




