
HOUSE....■No. 32.

House of Representatives February 2, 1858.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred thePetition of Benjamin R. Dean and one hundred and thirty-oneothers, citizens of Taunton, praying for the establishment of a
Police Court in that town, have considered the same, and reportthe accompanying Bill.

For the Committee

ROB’T c. pitman
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AN ACT
To establish a Police Court in the Town of Taunton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. A police court is hereby established in
2 the town of Taunton, to consist of one competent
3 and discreet person as standing justice, and one as
4 special justice; to be appointed and commissioned by
5 the governor pursuant to the constitution.

1 Sect. 2. The said court shall have original and

2 exclusive jurisdiction over all offences committed in
3 said town of Taunton whereof justices of the peace
4 or police courts now have or hereafter may have ju-
-5 risdiction, and also over all civil suits and actions
6 which may now or at any time hereafter be lawfully

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
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7 heard, tried and determined by any justice of the
8 peace in the county of Bristol, whenever all the par-
-9 ties reside in said town.

10 The said court shall have original and concurrent
11 jurisdiction with justices of the peace in said county
12 over all offences committed in said county, whereof
13 said justices of the peace now have or may hereafter
14 have jurisdiction, and also of all suits and actions
15 which are now or may hereafter be within the juris-
-16 diction of said justices of the peace.

1 Sect. 3. An appeal shall be allowed from all
2 judgments of said police court in like manner and to
3 the same extent as now allowed from judgments of
4 justices of the peace.

1 Sect. 4. A clerk of said court shall be appointed
2 and commissioned by the governor, who shall faith-
-3 fully perform all the services by law required of the
4 clerks of like courts in this Commonwealth, except
5 as may be herein otherwise provided.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the standing and
2 special justices and of the clerk of said court, respec-
-3 tively, to issue warrants in all proper cases for all
4 offences committed in said town. But no fees for
5 issuing said warrants shall be received or retained by
6 said persons to their own use except as hereinafter
7 allowed; and no justice of the peace shall hereafter
8 be allowed any fees for warrants issued for offences in
9 said town.

1 Sect. 6. The said standing justice shall be allowed
2 to retain out of the fees and costs accruing from
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3 criminal prosecutions in said court the sum of eight
4 hundred dollars for each year, and in the same pro-
-5 portion for any part of a year, and the clerk of said
6 court shall be entitled to retain out of said fees and
7 costs the sum of three hundred dollars, and the like
8 proportion for any part of a year, and the said special
9 justice shall receive to his own use the fees allowed

10 to justices of the peace for like services when the
11 same are performed by him in holding said court as
12 hereinafter provided, which sums shall be in full for
13 all services now or hereafter required of said officers,
14 except that the said justices may likewise retain to
15 their own use all fees in civil cases and the said clerk
16 all fees allowed for copies.

1 Sect. 7. The said standing justice shall, on or
2 before the first day of January in each year, pay over
3 to the said clerk any balance remaining in his hands
4 after allowance of the sum above named, from fees
5 and costs in criminal cases, and* the amount of all
6 fines and forfeitures received by him; and the said
7 clerk, after deducting from the fees and costs by him
8 received the sum above allowed him, shall, on or
9 before the tenth day of January, in each year, account

10 with and pay over to the county treasurer of said
11 county for all fines and forfeitures paid or received by
12 him and the balance of criminal fees and costs in his
13 hands.

1 Sect. 8. A court shall be held by said standing or
2 special justice in said town of Taunton three times a
3 week, and as much oftener as the standing justice
4 shall think proper, to take cognizance of criminal
5 cases ; and one day of each week for the trial of civil
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6 causes, and oftener, by adjournment, if said justice
7 shall see fit. And said standing justice shall have
8 power to make all proper rides for the due and orderly
9 conduct of the business of said court.

1 Sect. 9. The said special justice shall have no
2 authority to hear, try and determine any cause, civil
3 or criminal, pending in said court, except only in case
4 the standing justice shall be unable to officiate on
5 account of absence, sickness, bias, interest or other
6 disability; in which case the special justice may act,
7 and shall cause to be stated on the record the reason
8 therefor.

1 Sect. 10. Neither of said justices nor the clerk
2 shall act as counsel before said court, or in any cause
3 which may have been heard or tried or is pending
4 before said court.

1 Sect. 11. The governor, by and with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall have power to ap-
-3 point the said justices and clerk of said court at any
4 time after the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 12. All suits, actions and prosecutions which
2 shall be pending within the said town before any
3 justice of the peace when this act shall take effect,
4 shall be heard and determined as though this act had
5 not passed.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall be void unless the inhab-
-2 itants of the town of Taunton, at a legal meeting called
3 for that purpose, shall accept the same within sixty
4 days from the passage of this act.




