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AN ACT
For the Appointment of Police Justices.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall designate, appoint and com-
• 3 mission suitable persons, being at the time justices of
4 the peace, to be police justices, within and for the
5 counties for which they arc respective]}’ appointed, as
6 follows:
7 lor the county of Essex, not more than nineteen;
8 For the county of Middlesex, not more than thirty
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9 For the county of Worcester, not more than twenty-
-10 six;
11 For the county of Hampshire, not more than eight;
12 For the county of Hampden, not more than seven;
13 For the county of Franklin, not more than eight;
14 For the county of Berkshire, not more than nine;
15 For the county of Norfolk, not more than seventeen;
16 I’or the county of Bristol, not more than thirteen;
17 For the county of Plymouth, not more than fifteen;
18 For the county of Barnstable, not more than nine;
19 For the county of Dukes county, not more than two;
20 For the county of Nantucket, not more than two.
21 Said police justices shall he distributed as nearly as
22 possible as the population and wants of the several
23 counties may require, and shall hold their offices for
24 the same time and by the like tenure as is provided
25 in respect to justices of the peace.

1 Sect. 2. No police justice shall be appointed
2 within any town or city wherein a police court is now

3 or may hereafter be established by law, and no police
4 justice shall have any jurisdiction, power or authority
5 in relation to any offences committed within any city
6 or town wherein any police court is now or may here-
-7 after be established

1 Sect. 3. Said police justices shall have and exer-

-2 else within their respective counties all the jurisdiction,
3 power and authority that justices of the peace now

4 have and exercise under and by virtue of the laws of
5 this Commonwealth, and all the provisions in the
6 laws of this Commonwealth shall apply to said police
7 justices, and to their jurisdiction, acts and proceedings,
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8 in like manner as they now apply to justices of the
9 peace, and their respective jurisdiction, acts and pro-

10 ccedings.

1 Sect. 4. Such provisions of the laws of this Com-
-2 monwealth as give jurisdiction in criminal cases in the
3 trial and examination of offenders to justices of the
4 peace, are hereby repealed, so far as the jurisdiction,
5 power and authority of justices of the peace therein
6 are concerned; saving and excepting that justices of
7 the peace may have and exercise the same jurisdiction,
8 power and authority to receive complaints and issue
9 warrants in criminal cases, that they now have and

10 exercise; but the magistrate receiving such complaint
11 and issuing such warrant shall require that the officer
12 serving the same shall bring the person therein
13 charged before any of the police justices for the same
14 county, and the subsequent proceedings shall be con-
-15 ducted before the police justices in like manner as if
16 the warrant had been issued by any of the police jus-
-17 tices; and all fees for issuing such warrants and
18 receiving such complaints shall inure to the police
19 justice who tries the same, and the magistrate issuing
20 such warrant and receiving such complaint, shall
21 receive no fees therefor.

1 Sect. 5. Nothing contained in this act shall affect
2 the jurisdiction, power and authority of any police
3 court duly established by law in any city or town
4 of the Commonwealth, or of the justices court of the
5 county of Suffolk; and justices of the peace and
f justices of the peace and quorum, shall continue to
7 have and exercise the same jurisdiction, power and
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8 authority, they now have and exercise, excepting
9 so far as their jurisdiction, power and authority are

10 abridged by the provisions of the fourth section of
11 this act.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall not affect any cases or

2 proceedings pending at the time this act shall go into
3 operation, and the justice of the peace before whom
4 any such cases or proceedings arc pending at the time
5 this act shall take effect, shall have the same jurisdic-
-6 tion, power and authority in respect to them as they
7 now have in like cases.

1 Sect. 7. If any police justice shall change his
2 domicile after his appointment as above provided, or

3 if within the town or city within which any police
4 justice shall reside a police court shall hereafter he
5 established, the jurisdiction, power and authority
ti conferred upon such police justice, by the authority
7 of this act, shall thereupon cease and determine, and
8 the governor may, with the advice and consent of the
9 council, appoint and commission some suitable person

10 in his place

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 the first day of July next; but the governor shall
3 have power, by and with the advice and consent of
4 the council, to appoint said police justices; ami said
5 police justices may be qualified at any time after the

APPOINTMENT OF POLICE JUSTICES. [Feb. ’5B.

6 passage of this ae


