
HOUSE.....No. 120.

House of Representatives March 10, 1858.

The Joint Standing Committee on Federal Relations, to whom
was referred the Resolves presented to the House on the 10th
of February last, in relation to Kansas ; also certain Resolves
of the 4th instant, in relation to Slavery in the Territories of
the United States; also an Order of the House of the 2d
instant, relating to the admission of Kansas, report the accom-
panying Resolves.

Per Order,

JAMES H. DUNCAN.

tonmoiuDcoltl) of Massachusetts.



O [March,RESOLVES.

Whereas, The president of the United States lias recently
transmitted the Lecompton constitution to congress with a mes-
sage recommending its ratification by that body, and there is
reason to fear that it may be so ratified ; and

Whereas, The aforesaid Lecompton constitution was framed
by a convention which was the embodiment and consummation
of a series of violent, usurping, and fraudulent acts, by which
the people of Kansas had been despoiled of the right of self-
government for more than three years—the members of that
convention being chosen and convoked by a minority of the
people, through the instrumentality of fraud, violence and
official misconduct: and

Whereas
, The people of Kansas at a legally authorized elec-

tion holden on the fourth day of January, 1858,rejected the
aforesaid Lecompton constitution by a majority of more than
ten thousand votes ; and

Whereas, It is entirely within the power of congress to reject
the said Lecompton constitution, or to ratify a constitution
which has received the approval of the people of Kansas, or to
authorize them to form a constitution under such conditions as
congress may prescribe, therefore

€ommcmu)caltl) of ittassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Eight.

RESOLVES

In relation to the admission of Kansas.
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Resolved, That in the judgment of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, the proposed ratification of the Lecompton con-
stitution would be an endorsement by congress of the oppression
and outrages which have been praticod in Kansas, in the high-
est degree disgraceful to the national government—a breach of
the national faith, solemnly pledged to the Territory in her
organic Act—an abuse of the power of congress, and a flagrant
violation of the fundamental principles of republican freedom.

Resolved, That as all government derives all its just powers
from the will of the governed, as all political sovereignty resides
in the people, and as the will of the majority is the ultimate
and supreme power in the State, therefore, to force a constitu-
tion upon the people of ‘Kansas, not only without their assent,
but against their expressed will, would be treason against the
principles of our institutions, a denial of the political faith of
the framers of our constitution, and an act of tyranny which
admits of no defence or palliation.

Resolved, That Massachusetts contemplates with dismay so
grave a departure from those principles of popular self-govern-
ment of which this nation stands as the exemplar to the world
—principles on which the liberties of this Commonwealth and
her sister States depend; and that she raises her voice with no
common alarm and indignation in solemn remonstrance against
the act.

Resolved, That our senators be instructed, and our repre-
sentatives in congress be requested, to oppose all attempts to
force upon the people of Kansas a constitution against their
assent.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
transmit a copy of the foregoing Preamble and Resolves to each
of the senators and representatives of this State in congress.




