
HOUSE.... No. XG7

House op Representatives, March 19,1858.

Ordered , That the proposed Amendment of the Constitution,
relative to limiting the sessions of the legislature, agreed to by
the last general court, be printed for the use of the legislature.

WILLIAM STOWE, Clerk.

(ftommomomltl) of ittassacljusctts.



[March,O CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

RESOLVE
To amend the Constitution relative to limiting the Sessions of

the Legislature.

Resolved, By both houses, (the same being agreed to by a
majority of the Senators and two-thirds of the House of Repre-
sentatives, present and voting thereon,)

That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this Com-
monwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of Amendment,
instead of so much of the tenth Article of the Amendments
thereto as relates to the General Court, and the time when it
shall assemble and be dissolved; and that the same, when thus
agreed to, be entered on the Journals of the two Houses, with
the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to the General
Court next to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the
end that it agreed to by the General Court next to be chosen,
in the manner provided by the Constitution, it may be submitted
to the people for their ratification, in order that it may become
part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth.

€ommonu)caltl) of iilasencljuectts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Seven.



81858.] HOUSE—No. 167.

1 The political year shall begin on the first Wednes-
-2 day of January, instead of the last Wednesday of
3 May ; and the general court shall assemble every year
4 on the said first Wednesday of January, and shall
5 proceed at that session to make all the elections, and
6 do all the other acts, which are by the constitution
7 required to be made and done at the session which
8 has heretofore commenced on the last Wednesday of
9 May. No session of the general court shall continue

10 longer than one hundred days, without the concur-

-11 rent vote, to be taken by yeas and nays, of two-thirds
12 of the members elected to each house, in which case
13 the session may be extended for a further period not
14 exceeding ten days. And the general court shall be
15 dissolved on the day next preceding the first Wednes-
-16 day of January, without any proclamation or other
17 act of the governor. But nothing herein contained
18 shall prevent the general court from assembling at
19 such other times as they shall judge necessary, or
20 when called together by the governor.

Article of Amendment.




