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House of Representatives, February 3, 1859.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the
Memorial of the Massachusetts Society for the Promotion of
Agriculture, the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, the
American Academy ofArts and Sciences, the Boston Society
of Natural History, suggesting the reprinting by the State,
of Dr. Harris’ “ Insects of New England,” hare considered
the same and

E E P O E T;

That the Resolutions herewith submitted ought to pass.
Upon the representation of some of the most scientific gen-

tlemen of the country, who appeared before the Committee—-
so great was their interest in the subject and so exalted their
sense of the value and importance of the work in question—-
the Committee believe the work of Dr. Harris calculated to
accomplish great good in the service ofagriculture and kindred
pursuits.

It is the most scientific work of the kind in the country—

nay, even in the world ; a work in which literature and science
have been most perfectly combined. Plain and simple, as well
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to the farmer as to the man of learning, it ranks among the
classical as well as scientific publications of the language.

The edition last published by the State has been entirely
exhausted, and though the booksellers are constantly applied
to for copies, none can by any means be obtained, and none
exist but in private collections.

It was well known to the gentlemen who urged the necessity
for republication, that thousands of dollars were annually saved
from the ravages of insects in the agriculture and horticulture
of the Commonwealth, by means of this work of Dr. Harris.

Some persons were so familiar witli the value of the informa-
tion contained in this work, that not a day passed in summer
without a reference to it for instruction ; and while premiums
are offered by societies for essays on the destruction of insects,
comparatively few persons in the State are aware of the exist-
ence of such a compendium of information as this work upon
the subject, by Dr. Harris.

Europe acknowledges the merit of this work, and it is held in
the highest esteem. No more acceptable, or suitable, or honor-
able return could be made to a foreign government in acknowl-
edgment for the frequent presents of the kind which we receive
at their courtesy than this.

Professor Agassiz will give the work his personal superin-
tendence, and will bring to bear upon the revision and enlarge-
ment, the wealth of his extraordinary acquirements. He will
be assisted gratuitously by some of the most able and efficient
gentlemen in the State, and will bring forth illustrated, as is
necessary and required, a work which will be as complete and
perfect as it is possible to make it, and will contain the most
recent information upon the subject of entomology.

Professor Agassiz declines receiving any remuneration for
this labor.

It is extremely rare that a government in any age is so highly
favored at large expense. It is unheard of, that such services
are freely thrown into the lap of a State; and this is not
merely for the production of a work excellent in its execution.
It is for the increase and dissemination of a work of unparalled
importance to the farmer and the gardener, and which greatly
affects the agricultural interests of the country.
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It is designed that the present edition shall embrace three
hundred illustrations, two hundred on wood, ten plates litho-
graphed and colored. It is proposed to publish two thousand
copies, electrotyped, which will enable the State at any future
time to publish a new edition without the necessity of purchas-
ing new plates.

It is expected that the drawing will cost . . $1,980 00
Cutting on wood, 1,200 00
Coloring plates, 2,000 00
Printing, . 1,179 00
Binding, 22 cents each, .

. .
.

, 440 00
Extra freight expenses, 320 00

87,119. 00

It will require two years to make the necessary and desirable
preparations and to excute them.

If, therefore, the State wish to encourage science, if it wish
to do itself honor in rescuing from loss one of its most valu-
able possessions in science and literature, if it desire to encour-
age agriculture and horticulture, we know of no possible way
in which this can be accomplished in so great a degree as by
granting this Petition and passing the accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,

G. P. SARGENT.
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R ESOLVES

For reprinting a Report on the Insects of New England which
are Injurious to Vegetation.

jßesolved. That the secretary of the board of agriculture
cause to be printed, as soon as may be, with suitable illustra-
tions, two thousand copies of the Report on the Insects of New
England which are injurious to Vegetation, by Thaddeus W.
Harris, M. D., presented to the legislature in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and forty-one.

Resolved, That Professor Agassiz he requested to superin-
tend the printing of the said Report, and to make such changes
and additions as further investigations may require, and that ho
be authorized to secure the copyright of all future editions with
the illustrations, to the executors or legal representatives of the
author for the benefit of the heirs of the author.

Resolved, That of this new edition there be presented to the
legal representatives of the author, fifty copies; to Professor
Agassiz fifty copies ; to each of the agricultural societies in
the Commonwealth, and to each of the horticultural societies
in the Commonwealth, ten copies, to be awarded as premiums

Li the V"ar One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Nine.
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by these societies. That one hundred copies be at the disposal
of the governor and council for such gratuitous disposition as
they may think proper; and that the remainder of this edition
bo left to the disposal of she legislature.

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding eight thousand dollars
be placed at the disposal of the secretary of the hoard of agri-
culture for the repnhlication of the work of Dr. Harris, in
accordance with the foregoing Resolves.




