
HOUSE...~No. 63.

House op Representatives, February 8,1859.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order that the Committee inquire what further legislation is
required to define the time within which parties must petition
for Juries to assess damages sustained by the raising or lower-
ing of streets or highways, report the accompanying Bill.

Per Order,

J. Q. A. GRIFFIN.
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2 [Feb,ALTERATIONS IN HIGHWAYS.

AN ACT

Relating to Damages from Alterations in Highways.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 When damages are claimed by reason of any low-
-2 ering, raising, or other act done for the purpose of
3 repairing any highway or town way, under the pro-
-4 visions of the twenty-fifth chapter of the Revised
5 Statutes, the proceedings shall be as follows:
6 First —The person or corporation claiming dain-
-7 ages, shall file a petition therefor Avith the selectmen
8 or mayor and aldermen, within one year after the
9 commencement of the labor of repairing, for which

10 damages are claimed.
11 Second—The selectmen or mayor and aldermen
12 shall either award damages, or refuse the prayer
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13 therefor, within six months after the petition shall be
14 filed.
15 Third—At any time within a year after the expira-
-16 tion of said six months, if the petitioner be aggrieved
17 either by the estimate of his damages, or by refusal
18 or neglect on the part of the selectmen or mayor and
19 aldermen, to estimate the same, he may apply for a
20 jury and have his damages ascertained in like man-
-21 ner, in all respects, as they are ascertained in the case
22 of land taken in laying out highways.
23 Fourth —By agreement with the parties adversely
24 interested, the petitioner may have his damages deter-
-25 mined by a committee to be appointed under the
26 direction of the commissioners, in any county other
27 than Suffolk, and in Suffolk by the superior court:
28 provided, that the application for such committee shall
29 be made within the time limited for applying for a
30 jury.
31 Fifth —In respects not specified in this act, the
32 proceedings shall be such as are had in cases of land
33 taken in laying out highways.




