
HOUSE No..No. 187.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1859,

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom
was committed the Petition of Jonas Fitch and others, for the
formation of a Lumber District, report the accompanying Bill.

Per Order,

JOHN M. WASHBURN.

Commontomitt) of iftasoodjusctte.
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AN ACT
To authorize the appointment of a Surveyor-General of

Lumber, and the establishment of a Lumber District.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall appoint a trustworthy and
3 competent person to be surveyor-general of lumber,
4 for a district to consist of the county of Suffolk, and
5 the cities of Charlestown, Cambridge, Roxbury, and
6 the town of Dorchester. Said surveyor-general shall
7 hold his office for the term of three years, unless
8 sooner removed.

1 Sect. 2. The said surveyor-general shall reside in
2 the district above described, and shall keep an office

tHommoruucrtltl) of iHassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred .and Fifty-
Nine.
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3 in the city of Boston, conveniently located, and acces-
-4 sible to the public, and shall give bond with sufficient
5 sureties to the treasurer of the Commonwealth, in the
6 sum of two thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge
7 of his duty, and he shall be sworn to perform the
8 same; and he shall be authorized and required to
9 appoint a sufficient number of competent and discreet

10 deputy-surveyors, out of which he shall appoint one
11 or more whose duty it shall be to survey oak and
12 other wood commonly used in ship building, and also
13 one or more whose duty it shall be to survey mahog-
-14 any, cedar, and other ornamental wood and lumber;
15 and said surveyor-general shall be answerable for his
16 deputies, and shall take a bond from them respectively,
17 for the faithful discharge of their duty, and they shall
18 be sworn to perform the same, and they shall be
19 removed at the pleasure of the said surveyor-general ;

20 and it shall be the duty of said surveyor-general to
21 survey and admeasure all lumber brought into the
22 said district for sale, except lumber manufactured in
23 this Commonwealth, which shall also be surveyed
24 when request therefor is made by either the purchaser
25 or seller.

1 Sect. 3. The surveyor-general in appointing dep-
-2 uties for the city of Boston, shall select citizens of
3 Boston —for Chelsea, citizens of Chelsea—for Charles-
-4 town, citizens ofCharlestown—for Cambridge, citizens
5 of Cambridge—for Roxbury, citizens of Eoxbury—-
-6 and for Dorchester, citizens of Dorchester: provided,
7 that no person shall be appointed or continued in office
8 as a deputy-surveyor, who is a dealer, or is employed
9 bv any dealer in the kind of lumber which he is
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10 appointed to survey, or shall survey any lumber in
11 which he has a pecuniary interest; but all surveys
12 shall be made under the direction of the surveyor-
-13 general by his deputies, and application shall be made
14 by all persons requiring surveys to the surveyor-gen-
-15 eral, who shall direct his deputies in relation, or in
16 such other order or manner as he shall deem expe-
-17 dient: provided, however , that no deputy shall be
18 allowed to survey for one person or firm more than
19 forty days in the year, and the surveyor-general shall
20 keep a record of the time each deputy shall survey
21 for any and all persons or firms, with the amount
22 of fees received by each, which record shall be at all
23 times opened to the inspection of any members of the
24 city council of Boston, Chelsea, Charlestown, Cam-
-25 bridge, Roxbury, and selectmen of the town of Dor-
-26 Chester.

1 Sect. 4. The deputy-surveyors shall make surveys
2 of lumber in the manner described in the third, fourth,
3 fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth sections
4 of the one hundred and sixty-fourth chapter of the
5 acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, and the fees
6 to be received by said deputies for surveying and
7 marking shall be the same as are prescribed in the
8 eleventh section of said chapter; and the penalties
9 upon surveyors for fraud or deceit in surveys, and

10 upon persons purchasing or selling lumber or wood,
11 which has not been surveyed, numbered and marked,
12 shall be the same as are mentioned in the twelfth and
13 thirteenth sections of the said chapter.

1 Sect. 5. The deputy-surveyors shall collect the
2 fees in accordance with this act, and as often as once
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3 in three months, and when collected, shall pay over
4 to the surveyor-general, to his own use, ten cents for
5 every hundred cents so collected and received by
6 them.

1 Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the surveyor-geu-
-2 eral, annually, on or before the first day of October,
3 to make a true return to the secretary of state of all
4 lumber surveyed in the said district by himself and
5 deputies, specifying the various kinds and qualities,
6 and by whom surveyed, and the amount of all fees
7 received by him and his deputies.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




