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House op Representatives, March 15, 1859.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order that the Committee consider the expediency of legislating
upon the subject of money wrongfully withheld by attorneys,
report the accompanying Bill.

Per Order,

J. Q. A. GRIFFIN.

Commonmcnltl) of Jtlosaocljuattte.



oJj [Mar.RELATING TO ATTORNEYS AT LAW.

AN ACT

Relating to the collection of Money fraudulently with-
held by Attorneys at Law.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. If any attorney at law shall unreasonably
2 neglect to pay any money collected by him for and in
3 behalf of any client, when demanded by the client,
4 he shall forfeit and pay to such client five times the
5 lawful interest of the money from the time of the
6 demand until it is paid.

1 Sect. 2. The second section of an act entitled,An
2 Act to amend and consoldidate the several Acts con-
-3 cerning Imprisonment for Debt and the Punishment
4 of Fraudulent Debtors, passed in the year eighteen

€ommomucaltl) of illassacljusrtts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Nine.
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5 hundred and fifty-seven, is hereby amended by adding
6 a sixth provision thereto, as follows :
7 Sixth—That the debtor is an attorney at law; that
8 the debt in the execution is for money collected by
9 the debtor for the creditor therein, and that said

10 attorney has unreasonably neglected to pay the same.

1 Sect. 3. The seventeenth section of said act is
2 hereby amended by adding a fourth provision thereto,
3 as follows:
4 Fourth—That the debtor is an attorney at law;
5 that the debt sought to be recovered is for money
6 collected by the debtor for the plaintiff, and that the
7 debtor has unreasonably neglected to pay the same to
8 the plaintiff.

1 Sect. 4. Any attorney at law arrested under the
2 provisions of this act may be discharged by taking
3 the oath for the relief of poor debtors, as prescribed
4 in said act of eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, or by
5 giving bonds, with sufficient sureties, to the satisfac-
-6 tion of the magistrate before whom he is taken upon
7 arrest, for the payment of such sum as may be found
8 due in the action, together with all costs; and he
9 shall be discharged from arrest or imprisonment in no

10 other manner, except by order of the plaintiff in the
11 suit, or creditor in the execution.

1 Sect. 5. Said act of eighteen hundred and fifty-
-2 seven shall be in force in relation to arrests author-
-3 ized by this act so far as the same is applicable
4 thereto and not inconsistent herewith.




