
HOUSE.-No.No. 216.

House op Representatives, March 15, 1859.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Petition of Gilbert Walker, praying for compensation for the
support of Benjamin Phillips, one of the Indians of the Has-
sanamiscoe or Grafton tribe, have considered the same.

In the course of the examination it appeared that there was
originally a fund under the care of the government of the
Province, and afterwards of the State, held in trust for this
tribe of Indians. That this fund arose from the sale of lands
originally belonging to the tribe; and that this fund had disap-
peared, and, as was alleged, by want of proper care on the part
of the persons to whom its management was intrusted by the
government.

Under these circumstances, the Committee thought it due to
the remnant of these Indians, as well as to the State, to
examine the records of the trustees, and such other documents
as related to the matter. The result of this examination,
embodied in an Abstract, is herewith presented.

It appears that in the year 1725, by the consent of the
general court, a sale of seven thousand five hundred acres of
the lands of this tribe of Indians was made for the sum of two
thousand five hundred pounds. It seems probable that this
was reckoned in the currency of the Province, which consisted
in bills of credit issued by the government and regulated by
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the general court. See Act of Massachusetts of December 1,
1727.

At the time of the above sale, the currency was valued at
seventeen shillings for an ounce of silver, which was probably
considered as equal to one dollar. At this valuation of the
currency the £2,500 would be expressed in dollars as $2,941.

The amount arising from the sale was invested in bonds upon
the laud.

In the year 1745, April 9th and 10th, the trustees met and
agreed to exchange these bonds, and record their doings as
follows: “ Some of which we exchanged, and for every 28s. 8c?.
old tenor due as principal on a bond, we took one ounce of coined
silver of sterling alloy, and in that proportion we agreed to
exchange all the bonds.”

By this arrangement the fund was reduced to $1,744,
occasioning a loss of $1,197.

How far the government may bo held responsible for losses
occasioned by a depreciation of its own bills of credit from
their excessive issue, may be questionable. But it would seem
that from a transaction of the above nature in a fund belong-
ing to the wards of the State, a tribe of Indians having no
voice in the affairs of the government, there might well arise an
obligation on the State to see that the remnant of the tribe
shall not suffer for want of a comfortable subsistence.

By a report from Edward Hamilton, addressed to the gov-
ernor, dated December 30, 1858, and appended to his address
to the general court, at the commencement of the session, to
which wo beg leave to refer, it appears that a further loss has
been sustained by the fund of about one thousand dollars,
through the failure of one of their trustees.

The present remnant of the tribe is reported as consisting of
twenty-six persons ; and the Committee consider that an appro-
priation of one thqusaiid dollars for their benefit will not be
excessive; the same to include the amount to be allowed to
Gilbert Walker in liquidation of his claim to us referred, and
upon which this Report is based. They therefore report the
accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee
STEPHEN A. CHASE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

Resolved, That there he allowed to the Indians of the Hassan-
amiscoe tribe, out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, the
sum of one thousand dollars, to be paid over to the judge of
probate and insolvency of the county of Worcester, and by him
invested or disbursed at his discretion, for their benefit, in such
manner as shall most effectually meet the present or future
wants and necessities of the surviving members of said tribe of
Indians, and in payment of the claim of Gilbert Walker; or of
any other claims which may exist for their former support.
And said judge of probate and insolvency shall annually
report to the general court his proceedings in relation to this
allowance.

€ommnnu)caltl) of iltaesfldjusctts.

RESOLVE

in favor of the Hassanamiscoe Tribe of Indians.
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Of the Records of the Proceedings of the Trustees for the
Indians of Hassanamiscoe.

Upon the petition of James Watson, and others, liberty was
granted them to purchase of the Hassanamisco Indians the land
by them petitioned for, for the settlement of forty English fami-
lies, to be of the petitioners or their posterity and no others,
each of whom to build a good habitablehouse, and break up and
fence in at least four acres of land within three years, and within
said term to build and finish a decent meeting-house for the
reception both of English and Indians. To separate twenty
acres of land for a school forever, and build a suitable school-
house, in which should be received and taught the Indian as
well as English children. To set forth a lot of land, equal to
other allotments to the first ordained minister, and constantly
to maintain and duly support a minister and schoolmaster
among them. All to be without charge to the Indians. And
likewise a reserve of an equal dividend to each of the Indian
proprietors (comprehending their improved lands). As also
one hundred acres to the said Indian proprietors, their heirs and
assigns forever.

At a great and general court or assembly, holden May 31st,
1727. On the petition of Samuel Chandler and John Sherman,
a committee was appointed to view the land at Hassanamisco
petitioned for, and report their opinion as to the value thereof.
Who reported thereon September the 21st, 1727. The quantity
of the land to bo sold to be about seven thousand and five hun-
dred acres. The value thereof two thousand and five hundred
pounds under the conditions proposed by the house of repre-
sentatives, June 9, 1725, which was read and accepted in the
house of representatives, December Bth, 1727, and voted, that
upon the payment of the sum of two thousand and five hundred

ABSTEACT

In the House of Representatives, June 9th, 1725.
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pounds, liberty is granted to the petitioners to purchase the lands
at Hassanamisco petitioned for by Samuel Chandler, John Sher-
man, and others, they complying with and performing the
several conditions mentioned in a vote of the house of repre-
sentatives, June 9th, 1725. And Captain Edward Goddard
and Captain Ephraim Curtis, (with such as the honorable
board should appoint,) be trustees fully authorized and impow-
ered as well to approve of the deeds to be executed by the
Indians as to receive the said sum of two thousand and live
hundred pounds, and see that the petitioners effectually comply
with and perform the conditions mentioned in the aforesaid
vote of June 9th, 1725: And to let out the consideration
money of the purchase at interest, to be by them paid to the
Indian proprietors as the court from time to time shall order.
And the trustees to render an accompt annually of their pro-
ceedings therein to the general court in their May session.
Which vote was concurred in council, December 12th, 1727.
And Spencer Phipps, Esqr., was joined as a trustee for the
Indians.

1727, February 6. The trustees met at Mr. Woolson’s, in
Weston, concluded on the method of a draught of a deed to
the English purchasers and a draught of a bond for the pay-
ment of the purchase consideration, and another bond to settle
and perform the conditions ordered by court, and ordered that
a deed should be drawn in the name of the seven Indian
proprietors.

1727, [old style] March 19. The deed and other writings
were executed.

1728, April. Information was received of the death of
Moses Printer and his squaw, and the trustees provided for the
relief of his children.

1728, June 18. The trustees having laid out the lots, &c.,
presented a report of their proceedings to the general court,
which was accepted.

1729, March 27. “ The trustees met at Sudbury, received
interest of 36 bonds, each ,£3 15s. o d., in all £135, which was
committed to Colonel Phipps for the use of the Indians as the
court should order.” Also the principal sums of three bonds,
each £62 10s. o d. the whole £lB7, and soon after received the
remainder of the interest money amounting in the whole to
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£l5O. The trustees presented their memorial to the general
court praying instructions as to the disposal thereof among the
Indians.

1729, May 12. The trustees met at Hassanamisco, and with
the consent of the Indians paid the accompts of several English
people, paid six of the Indian proprietors, £l2 each, being in
all £72. The whole amount being £95 13s. 11d. They also
leased seven lots of meadow land for three and four years, the
rent being reserved to the use of the Indians.

At a general court, August 28, 1729, the trustees presented
their accounts, and were discharged of £ll7 12s. 11d.

At the general court July 1730, the trustees presented their
accounts, charging themselves with the balance of former
accounts, ........ £32 7s. Id.
Item. Interest of £2,500 in the year 1729, . 150 os. Od.

£lB2 7s. Id.

And were allowed for payments, Ac., . . £ll4 7s. 11c?.
And charged with the balance amounting to . 67 19s. 2d.

1731. Balance in the hands of the trustees, £5B 00s. Bd.
1732. Balance of interest £l9 13s. 11d. with bonds, Ac., of

£2O and £23 let out at interest.
1733. Balance of interest £B4 10s. 11d.

and 2 3s. Od. int. of £43,
which was directed to be paid out of this year’s interest.

1734. The trustees are to accompt with the general court
for £26 16s. 00d., interest due on the £2,500, principal and
32 shillings interest due on £43 00s. 00c?. belonging to the
orphan children of Moses Printer, deceased, as also for the said
principal sums of £2,500 and £43.

1736. Balance £7l Bs. 9 d.
1736. The balance appears to be £96 Bs. 9c/., but in the

account of the next year is stated to be £45 19s. Od.
I r,o-r p i ( £2O ss. 6c?.1(8*. Balance, | 413^9^
1738. Balance, j j £5B 6s. 9d.

1741. Balance, £lO7 7s. Od.
1742. Balance, £97 ss. 8c?.
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1743. A new board of trustees appointed, namely, Major
John Jones, Captain Edward Baker, and John Chandler, Esq.,
who received from the former trustees bonds for the security of
£2,500, Old Tenor, principal, and £56 00s. 08c/. in hills of credit,
Old Tenor, which, together with the sum of £341 05s. 00ti.,
like hills outstanding and remaining due on said bonds (inter-
est for the same to March 19 last past) is in full of their
account and the Indians’ dues to that time, except only the
particular account of the minor children of Moses Printer,
which is as follows, viz.: “We find that the said former trustees
being also appointed guardians to the said minors had resting
in their hands for principal and interest to this time on a par-
ticular bond to said Moses in his lifetime (after his just debts
paid) the sum of £4O 11s. 05d. That there is also due to
those minors, by interest of some part of the interest money
arising on said Moses’ part or share of the annual interest on
the principal sum of £2,500. The sum of £ll3 Is. 4c/., due
by bonds and notes, being in all £153 12s. 9d. which we have
now received.

There is also due to the said minors from Mr. Charles Brig-
ham for the rent of meadow the sum of £8 19s. 9d. as per his
note or obligation which we now revive appears.”

By the foregoing “it appears that on the 19th March, A. D.
1743-4 besides the principal sum of (in Old Tenor) £2,500.
There was due to the Indians the said 19th of

March, 1748-4 in Old Tenor which we received
the sum of ...... £56 os. B d.

And for interest outstanding and remaining then
due on their bonds, ..... 341 ss. od.

£397 ss. B d.
And that there was due to the minor children of

Moses Printer deceased, in Old Tenor, the
sum of ....... £162125. 6c/.”

1745, April 9 and 10. The trustees met agreeably to notifi-
cation put into the public prints, in order to revive the interest
due and to exchange the bonds, some of which we exchanged,
and for every 28s. B d. Old Tenor due as principal on a bond
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we took for one ounce of coined silver of sterling alloy—and
in that proportion we agreed to exchange all the bonds.

£ s. d.
1745. Balance, Old Tenor, .

. . . 74 10 11
1745. “ due to minors, . . . 33 7 5
1746, October. Balance still to be acounted for

when received in, . . . . 9 15 4
1746. Balance due to Bithia Printer, . . 27 8 5
1746- March 19. Balance, . . . . 89 07 7
1747- Balance due when received, . . 25 19 3
1748. Balance, 10 19 9f
1749-50. Balance, 2 17 4f
1751. Balance, . .

. . . . 3 0 6f
1752. “ 3 4 8f
1753. Principal 1,744 oz. and parts.
1753. Balance, 1 15 9f
1754. “ 4 2 If
1755. “ 0 0 Ilf
1756. “ 0 18 If
1757. “ 0 5 7f
1758. “ 0 2 lOf
1759. “ 0 8 5f
1760. “ 0 15 2
1761. “ 0 5 0
1762. “ 0 0 5
[1762.] Artemas Ward, Timothy Paine and

Ezra Taylor, Esq., chosen, by the
general court, trustees.

1763. Balance, 16 4
1765. “ 6 7 4
1766. “ ....•■ 2 14 8
1767. “ 0 9 8
1768. “ 0 19 9
1769. “ 2 8 2
1770. “ 3 15 4
1772. “ 6 9 1

1796. Interest money received, . . . $5B 06
1797. “

... 51 41
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Mary Thomas, one of the Grafton Indian women, and wife of
James Thomas, diedAugust 28,1797, at five o’clock in the morn-
ing, and has left one daughter, Hannah Brown, wife ofAndrew
Brown, as the heir to her estate, being throe-fourths of one
original share and proceed of the sale of lands.

Alithea Johns died September 14th, 1805, and left one daugh-
ter named Polly Johns, heir to her estate, being three-eighths
of one original share.

Joseph Aaron died August —, 1808, and was entitled to
three-fourths of one original share, which has been wholly paid
to Silas Fay, by Resolve of the general court, February 2,1797.

Esther Freeborn died, and was entitled to three-eighths of
one share, which was paid to her in her lifetime by Resolve of
the general court, March 4, 1788.

1798. Interest money received, .... $54 97
1799. “ “

.... 54 97
1800. “ “ “

.... 54 97
1801. “ “ “

.... 54 97
1802. “ “ “

....53 60
1803. “ “

.... 65 12
1803. 9th Feb. The general court elected Messrs.

Jonathan Woodbury and Eli Whitney, guar-
dians of the Grafton Indians, in the room of
Isaac Harrington and Edward Rawson.

1804. Interest (on $1,043.85|, exclusive of Stephen
Maynard’s note), .....$O4 11

1805. Interest (on $1,043.85-|-, exclusive of Stephen
Maynard’s note), . . . . . 62 63

1806. Interest, as above, . . . . . . 62 63
1807. Mr. Eli Whitney deceased.

After deducting $118.16-|-, being the amount of
the share of Submit Wamsquam, to be dis-
posed of agreeably to a Resolve of the general
court, there remains of the original proprie-
tors’ fund, exclusive of a debt due from Cap-
tain Stephen Maynard, deceased, $925.69, one
year’s interest on which is, . . . .55 54

1808. After deducting a desperate debt due from Cap-
tain Stephen Maynard, interest on $925.69,. 55 54

2
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1809. The remaining proprietary fund, exclusive of
the rights of Esther Freeborn and Joseph
Aaron, deceased, and Submit Wamsquam,
otherwise disposed of, by Resolves of the gen-
eral court, and after deducting a desperate
debt due from Captain Stephen Maynard,
deceased, is $807.52-]-. Interest, . . $4B 45

1810. Principal, as above. Interest, . . . 48 45
1811. “ “ “ 48 45
1812. “ “ “

.
. 48 45

1813. Principal, exclusive of the rights of Esther Free-
born, Joseph Aaron, and Abigail Printer, alias
Burnee, deceased, and of Submit Wamsquam,
otherwise disposed of by Resolves of the gen-
eral court, and after deducting a desperate
debt due from Captain Stephen Maynard,
deceased, being $413.62]. Interest, . . 24 81|

[lBl4. The principal, as appears by the copy of a Resolve
on file, was $1,474.34.]

Of the seven original shares, in 1813, according to Judge
Howard’s statement, there remained the following:—

; o -c

* i
p ° S*3 v- O O2 on c

NAMES. n ~ | |g 2
|

O C P O •-

£ pH

Heirs of Abigail Printer, alias Burnee, deceased, . . 2] - -

Heirs of Esther Freeborn, deceased, . . . .

Heirs of Joseph Aaron, deceased, ..... | - -

Heirs of Submit Wamsquam, deceased, .... | - -

Heirs of Patience Gimbce, deceased, viz.: Ctesar,
Moses and Lucy, f $3 08 fO 27

Hannah Brown, f 6 16 53
Sarah Philips, | | 6 16 53
Polly Johns, heir of Allithea, |- 308 27
Deborah Newman,..... ... | 308 27

i
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Philips’ family, original fund, . . . $lll 50
Half Otis Newman’s original fund, due

from him, 28 00
sl39 50 Int. $8 87

Brown family, original fund, . . . $lll 50
Avails of land sold, 310 00

421 50 “ 25 29
Lucy Gimbee, original fund, . . . $27 83
Half O. Newman’s original fund, due from him, 27 83
Avails of land sold, . . . . 80 00

135 66 “ 8 15
Moses Gimbee, original fund, . . . $27 83
Avails of land sold, . . . . 90 00

ll7 83 “ 7 07
Polly Johns’ family, original fund, . 53 83 “ 335

$B7O 32

August 20, 1828.
I certify that this paper contains an account of the personal property, lately

in my hands, belonging to the Grafton Indians, and giving as correct a view
of the manner of distributing the same, as I can furnish from any documents
ever in my possession.

JoxA. Lki.axd, late Trustee of the Grafton Indians.

The following schedule shows the kind and amount of prop-
erty received [by Cyrus Leland, Trustee] of Jona. Leland,
late Trustee of the Grafton Indians, viz.:—

I I
„

. .
,

Interest toi Principal.
j Ist April, 1828.

Eliza and Caleb Burbank’s bond, interest due from
March 19th, 1824, $lB4 41 | $44 25

Israel Whitney and Ebenezer Wiswell’s note, interest
due from 19th March, 1825, 290 00 52 20

Israel Whitney and Daniel Sterns’ note, interest due
from March 20th, 1825, ...... 109 75 19 75

Clark Brown and Timothy Gleason’s note, interest due
from April Ist, 1823, . . . . . 50 00 15 00

Pliny Slocomb and John W. Sloeomb’s note, interest
due from Ist April, 1823, 86 50 25 95

Joseph Printer and Joshua Chase’s note, interest due
from February 25th, 1820, ..... 59 94 24 96

- $7BO 10 $lB2 11
182 11

|5962 21
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1829. Principal, $870.35.
1830. Sept. 15. In the hands of the administrator of

Cyrus Lelaud, . . . $1,005 72

The following Schedule shows the kind and amount of prop-
erty received of Thaddeus Read, administrator of the goods and
estate of Cyrus Lelaud, Esq., late Trustee, deceased, for the
Hassanamisco or Grafton Indians, viz.:—

Elijah and Caleb Burbank’s Bond—
Principal, .......

§lBl 41
Interest to April Ist, 1832, .... 33 53

§2l7 94

Clark Brown and Timothy Gleason, Note—•
Principal, §5O 00
Interest to Ist April, 1832, .... 900

59 00

Batchellors, Harrington & Co., Note—-
Principal, §B6 50
Interest to Ist April, 1832, .... 865

95 15

Joseph Prentice and Joshua Chase, Note—
Principal and interest cast to Ist April, 1832, . . . 41 79

Two notes in the hands of Hon. John Davis, for collection,
amounting to, principal and interest at Ist April, 1832, . . 472 75

§836 63
Joseph Prentiss and Joshua Chase, note—allowed by the General

Court, at June session, 1831, ....... 41 97

§844 66

[Resolve on the Petition of Joseph Prentiss, June15, 1831 ]

Resolved , For reasons set forth in said petition, that Cyrus
Lelaud, trustee of the Hassanamisco Indians, be, and he
hereby is authorized and empowered, to receive a note given to
the said Prentiss by Samuel Phillips, deceased, one of said
tribe, the sum of twenty-four dollars and thirty cents, in part
satisfaction of a note which the said Lelaud, in his said
holds against the said Prentiss.—[Laws and Resolves, p. 617.]



Dr. Moses Roberts in account with himself as Trustee with Grafton Indians. Cr. gj
‘ Oi

- -' i "SO
To amount of disposable fund, 8119 09 By cash paid P. Merrick to balance account, : 890 04 L—l
To cash collected on notes, IGI 91 By account for services, cash paid out, &c., j 190 96

$2Bl 00 j | 8281 00

Grafton, July 27th, 1841. All accounts between Moses Roberts, as Trustee, and Pliny Merick, District-Attorney, are this day settled in full of all demands, and said Roberts
and his boudsmeu discharged.

hnhH
O

Dr. Charles Brigham in account with himself as Trustee for the Grafton Tribe of Indians. Cr.
S3

To amount of disposable funds, .......
- i By cash paid out to Indians. -

1844. | 1850.
Dec. 12, To my services and cash paid out as Trustee for three years, . 830 00 May IG, By cash from sale of Gimbee land, 8325 00 .

1857. '

1855.
Mar. 30, To my services and cash paid out in dividing land, . . . 10 00 June 18, By cash from State Treasurer, 30 00 , .

1850. 1857. J-
Nov. 8, To cash deposited in State Treasury, 279 00 June 21, By cash from State Treasurer, 10 00

1856.
Nov. 8, To my services for six years and cash paid out, .... 46 00 May 22, By cash from State Treasurer, 56 29

1856. 1857.
Feb. 1, To my services for six years and cash paid out, . . . 56 29 May 13, By cash from sale of Hector’s land in Grafton, .... 537 00

1857.
May 13, To cash paid for W orcester land in Worcester, for Hector, . 700 00 j May 13, By cash from State Treasurer, i 163 00

81,121 29 | 51,121 29

May 13, 1857. Being appointed a Trustee for the Grafton Tribe of Indians, without any funds in my hands to do with, therefore I have only made a record as above, for the cash
received from the sale of land; themoney paid out for land purchased; formoney paid in and drawn out of the State Treasury; the amount allowed me for my services; cash paid
out for travelling expenses, for searching records, attending the General Court, looking up lost lands, and surveying, &c., for fifteen or twenty years past.

CHARLES BRIGHAM.
»— h

, --t -- . - • • ■" ■ ■ ■ CO
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The record closes witli the foregoing account of Charles
Brigham.

In the year 1785, the Indians presented a petition to the
general court setting forth, “ That whereas our honourable
General Court has appointed Trustees over us in order to pay us
our interest money that is due to us by the sale of our lands in
Hassanamisco, alias Grafton-—which interest we your petition-
ers were to receive annually for ever—which we did receive
until within this seven years last past, and now this six or
seven years, last past have not received one quarter part of our
interest so due to us.” Wherefore, praying the Court to point
a way whereby they might receive their interest that was kept
from them. Upon which petition the Trustees were directed
to lay their accounts before the General Court, on the second
Wednesday of their next sitting, for examination.

1858. By Resolve, chapter 36, $2OO was granted to the
Hassanamisco Indians, to be paid out of the Treasury, “ to be
disbursed by the judge of probate of the County of Worcester,
in such manner as most effectually to meet the present wants
and necessities of the surviving members of the Hassanamisco
tribe of Indians.”

Respectfully submitted

DAVID PULSIFER.

Secretary’s Office, Feb. 28,1859,


