
HOUSE....No.No. 243.

Supt. Alien Passengers’ Office 59 Long Wharf, >

Boston, March 21, 1859. \

Sir,—In obedience to an Order of the House of Representa-
tives, offered by Hon. Mr. Chase, of Salem, I have the honor
herewith to transmit the information desired ; and Sir, remain,

Your honor’s obedient servant,

EDW’D HAMILTON,
Superintendent of Alien Passengers.

Hon. Charles Hale, Speaker of the House of Representatives

(Hommomucaltl) of illnssncljusttts.
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59 Long Wharf, Boston, )

March 22, 1859. j

Hon. Charles Hale, Speaker of the House of Representatives :

Whole number of passengers landed at this port from
January 1, 1858, to March 17, 1859, is >.

. . 10,170
Number here before, .....5,575
Commuted at $2 each, ....4,526
Extra commuted, ..... 42
Bonded, ....... 27

10,170

Cash received for 4,526 passengers at $2 each, . 19,052 00
Cash received for 42 extra commuted passengers, 691 00

19,734 00

Cash paid State treasurer, . . . $7,685 00
passengers in transit, . . 604 00
expense of paupers to Halifax, 50 68
expense of office from Jan, 1,

to March 17, 1859, . . 1,188 77
on hand ..... 214 60

59,743 00

Amount of receipts due Commonwealth, $1,403 37
Amount due from Commonwealth for

expenses, .....1,188 77
Balance due the Commonwealth, .

. $214 60

(tfommomumltl) of Massachusetts.
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Expenses of this Office from January 1, 1858, to March 17,
1859.

Paid Superintendent’s salary, .
. $2,416 66

M. Webb, “ .
. 1,329 16

Win. J. Stetson, “
. . 882 08

Frcd’k Moro, “
. . 725 00

Charles Hadley, “
. . 696 00

John Croker, “

. . 507 50
Edward Dalton, “ (office hoy) 181 25
Office rent and taxes, . . . 244 55
sundry bills office expenses, vouch-

ers on file in Auditor’s office, . 490 03
sundry bills for supplies andrepairs

boat “ Whisper,” on file in Au-
ditor’s office, .... 597 36

sundry bills for docking, copper-
ing and Unusual repairs on boat
“ Whisper,” on file in Auditor’s
office, ..... 366 35

58,435 94

Whole expense office from January 1, 1858, to March 17,
1859, $8,435.94.
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Sib,—In addition to the information herewith transmitted,
the undersigned begs leave to submit the following statements
relative to this office, believing they will be of value sufficient
to interest the members of the house of representatives.

The present system of charitable pauper institutions was
instituted in the year 1854.

The -whole number of alien passengers landed at the port of
Boston from 1854 to 1859, is 91,433. Of this number but
3.396 have been in our almshouses during that period.

1,554 at Tewksbury Almshouse 28,457 weeks, or
averaging 15 weeks each at |1.25 per week,
at an expense of $18.75 for each, or a total
expense, of ..... $26,138 00

1,145 at Bridgewater Almshouse, 15,168 weeks,
or 13 weeks each at $1.25 per week, is
$16.25 each, or total expense of . . 18,606 00

697 at Monson Almshouse, 9,138 weeks, or 13
weeks each at $1.25 per week, is $16.25
each, or total expense of . . . . 11,301 00

3.396 $56,045 00
Expense of the 3,396 to the State, $56,045.

Whole amount of money received by superin-
tendent of alien passengers from 1854 to 1859 is $137,033 91

Whole expense of collecting same, . . • 34,000 00

$103,033 91
Amount refunded persons leaving the State, . 16,278 00

$86,755 91
Cost of supporting the 3,396 paupers who landed

in Boston as per above statement, . . . 56,045 00

Net proceeds of office remaining in treasury, . $30,710 91
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It should be borne in mind that the old adage, “an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure,” applies to the office of
Superintendent of Alien Passengers with much force. A vigi-
lant and faithful execution of proper laws prevent the bringing
in of paupers from other nations, and particularly from the
British Provinces. Undoubtedly, the fact that our passenger
laws are energetically enforced, acts as a preventive of the
attempt to land destitute and infirm aliens on our shores. We
think this office would save money to the Commonwealth, even
though it did not put a dollar into the treasury of the State, for
this reason.

The past year was one of unusual depression in the passen-
ger, as it was in all other kinds of business, and not peculiar to
this city, but the singular fact appears, that the ratio of money
sent out by their friends to people abroad, and the numbers
landed at New York, bears the same proportion to the decrease
as does the number landed in 1858 bear to the number landed
in 1857 at this port. (See Public Document, No. 15.)

Last year the remittances from the United States by previous
Irish emigrants, to enable their friends to join them, amounted
to only <£593,165, while the average of the preceding ten years
was about a million sterling.

The whole number of immigrants who arrived at the port of
New York from September 30, 1857, to September 30, 1858,
was 99,411; the whole number that arrived during the same
period of time from September 30, 1856, to September 30,
1857, was 185,602.

The general revival of business in all departments would,
of itself, tend to materially increase the number of immigrants
to our shores, and were there nq other facts to give as a reason
why the receipts of this office would bo very much larger this,
than they were the last year, this alone would suffice ; but added
to this, we have several other reasons upon which we found our
belief that the receipts of this office will be at least three times
as much as they were the last year.

After the failure of the well-known house of Enoch Train &

Co., the only regular line of Liverpool packets was broken up.
A new house soon started to supply this want, and until the last
fall, were the only persons extensively engaged in the passen-
ger carrying business between this port and Liverpool.
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The last fall two new firms have gone into a vigorous compe-
tition for this business, not only with the established firm here,
but also with the New York merchants engaged in it. They
are firms of wealth, high standing, and known character, having
extensive connections in Europe, and amply able to sustain
themselves in the competition for this business. That they feel
competent to the task, is evinced by the fact that they have
reduced the price of passage from Liverpool from $2l in
November, to $l7 in February, the same rate being now
charged to New York ; a state of tilings which has not existed
for several years, Boston heretofore charging higher rates than
hew York merchants.

This vigorous competition of new firms, to say nothing of the
very material reduction in the price of passage, would, of itself,
be sufficient to largely increase business, did we not also have
the fact to rely on, that all kinds of business are thriving.

To show that this view is correct, I have taken pains to learn
how many tickets have been purchased by friends here to bring
over their friends from abroad, and compare the number sent
this year, with the number sent in former years, particularly
the last year.

In 1857, from January 1, to February 22, the whole number
of tickets sent out was .

. . . . 733
In 1868, in the same time, .... 155
In 1859, in the same time, . . . . 799

Thus it will be seen that this year the number of tickets sold
is more than in the same time in 1857, and five times as many
as in 1858.

In addition to this, a line of steamers, from Galway to St.
Johns, N. 8., was, the last year established, which brings
passengers at a low rate weekly, and a considerable number
may be expected from that source, by the semi-weekly line of
steam and the various lines of sailing packets from that port.

That my views of the large increase of income to the State,
from this office the present year, are in accordance with the
views of the three leading passenger business firms of this city,
I herewith annex letters from them containing statements of
facts, which it cannot be denied, are conclusive evidence that
my views upon this subject are correct. In this connection I
would state that Messrs. Thayer & Warren were last year the
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only persons engaged in the Liverpool passenger business in this
city, in the period named in their communication, therefore the
number of tickets sold by them, viz. : 307, represents all the
tickets sent out last year in that time. It will he observed that
this single firm have this year sold three times this number in
the same time, and the numbers sold by the other firms are
additional to this.

Trusting this statement of facts made, and data furnished
herein, may be acceptable to you and to the honorable house
of representatives, I have the honor to remain, sir,

Your very obedient servant.
EDWARD HAMILTON,

Superintendent of Alien Passengers
.
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Boston, March 22, 1859.

Edward Hamilton, Esq., Su’pt. Alien Passengers, Boston :

Sir,—For your information in regard to prospective immigration
from Liverpool to Boston, we subjoin the following copy from our
record book of pre-paid certificates sold by us since January 1, 1859.

i
1850. January. February. March. Totals.

Adults, .... 109 360 351 820

Children, .... 13 35 48 06

Infants .... 1 4 2 7

Total souls to this date, ........ 923

r i |
1858. January. February. March. Totals.

Adults, .... 4G 126 98 270

Children, .... 2 14 18 34

Infants, ....
- 1 2 3

Total souls to same date, 1858, ...... 307

With the best months of the year, April and May, still to come,
we look for the same ratio of increase over 1858, all through the year.

We find that almost every pre-paid certificate sent out to Ireland,
brings frends who join the party, and pay on the other side.

The return of prosperity to the manufacturing interests of Now
England is creating a demand for labor which will stimulate emigra-
tion from Europe, and a consequent rapid diminution cf paupers in
all the State almshouses, from this time forward.

Yours respectfully,
Thayer & Warren.
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Boston, March 22, 1859.

Edw. Hamilton, Esq,

Dear Sir,—Your respected favor of yesterday is to hand, and in
reply would say that we think the passenger business from Liverpool
to Boston will he much greater during the year 1859 than the past
year. As to how many more, it is of course impossible to form exact
estimates. We have already sold a large number of tickets, and have
no doubt hut the business will be threefold over last year’s.

Yours, very truly,

Boston, March 22, 1859.

Edward Hamilton, Esq.:

Dear Sir, —Yours of yesterday, asking our opinion as to the proba-
ble increase or decrease of alien immigration into this State compared
with last year, is at hand.

Respecting immigration from the British Provinces, we could not
very well give any estimate, but from Great Britain and Ireland we

think it will be double what it was last year—that is, twice the num-

ber of passengers that arrived during 1858 will arrive during 1859
from Great Britain and Ireland.

Yours, respectfully,

2

Page, Richardson & Co.

Wheeler & Armstrong.
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