
SENATE . .1No. 17,

In Senate, February 6,185F.

The Committee upon the Revision of the Statutes, to whom
was referred “ so much of the Address of His Excellency the
Governor as relates to the Revision of the Statute Law,” and also
the “ Report of the Commissioners appointed to arrange and
consolidate the General Statutes of the Commonwealth,” and
also the “ Resolves concerning the Revision of the General
Laws,” offered in the Senate by Mr. Butler, of Middlesex,
having duly considered the various matters given them, beg
leave to report the accompanying Resolves concerning the
Revision of the Statute Law.

For the Committee,

BENJ. F. BUTLER.
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RESOLVES

Concerning the Revision of the Statute Laws.

1. Resolved
,

That the proposed revision of the general stat-
utes of the Commonwealth is so far advanced by the commis-
sioners, that it is expedient that the legislature should proceed
to complete the same as a code of laws.

2. Resolved, That for this purpose the legislature will hold
a special session on the first Wednesday of September next.

3. Resolved, That a joint special committee of eleven on
the part of the senate, and twenty-eight on the part of the
house, to whom shall be added the president of the senate and
the speaker of the house, be appointed to examine and consider
during the recess of the legislature, the report of the commis-
sioners appointed “to consolidate and arrange the general
statutes of the Commonwealth,” with power to propose such
amendments and alterations in existing laws as such commit-
tee may deem expedient.

4. Resolved, That this committee hold their sessions in the
senate chamber, or other convenient room in the State House,
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and that they have power to elect their chairman by bal-
lot ; to require the services of such officers of the legislature,
and do such other acts as they may find necessary for the con-
venient despatch of their business and proceedings, of all which
they shall keep an accurate journal.

5. Resolved, That if upon the assembling of the committee
or afterwards, any vacancy should occur therein from any
cause, the remaining members shall fill the vacancy by ballot,
from the branch of this legislature whose member shall be
absent from his duties.

6. Resolved ,
That the “ commissioners for the arrangement

and consolidation of the statutes,” or so many of them as may
be necessary, are hereby directed to attend the sessions of the
committee when thereto requested, to give such explanations of
their arrangement of the statutes and of the modification and
changes, and of the reasons which led thereto, which they have
reported, as will fully aid the committee in the consideration of
their report, and farther to furnish such other information as
they may have as to the expediency of any proposed alteration
of existing laws.

7. Resolved, That the committee report in print, and that
their report, together with the journal of the committee, be
laid before the legislature at the special session thereof.

8. Resolved, That all general laws passed by this legislature
be referred to this committee to ’be revised and incorporated in
their appropriate chapters into the general code of laws.
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