
SENATE....No. 179.

In Senate, March 81, 1859.

The Committee on Education, to whom was committed the
Petition of Winslow Lewis, and so much of the Governor’s
Message as relates to the Museum of Comparative Zoology,
have considered said matters, and report the accompanying Bill.

WM. T. DAVIS, Chairman.

of ittassacfyusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Nine.

AN ACT
To incorporate The Trustees of the Museum of Com-

parative Zoology.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same

, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The governor, the lieutenant-governor,
2 the president of the senate, the speaker of the house
3 of representatives, the secretary of the board of edu-
-4 cation, the chief justice of the highest judicial court,
5 ex officiis, and Louis Agassiz and William Gray,
6 together with Jacob Bigelow, James Walker, George
7 Ticknor, Nathaniel Thayer, Samuel Hooper, Samuel
8 G. Ward and James Lawrence, and their successors,
9 are hereby made a body politic and corporate, by the

10 name of the “Trustees of the Museum of Compara-
] 1 tive Zoology,” with all the powers and privileges set

vEommomumltl) of iHassndjusctts.
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12 forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
13 Statutes, so far as the same are applicable to the pur-
-13 poses for which said corporation is established, as
15 hereinafter mentioned, and not inconsistent with the
16 provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may receive, hold, pur-
-2 chase and possess, real and personal property not
3 exceeding three hundred thousand dollars in value, to
4 be used and improved for the erection, support and
5 maintenance, of a Museum of Comparative Zoology,
6 at Cambridge, in this Commonwealth, and the sum of
7 fifty thousand dollars, heretofore contributed in aid of
8 the Museum of Comparative Zoology, by William
9 Gray, shall be deemed to be part of the sum required

10 to be raised by private subscription for the said
11 museum, as a condition precedent to the payment, by
12 the Commonwealth, to said trustees, of any part of
13 the avails of the sales of land in the Back Bay.

1 Sect. 3. The places of Louis Agassiz and Wil-
-2 liam Gray, whenever the same, or either of them,
3 shall become vacant by death, resignation, or other-
-4 wise, shall be filled by a concurrent vote of the senate
5 and house of representatives, and the same course
6 shall be afterwards adopted when the place of the
7 successor of either of them shall become vacant; but
8 any vacancy occasioned by the death, resignation, or
9 otherwise, of any of the other persons named in this

10 act, (except the members designated ex officiis,) or of
11 the successors of such persons, shall be filled by
12 election; by the whole board of trustees, at meetings
13 specially called for that purpose.
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1 Sect. 4. The said trustees shall arrange, so far as
2 may be done, consistently with the interests of the
3 institution, for the distribution of duplicate specimens,
4 by exchange or otherwise, among other colleges and
5 institutions of learning, in this Commonwealth and
6 elsewhere. And the museum belonging to said trus-
-7 tees shall, at all reasonable times, and under reason-
-8 able regulations, be kept open to the public free of
9 charge.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


