
SENATE.....No. 196.

Mr. Parker, of Worcester, proposes the following as a substitute for
Section 25 of Chapter 70, of the Bill for Revising and Consolidating the
General Statutes of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 25. The board of directors for public institutions2 of the city of Boston, and the overseers of the poor of other
3 cities and towns, shall, on or before the fifteenth day of-1 October of each year, make out and return to the secretary
o of the commonwealth a statement of the paupers in such6 city or town as they were during the year ending on the
7 last day of the month preceding ; which return shall con--8 tain true and correct answers to the following inquiries :

9 What number of persons have been relieved or supported10 by your town during the year ending September 30 ? Of
11 those, how many have a legal settlement in your town?
12 How many are foreigners ? How many of the foreigners
13 are from England and Ireland ? How many state paupers14 have you sent to the state almshouses ? How many of the
15 poor assisted in your town or sent to state almshouses were16 foreigners ? How many of your insane do you support in
17 state lunatic hospitals ? How many of your idiotic poor
18 are in the state institution for educating idiots ? Have you19 an almshouse ? What number of acres of land is attached
20 to your almshouse ? What is the estimated present value
21 of your almshouse establishment ? Real estate ? Personal ?

22 What number of persons have been supported in your
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23 almshouse during the whole or any part of the year ?

24 What is the average number supported in the almshouse ?

25 What is the average weekly cost of supporting each pauper
26 in the almshouse ? What number of persons have been
27 inmates of your almshouse who are unable to perform any
28 kind or amount of labor ? What is the estimated value of
29 all the labor performed by the poor in your almshouse ?

80 How many persons have you supported out of the alms-
-31 house during the whole or a portion of the year ? What is
32 the average weekly cost of supporting each pauper out of
33 the almshouse ? How many have you aided out of the
34 almshouse ? How many have you supported or relieved
35 who were insane ? How many who were idiots ? What
36 number of persons, relieved or supported during the year,
37 in your town, have become dependent by reason of insanity
38 or idiocy ? What number of your poor, supported at the
39 public charge, have been made dependent by intemperance
40 in themselves ? What number by intemperance in those
41 who ought to have been their supporters ? Wdiat is the
42 total net amount of expense of supporting or relieving the
43 poor in your town during the year, including interest on
44 your almshouse establishment ? How many are supported
45 in your almshouse at the present time ? How many are
46 supported out of the almshouse at the present time ? How
47 many are assisted out of the almshouse at the present
48 time ? They shall, at the same time, make correct returns
49 of all children in such city or town under fourteen years of
50 age who are supported at the public charge, specifying
51 therein the name, age, and sex, of each. And the secre-
-52 tary of the commonwealth shall, in the month of September
53 annually, furnish the board of directors for public institu-
-54 tions of the city of Boston, and the overseers of the poor of
55 every other city and town with blank forms of returns,
56 which shall contain in substance the foregoing interroga-
-57 tories.


