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€ommom»caltl) of ilTaooadjitoctts.

House

op

Representatives, February

10,1860.

The Committee on the Constitution and Laws, who were
instructed by an Order of the 17th of January, to inquire into
the expediency of so amending the Constitution as to abolish
the Governor’s Council, report the accompanying Resolve.
Per Order,
J. Q. A. GRIFFIN.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

[Feb.

(dommomoealtl) of ittassacljiisctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.

RESOLVE
Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution.
Resolved That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of
this Commonwealth, by adopting the subjoined Article of
Amendment, and that the same be published, to the end that,
if agreed to by the General Court next to be chosen, in the
manner provided by the Constitution, it may be submitted to
the people for their ratification, in order that it may become a
part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth.
,

1860.]
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Article

of

3

Amendment.

1
Those articles of the constitution which provide
2 for the election of councillors, and those articles and

3 clauses of the constitution which define their powers
4 and duties, are hereby rescinded.
5
All the powers and duties which by the constitu-6 tion or laws are vested in, or required to be performed
7 by the governor and council jointly, or the council
8 alone, shall be vested in and performed by the gov-9 ernor until the general court shall otherwise pro-10 vide by law, except that the governor, lieutenant-11 governor, secretary, treasurer and receiver-general,
12 auditor, attorney-general, or a majority of them, shall
13 examine the returned copies of the records for the
14 election of governor, lieutenant-governor, senators,
15 representatives to congress, electors of president and
16 vice-president, and the returns of votes in all other
17 cases provided by law, at the same times and in like
18 manner as is now required to be done by the governor
19 and council.

