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House

of

Representatives, February 21, 1860.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the
Report and Form of a Valuation Act, (printed as House Document, No. 17, of the present year,) have considered the same,
and report the accompanying Bill and Resolve.
For the Committee,

CHARLES HALE, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.

AN ACT
To ascertain the Ratable Estate within this Common-

wealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows
:—
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Sect. 1. The assessors of each city and town in
this Commonwealth, for the year one thousand eight
hundred and sixty, shall, on or before the first day of
September, take and lodge in the secretary's office a
true and perfect list, conformably to the list hereinafter recited, of all male polls of twenty years old
and upwards, whether at home or abroad, distinguishing such as are exempted from taxation; and of all
ratable estate, both real and personal, lying within
their cities and towns, not exempted by law from

paying state taxes, expressing by whom occupied or
possessed, particularly mentioning dwelling-houses,
and shops under the same roof or adjoining thereto
shops separate from them; distill houses; tanneries,
and other manufactories of leather; warehouses and
stores; breweries; ropewalks; barns; grist mills;
17 saw mills; steam and other mills; cotton factories, with
;
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the spindles and looms in the same woollen factories,
with the sets of cards in the same; linen factories,
with the spindles and looms in the same establishments for printing silks and calicoes ; bleacheries;
paper mills; card factories; boot factories; shoe
23 factories boot and shoe factories India rubber
24 factories; carriage and car factories; piano-forte
25 factories; sewing-machine factories; chair factories;
26 pail and tub factories other wooden ware factories ;
27 oil factories ; glass factories ; rolling mills; furnaces
28 and forges; iron, brass and other foundries ; ore beds,
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;

;

;

;

;
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with their furnaces; machine shops; tool factories;
small-arm factories nail and tack machines; scythe
and axe factories; other manufactories of iron,
copper, brass, and other metals all other buildings and
edifices of the value of twenty dollars and upwards to one
hundred dollar's the same description of buildings
of a value exceeding one hundred dollars; the number
of superficial feet of wharf; the number of tons of
vessels of five tons burthen and upwards, whether at
home or abroad; the value of rights to take ice from
ponds, as merchandise the amount of each person’s
whole stock in trade, including all goods, wares and
merchandise, at home or abroad, paid for or not paid
for—also those in their hands by factorage; govern;

;

;

38
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42
-43 ment securities of all kinds moneys at interest, more
44 than any creditor pays interest for amount of money
45 on hand, including such as may be deposited in any
46 bank or other incorporated company amount of stock
47 held by the stockholders in any bank or insurance
48 company; shares or property in any bridge, canal, or
49 railroad company, with the value thereof; shares or
50 property in any other incorporated company, or com;

;

;

;
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51 pany organized under the general laws of this Com-52 monwealth, possessing taxable property, with the
53 value thereof; number of ounces of plate of all kinds,
54 exceeding twenty dollars in value; the number of
55 horses, of one year old and upwards; the number of
56 mules and asses, of one year old and upwards; the
57 number of oxen, of four years old and upwards; the
5 8 number of cows, of three years old and upwards;
59 the number of steers and heifers, of one year old and
60 upwards; the number of sheep, of six months old and
61 upwards; and the number of swine, of six months
62 old and upwards: provided however that all the
63 machinery employed in any branch of manufactures,
64 and belonging to any corporation, copartnership, per-65 son or persons, of this or any other state, shall be
66 taken and returned in the respective cities or towns
67 wherein such machinery may be situated or employed:
68 and provided, further that, in taking and returning
69 the shares in any manufacturing corporation, there
70 shall first be deducted therefrom the value of the
71 machinery and real estate belonging to such corpora,

,

,

-72 tion.
And the said assessors, in making the said lists,
74 shall distinguish the different improvements of land,
75 and return the lists in the following manner, viz.: the
76 whole number of acres of land in the town, from
77 actual survey; the number of acres of tillage land;
78 the number of acres of orcharding of all kinds of
73

79 fruits; the number of acres of English upland and
80 fresh meadow mowing lands, with the tons of hay,
81 of each sort, annually produced •therefrom; the num-82 her of acres of salt marsh, with the tons of hay
83 annually produced therefrom; the number of acres
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of pasture land the number of acres of woodland of
every sort, unimproved land, unimprovable land, and
lands belonging to any town or other proprietary;
and the number of acres used for roads, and covered
with water, according to the best estimation of the
excepting all the estates belonging to
assessors
Harvard, Williams, Amherst, and Tufts colleges, and
to incorporated theological institutions and academies, and also the estate belonging to the Massachusetts General Hospital, and improved for the purposes of that institution: provided always that the
produce of lands above enumerated shall not be
taken into consideration, in forming a state valuation, for any other purpose than for ascertaining the
98 relative value of such lands in the various parts of
99 The Commonwealth.
100 And the said assessors shall cause all the columns
101 on each sheet of the several items contained in the
102 lists to be carefully cast up, footed, and carried
103 forward, so as to present the sum total under each
104 head of said lists; and the lists of the polls and
105 ratable estates, to be taken as aforesaid, shall be
106 taken as of the first day of May.
84
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,

Sect. 2. The assessors shall accompany the lists
of property required to be returned by the foregoing
section, with a full and accurate description of the
character and value of the shops within or adjoining to dwelling-houses,” other shops,” steam and
other mills,” and unimproved land,” and also, of
the buildings and edifice of the value of twenty dollars and upwards, and of one hundred dollars value
and upwards; and they shall also set forth all the
“

“

“

“
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10 property belonging to the town in its corporate
11 capacity, whether buildings or land, stating the pur-12
13
14
15

poses for which the buildings are used, and the
income thereof, and the quantity and character of the
land, and the income thereof, and also the value of
said property.
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Sect. 3. The said assessors, before they enter on
this work, shall take the following oath or affirmation, viz.: You, A. 8., being chosen an assessor for
the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty, do
swear (or affirm) that you will faithfully and impartially, according to your best skill and judgment, do
and perform the whole duty of an assessor, as directed
and enjoined by an act of this Commonwealth,
entitled “An Act to ascertain the ratable estate
within this Commonwealth,” without favor or prejudice. So help you, God. Which oath or affirmation
may be administered by such officers as are now
authorized by law to administer the usual oaths to
town officers; and a certificate of its administration
shall accompany the returns of the assessors. And
each and every assessor shall be allowed, by the city
or town to which he belongs, the sum of tw o dollars

r

for every day which he shall be necessarily employed
in doing the duties enjoined by this act.

Sect. 4. If any assessor of any city or town within
1
2 this Commonwealth, for the year aforesaid, shall
3 refuse to take such oath or affirmation, or, having
4 taken the same, shall neglect or refuse to do or per-5 form all the duties required by this act, or shall act
6 in any way fraudulently or deceitfully therein, he
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shall, for each of those offences, forfeit and pay a fine
of not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than
two thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court
before whom the trial shall be had. And every person liable to be taxed, and not out of this Commonwealth on and from the first day of May next, to the
first day of June next, who shall refuse or wilfully
neglect to give the assessors in writing, and on oath
or affirmation, if required, (which oath or affirmation
the said assessors are hereby respectfully empowered
to administer,) a true account of all his or her ratable

18 estate, according to the true intent and meaning of
19 this act, shall be doomed by the said assessors, accord-20 ing to their best skill and judgment, to the full
21 amount of his or her ratable estate; and the oath last
22 mentioned shall be in the following form, viz.: You,
23 C. D., do swear (or affirm) that all your ratable
24 estate, conformably to this list here shown by you,
25 doth not exceed this account by you now exhibited,
26 according to your best knowledge and judgment. So
27 help you, God: provided nevertheless that every per-28 son conscientiously scrupulous of taking an oath in
29 the form required by law, who shall be required to
30 take either of the oaths aforesaid, shall be excused
31 therefrom, upon solemnly and sincerely affirming the
32 truth of the declaration therein contained, under the
33 pains and penalties of perjury.
,
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,

Sect. 5. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall
furnish the assessors of each city and town with a
copy of this act, within ten days of its approval by
the governor; and he shall cause to be printed blank
tables, with columns headed with appropriate denomi-
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6 nations, for the returns of the particulars indicated
7 in this act, and shall furnish a sufficient number of
8 copies thereof to the assessors of each city and town,
9 on or before the second day of April.

1
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3
4
5
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10

The assessors of each city and town in
this Commonwealth, for the year one thousand eight
hundred and sixty, shall, on or before the first day of
September, transmit to the secretary’s office a true
and attested copy of the valuation by which the town
and county taxes were made in their respective cities
and towns for the year one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-nine, and said copy shall embrace a full
inventory or list of all the items of property so
valued.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

All fines and forfeitures arising by this
act may be recovered in the supreme judicial court of
this Commonwealth, by information filed in said
court by the attorney-general: and the secretary is
hereby required to furnish the attorney-general with
a list of the cities and towns, the assessors of which
shall neglect to lodge in his office a list of the polls
and estates, agreeably to the provisions of this act, to
the end that they may be prosecuted at the discretion
of said officer.

Sect. 6.

Sect. 7.

Sect. 8. The following shall be the form of the
1
2 lists for the state valuation for the year eighteen
3 hundred and sixty, namely
4 A list of the polls and estates, real and personal, of
5
in
the several proprietors and inhabitants of
6
the county of
taken pursuant to an act passed
:

,
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7
8
9
-10
11

12

in the year one thousand eight hundred
and sixty, entitled “An Act to ascertain the ratable
estate within this Commonwealth,” by the subduly
scribers, assessors of the said town of
sworn;
and
elected
Number of polls ratable, twenty years old and
,

,

—

13 upwards.
14 Number of male polls, not taxed nor supported by
15 the town.
16 Number of male polls supported by the town.

17

Number of dwelling-houses.
Number of shops within or adjoining to dwelling-

18
-19 houses.
20
Number of other shops.

21
22

Number of warehouses and stores.
Number of distil houses.

23
Number of breweries.
24 Number of tanneries and other manufactories of
25 leather.
26 Number of ropewalks.
27 Number of barns.
28 Number of grist mills.
29 Number of saw mills.
30 Number of steam and other mills, not above enu-31 merated.
32 Number of cotton factories.
33
Number of spindles in the same.
34 Number of looms in the same.
35
Number of w r oollen factories.
36 Number of sets of cards in the same.
37 Number of linen factories.
38 Number of spindles in the same.
39 Number of looms in the same,
«

2
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40
Number of establishments for printing silks and
41 calicoes.
42
Number of bleachcries.
43
Number of paper mills.
44
Number of card factories.
45
Number of boot factories.
46
Number of shoe factories.
Number of boot and shoe factories.
47
48
Number of India rubber factories.
49
Number of carriage and car factories.
50
Number of piano-forte factories.
51
Number of sewing-machine factories.
52
Number of chair factories.
Number of pail and tub factories.
53
54
Number of other wooden ware factories.
55
Number of oil factories of all kinds.
56
Number of glass factories.
57
Number of rolling mills.
58 Number of furnaces and forges.
Number of iron, brass, and other foundries.
59
60
Number of ore beds, with their furnaces.
61
Number of machine shops.
Number of tool factories.
62
63
Number of small arm factories.
64
Number of nail and tack machines.
Number of scythe and axe factories.
65
66
Number of other manufactories of iron, copper,
67 brass, and other metals.
68
Number of all other works and buildings, between
69 twenty dollars and one hundred dollars value.
70 Number of all other works and buildings, of more
71 than one hundred dollars value.
*

72

Number of superficial feet of wharf.
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Number of tons of vessels of live tons burthen and
74 upwards.
75
Value of rights to take ice from ponds, as mer-76 chaudise.
77 Amount of every person’s whole stock in trade,
78 &c.
Amount of money at interest, more than any credi79
-80 tor pays interest for, including United States and
81 state securities.
82 Amount of money on hand, including deposits in
83 any bank, &c.
84
Amount of stock held by stockholders in any
85 bank or insurance company.
86
Number of shares in toll bridges, canals, railroads,
87 with their value.
88
Number of shares in any other incorporated com-89 pany, possessing taxable property, with their value.
90
N umber of ounces of plate of all kinds, exceeding
91 twenty dollars in value.
92
Number of acres of land annually tilled, excluding

73

93 orchards tilled.
94
Number of acres of orcharding of all kinds offruits.
95
Number of acres of upland mowing, excluding
96 orcharding mowed.
97
Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the
98 same.
99
Number of acres of fresh meadow.
100 Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the
101 same.
102 Number of acres of salt marsh.
103 Number of tons of hay, the annual produce of the
104 same.
105 Number of acres of pasture land, excluding orch-

-106 arding pastured.
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Number of acres of woodland, exclusive of pasture land inclosed, with the number of cords of wood
per acre, the present year.
Number of acres of unimproved land.
Number of acres of land unimprovable.
Number of acres of land owned by any town or
other proprietary.

111
112
113
Number of acres of land used for roads.
114
115
Number of acres of land covered with water.
116
Whole number of acres of land in the town, from
117 actual survey.
118
Number of horses, one year old and upwards.
119
Number of mules and asses, one year old and
120 upwards.
Number of oxen, four years old and upwards.
121
122
Number of cows, three years old and upwards.
123
Number of steers and heifers, one year old and

124 upwards.
125 Number of sheep, six months old and upwards.
Number of swine, six months old and upwards.
126
127 Value and description of all other ratable estate
128 not before enumerated.
129
Amount of real estates doomed.
130
Amount of personal estates doomed.
Shares in any other in0.
Shares

Cotton

Woollen

Linen

Factories.

Factories.

Factories.

.

in

Bridge,

any m
Toll

Canal or

Kaiiroad, and the
value of such sh’res.

corporated Company
or Company organized under the gene-
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p

such

Number.

Spindles. Loms.

I

Number.

|

of

Sets
I

Cards.

Number. Spindles. Loms. Number.
j

Value.

Number.

Sift
shares.

Value.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.

RESOLVES
In relation to the Valuation of the Property of this Com-

monwealth.
Resolved That a committee of this legislature be appointed
to make a new valuation of the property of this Commonwealth,
to consist of thirteen members of the senate, and twenty-seven
members of the house of representatives, to be selected as follows, viz.: From the county of Suffolk, three; from each of
the counties of Essex, Middlesex, and Worcester, four; from
each of the counties of Norfolk, Bristol, and Plymouth, two ;
from each of the counties of Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin,
Berkshire, and Barnstable, one; and from Nantucket and
Dukes county, one.
,

Resolved That said committee shall meet in the senate
recess of the general court, at such time as
they may previously appoint, in order to receive the returns of
the assessors of the polls and estates of the several towns which
may be made, agreeably to the requirements of an Act of the
present session, entitled “An Act to ascertain the ratable
estate within this Commonwealth; and they shall examine
and equalize the same, according to their best judgment and
discretion ; and they shall estimate the polls therein contained,
,

chamber, in the

”
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of twenty years old and upwards, at the rate of half a mill
each on the one thousand dollars of tax ; and shall estimate all
the estate therein contained at its true and just value. And if
any assessors shall neglect to make returns conformably to said
Act, said committee shall ascertain the polls and estates, and
shall thereupon proceed to estimate and equalize the same as
aforesaid, and shall make an addition thereto of twenty-five per
centum on the amount thereof; and they shall take such measures as they may deem proper, to correct any informal, imperfect, or erroneous returns.

Resolved That said committee have power to fill any vacancy which may exist in their body, at the time of and during
their meeting in the recess of the general court. They shall
choose a chairman, and be authorized to appoint a clerk and
other officers, and to cause to be executed all such printing as
they may deem to be expedient, and to procure such stationery
and other articles as shall be required; and they shall make
report of their doings to the next general court.
,

