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Æommomuealtl) of Massachusetts.

H ouse op Representatives, March 23, 1860.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was recommitted 
the Bill in relation to a contagious disease among cattle in the 
towns of North Brookfield and New Braintree, report the 
accompanying Resolves, in a new draft.

Per Order,

DAYID HEARD.



2 RESOLVES. [March,

tiommonroealtl) of iliaseax^usetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.

R E S O L V E S

To prevent the spread of the disease called Pleuro-Pneumonia 
among the Cattle of this Commonwealth.

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of all owners of cattle 
knowing or suspecting the existence of the disease called 
pleuro-pneumonia among their herds, to give notice of the 
same to the selectmen of the town, or the mayor and aldermen 
of the city, in which such cattle are kept, and the said select
men, or mayor and aldermen, shall forthwith notify the 
secretary of the state board of agriculture, who, together with 
the said selectmen, or mayor and aldermen, shall immediately 
investigate the nature and character of the disease; and if 
it shall appear, on such investigation, that the disease is con
tagious or infectious, or is essentially identical with that before 
named, they shall be and they hereby are authorized to make 
an order directing said cattle to be killed and buried in the 
ground by such persons as they may designate; and, at their 
discretion, may order the destruction of any other cattle that 
have been exposed to the contagion or infection of said disease.

A copy of the order aforesaid shall be immediately served 
upon the assessors of the city or town, and it shall be the duty 
of said assessors forthwith to appraise the cattle therein 
described at their fair market value when sound and well; and
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said appraisal shall be indorsed by the assessors upon the copy 
of the order, which shall then be returned by them to the select
men or mayor and aldermen.

The selectmen or mayor and aldermen shall transmit the 
copy of the order, with the indorsement of the assessors, to 
the auditor of the Commonwealth, at his office in Boston.

Resolved, That seventy-five per centum of the value of the 
cattle thus appraised shall be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to the owner or owners thereof; 
but not more than fifty dollars shall be paid for any one animal; 
and no payment shall be made for any animal imported after 
the passage of these Resolves.

Resolved, That the reasonable charges of any investigation, 
killing, burying, or other proceedings required by these Resolves, 
except the reimbursement aforesaid, shall be paid by the town 
or city making application for an investigation.

Resolved, That these Resolves shall be in force for the term 
of one year and no longer.




