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House op Representatives, Marcli 23, 1860.

The Committee appointed to inquire “ if money has been used,
or other means of bribery attempted, to influence the votes
of the Railroad Committee, or of any member of the House,
in the matter of the Petition of J. W. P. Hobbs and others,”
have attended to the duty imposed upon them, and beg
leave to

That in pursuing the investigation required by the Order of
the House, they have examined twenty-one witnesses, among
whom were the members of the Railway Committee, the peti-
tioners whose names appear upon the Petition of J. W. P.
Hobbs and others, the acting president of the Metropolitan
Railway Company, its treasurer, one of its directors, its agents
and attorneys, alleged to have been connected witli tbe Remon-
strance of that company, and sundry other persons connected
with the subject of the inquiry. They have also inspected the
cash-book and vouchers of said company, who offered to submit
to the examination of the Committee any of its books and
papers that might be supposed necessary to promote the object
of the inquiry.

(Eommouujcaltl) of iUassacljusctts.
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From the investigation of the Committee, it appears—
That George A. Shaw, a member of the House, on the 20th

of February last, about six o’clock in the evening, in the State
House, received from the hand of James M. Stone an envelope
directed to “George A. Shaw,” without any other designation;

That said Stone received the same from Josiah W. Hubbard,
in the hall of the House of Representatives, with a request that
it should be given to Mr. Shaw, accompanied by the information
that it came from or through said Hubbard, said Stone under-
standing “ that it was not his (Hubbard’s) letter

That this envelope contained a one hundred dollarbill issued
by the Suffolk Bank ;

That this bill, with the envelope in which it was originally
inclosed, was returned, by said Shaw’s direction, to the office
of said Hubbard, on the morning of the 21st of February;

That on the fifteenth day of March the general facts con-
nected with the transaction were stated to the House by Mr.
Shaw, from his seat therein ;

That said James M. Stone was not informed of the contents
of said envelope, and had no knowledge, either directly or indi-
rectly, of its contents.

Prom the testimony of the petitioners upon the Hobbs Peti-
tion, i£ appears that neither of them had any knowledge of the
transaction, nor do they know of any attempt to bribe any
member of the Railway Committee, or any member of the
House.

From the testimony of the officers of the Metropolitan Rail-
way Company and their employees, engaged in the matter of
the Hobbs Petition, who appeared before the Committee, it
appears that they had no knowledge of the transaction, nor do
they know of any attempt to bribe any member of the Railway
Committee, or any member of the House. And a careful
examination of the company’s cash-book, and of the treasurer,
in connection therewith, disclosed nothing inconsistent with
this testimony.

The envelope and bill were shown to the witnesses, all of
whom were unacquainted with the handwriting on the envelope,
and several of whom testified that it was not the writing of
Josiah W. Hubbard.
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The result of the evidence above stated is, that while the
Petition of J. W. F. Hobbs and others was pending before the
Railway Committee, and on the day when the closing argument
for the Petition was to be made, George A. Shaw, the chairman
of the Committee on the part of the House, received one hun-
dred dollars in a sealed envelope, without any written declara-
tion as to the source from which it came, and without any
intimation, written or oral, of the purpose for which it was sent
to him. But for the fact that the envelope was received on the
day of the hearing on the Hobbs Petition, and came from or
through an attorney of the Metropolitan Railway, there would
he no evidence to connect the transaction with that investiga-
tion, or implicate any person associated with said railway
company.

The important fact in the case, and the one that requires
explanation, is that the envelope came from the counsel opposed
to the Hobbs Petition, and in the employ of the Metropolitan
Railway Company. In explanation of this fact, Josiah W.
Hubbard, the counsel, states that the envelope which, on the
20th ofFebruary last, he gave to Mr. Stone to deliver to Mr,
Shaw, was brought to his office on the morning of that day by
a stranger, whom he saw only momentarily, and that it was
placed upon his desk to be carried to the State House to Mr.
Shaw; that he did not know nor suspect what was in it; that
he has received no money from the Metropolitan Railway Com-
pany for any purpose whatever ; that he knew of no money
being used in connection with the hearing upon the Hobbs
Petition by any party ; that he had endeavored, but unsuccess-
fully, to find the person who left the envelope at his office.

The testimony of Mr. Hubbard, touching the fact that the
envelope was brought to his office by a stranger, and under
the circumstances stated by him, is fully corroborated by his
brother, C. Horace Hubbard, and Robert B. Brown, and Simeon
Soule, the two last-named gentlemen having no connection
with either party to the controversy to which the envelope is
supposed to relate, and all testifying with apparent candor and
truth. The testimony on this point is not contradicted by, or
inconsistent with, any other testimony in the case. And upon
this evidence it appears Josiah W. Hubbard had no knowledge
of the contents of the envelope which Mr. Shaw received.
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Being without information that any person who had not been
examined was in possession of any facts material to the ques-
tion involved in this inquiry, and on being inquired of, the per-
sons interested in the same, waived, so far as they were individ-
ually concerned, the production of further testimony, the
Committee deemed it proper to close the investigation.

The testimony taken before the Committee is subjoined to
this Report, and a perusal of it will show that its substance and
effect has been concisely but fairly stated in this Report; it will
also show that some contradictions and discrepancies appear
between some few of the witnesses as to the purport of conversa-
tions held between them. These contradictions and discrepancies
are similar to what not unfrequently appear when respectable
men undertake to give an account of what has taken place
between them on subjects and occasions of interest and excite-
ment. And the Committee trust that the House will assent to
the propriety of withholding comment upon what charity may
deem unintentional misstatements.

While the Committee fully agree that Mr. Shaw, in bringing
this subject to the notice of the House, was actuated by a sense
of duty to himself and the Commonwealth, and was desirous
only of discharging the obligations which his official position
imposed upon him, they are unanimously of opinion that upon
the testimony elicited by this inquiry there is a want of proof
that either the petitioners on the Petition of J. W. P. Hobbs and
others, or the officers of the Metropolitan Railway Company, or
Josiah W. Hubbard, or any other person summoned before the
Committee, have boon guilty of using money or other means of
bribery with a view to influence the votes of the Railway Com-
mittee or any member of it, or of any member of the House.
And the Committee are ignorant of the existence of testimony
implicating any other person in such an offence.

They therefore ask to be discharged from further pursuing
the inquiry.

TAPPAN WENTWORTH.
JOHN S. ELORIDGE.
W. H. FULLER.
THOS. A. PARSONS.
R. A. PEIRCE.


