
HOUSE.. ..No. 8.

[Mr. Wentworth, of Lowell, offers the following order.]

House op Representatives, January 20, 1863.

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be directed
to consider the expediency of providing by law—-

1. For the enrolment in the militia of every able-bodied
white male citizen of the Commonwealth between the ages of
eighteen and forty-five, saving necessary exemptions.

2. For the organization of the militia into companies,
battalions, regiments, brigades and divisions, with officers
corresponding in rank with those of the same command in the
army of the United States.

3. For a full military staff.

4. For the inspection, drill and target practice of the militia
one day annually in the month of May.

5. For the encampment of the officers and non-commissioned
officers of each brigade for drill, discipline, and instruction for
ten consecutive days in each year.

€omwomucaltl) of iHaooacljuoctts.



2 [Jau.CONCERNING THE MILITIA

6. For a system of reports from each official in command of
any body of the militia, upon the subject of their respective
duties and commands, in obedience to instructions emanating
from the Adjutant-General.

7. For regulations touching the arms, equipments, armories,
discipline, training, inspection, camp duty, &c., of the militia,
tending to insure its thorough and efficient organization.

8. For the formation of a standing militia, composed of
cavalry, artillery and infantry, which, in addition to the company
inspection in May, shall be drilled by companies at least twice,
and by regiments once in each year; said standing militia to
comprise all the able-bodied white male citizens in the Common-
wealth between the ages of nineteen and twenty-four, who shall
serve in this corps four years.

9. For the uniforming, arming, equipping, drilling, and
instructing the standing militia and the officers of the reserve
militia, in conformity with the United States army.

10. For the calling out for active service the standing militia
of the age of twenty years and over in time of war, invasion
and insurrection.

11. For enrolling in the standing militia, in time of war, all
the reserve militia under nineteen years of age.

12. For a classification of the reserve militia, with provision
that unless the urgency of the case shall otherwise demand, no
private under the age of twenty years shall be subject to a

draft, and for defining the ages at which privates may be taken
by successive drafts; having in view the efficiency and economy

of the service.

13. For conferring on the Governor discretionary powers to
call out the militia in time of war, for drill, discipline, and
instruction.

14. For instructing the able-bodied boys attending the high
schools in squad and company drill, at the rate of five hours in
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each week, from March 1 to December 1, under a prescribed
organization, subject to the approval of the Adjutant-General,
and under the direction and control of their respective teachers.

15. For a school for military, scientific and classical instruc-
tion of young men for officers in the militia, who shall be liable
to limited service as such, in time of peace, and to a general
service in time of war.




