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To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled:—

The Memorial of the undersigned, for and on behalf of the
Representatives of the Yearly Meeting of the Society ofFriends,
residing within the New England States, respectfully rep-
resents :

That they have observed that a bill reported by a committee
of your body is now before the legislature, entitled a bill relat-
ing to the enrolment of the militia, by the operation of which,
if enacted into a law, the members of the Society of Friends,
of the requisite age and ability, will be liable to be enrolled in
the militia.

Your memorialists would respectfully call to mind the
uniform course of the legislation of Massachusetts touching the
conscientious scruples of the Society on whose behalf they now
memorialize, and. for this purpose would present anew an
extract from a Memorial presented to the General Court in the
year 1841, as follows, viz.:—

“In contrast with the sufferings which were endured in the earlier
days of the Society, on account of a faithful adherence on the part of its
members to their belief in the peaceable nature of the Christian dispen-
sation, we trust we shall ever hold in grateful remembrance the respect
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which has been paid by the government of Massachusetts, for a series
of years, to our well known conscientious scruples in regard to bearing
arms; and we would state, as the result of inquiries directed to this
subject, that as early as the year 17 63, a special Act was passed by the
provincial legislature, ‘ for exempting the people called Quakers from the
penalty of the law for non-attendance on military musters that in an
Act passed in 1776, ‘providing fora reinforcement of the American
Army,’ it was provided that those persons who had, before the 19th day
of April, 1775, (the day of Lexington fight,) been by law deemed to
be of the denomination of Christians called Quakers, shall not be held to
take up arms, or procure any person to do it in their room; that ‘an
Act for continuing sundry laws,’ that were then near expiring, was
passed in 1779,by which the above recited Act of 1763was continued in
force till the year 1785, (for which several Acts we would refer to the
volume of Colony and Province Laws, printed in 1814, pages 653, 708,
and 802). And we have further ascertained that in every succeeding
revision of the laws relating to the militia previous to the last (unless an

Act passed in the year 1792, and repealed in the year following, be an

exception) regard has been had to the conscientious scruples of the
members of the Society.”

Your memorialists would further represent that since the
year 1841, when the Memorial from which the above extract is
taken, was presented to the legislature, the same indulgence
has been extended by law.

The Society of Friends during all its history has uniformly
adhered to their testimony against war, and to the peaceable
nature of the Christian religion and borne the same in

numerous instances amid much suffering.
This testimony is still dear to them, and they dare not com-

promise it, believing it laid upon them by an authority higher
than man—even by Him whose right it is to rule in the king-
doms of the earth and in the hearts of men.

Your memorialists would further respectfully represent, that
by religious persuasion the members of the Society are bound
to be a loyal people, faithful subjects of the governments placed
over them in the ordering of Divine Providence, and fulfilling

the duties required of them as such, so far as their allegiance
to the King of kings will permit—and quietly suffering where
suffering results from conscientiously maintaining their para-
mount duty to their Sovereign Lord, and they consider the
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present unholy rebellion as a wicked attempt to destroy the
government under which they, in common with the people of
our country, have been so long blessed and protected in all
their rights.

Your memorialists would therefore respectfully petition that
the legislation of Massachusetts, by which the Society of Friends
has been exempted from military requisitions uniformly con-
tinued, with the exceptions mentioned herein, for a hundred
years, may not now be changed, consonant as it is and has been
with the rights of conscience and with the enlightened sentiment
of our fellow citizens and with the Bill of Rights of the
Constitution of our government.

We fervently desire that the blessing of Providence may
rest upon our rulers, and that peace may once more be the lot
of our beloved country.

STEPHEN A. CHASE.
WM. C. TABER.
NATHAN BREED.
DAVID K. AKIN.
GEO. HOWLAND, Jk.
EDW’D EARLE.
SAMUEL BOYCE.

Boston, Third Month, 9th, 1863.




