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HOUSE... .No. 170.

House of Representatives March 18, 1868.

The Committee ou Roads and Bridges who were instructed by
an Order of the House, January 31st, 1863, to consider and
report what action is necessary in regard to the Charles River
and Warren Bridge fund, in order that the expenses of the
bridges shall not exceed the income of the fund, have attended
to the duty and

That after fully considering the matter they can see no way
to reduce the expenses to the income for their support. This
income is derived from a fund of 1100,000, and from rents of
property belonging to the bridges.

AYere it not for the liability to accidents to which these
structures are subject, especially the outside guard to the lower
bridge, and the enhanced cost of materials used for repairs the
Committee think the expenses would be within the income.
We visited the bridges and, from the examination we were able
to give them, we consider them safe and in good, fair order.
We found the inside railing, in some places, broken and gone,
but the testimony generally went to establish the fact that this
railing is unnecessary to the safety of those who cross, and
that it is hardly desirable to keep it up.

The tenders appear to be doing their duties well and to the
satisfaction of the public. If no serious accident should occur
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to the guards or draws the Committee think the income will be
sufficient to pay the expenses of the current year and perhaps
more. »

From the time the bridges were made free, to the first of
January, 1863, the expenses have exceeded the income, includ-
ing the sum of $197.68 excess on hand over $lOO,OOO, when
they were made free, in the sum of $2,684.99. Of the rents
there remained due and uncollected on the first of October last
the sum of $6BO. Should this be realized the deficiency would
be reduced by that amount and would stand $2,004.99. By an
Act passed in 1862 the draw tender for Warren Bridge is
authorized to modify,,as he shall judge expedient, the terms of
the lease dated April 10th, in the year 1857,by which a portion
of the pier on the westerly side of Warren Bridge was leased
for a bathing-house, provided that such modification shall be
approved by the governor and council.

The Committee found the draw-tender had agreed to a modi-
fication reducing the rent, but that it had not been approved,
as required ; but they did not learn that the governor and
council had refused to approve.
From the Auditor’s report it appears that for the

year 1858 the expenses exceeded the ordinary
income in the sum of ..... $776 64

For the year 1859, excess of expenses was, . . 624 92
For the year 1860, excess of expenses was, .

. 269 56
For the year 1861, excess of expenses was, . . 987 77
For the year 1862, excess of expenses was, . . 23 29

Making a total excess of expenditure of, .
. $2,682 18

including $497.68 excess before mentioned.
In view of all the facts, the Committee believe the time is

not far off when tolls must again be collected, or additional
funds for the support of the bridges be obtained from some
other source, but they do not recommend any present legisla-
tion.

All which is respectfully submitted.
Per order, JOHN 1 . BARKER.


