
HOUSE....No.No. 239.

[Senate Bill, (89,) with Amendments proposed by Mr. Hopkins, of
Northampton.]

AN ACT

Providing for the reimbursement of Bounties paid to
Volunteers.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. All sums of money paid by any city or
2 town, as bounties to volunteers duly enlisted and
3 mustered into the military service, and accounted as a
4 part of the quotas of Massachusetts under the calls
5 of the president of the United States, which were

(Hommontomltl) of iHasscidjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Three.
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6 made in tlie montlis of J uly and August, in tire year
7 eighteen hundred and sixty-two, shall be reimbursed
B iiom the tieasury of the Commonwealth to such city
9 or town, in the manner provided in this act: pro-

-10 vided, however, that the amount thus reimbursed to
11 any city or town shall not exceed the sum of one
12 hundred dollars for each such volunteer, and shall
13 not in any case exceed the amount actually paid by
14 such city or town to each such volunteer: and pro-
lb vided, further, that towns and cities which have paid
16 other towns and cities for a transfer of men to fill
17 their quotas, shall be entitled to receive of the reim-
-18 bursement to such towns and cities the sums paid for
19 such transfer, not exceeding one hundred dollars for
20 each man so transferred.

1 Sect. 2. The several cities and towns shall make
2 returns to the governor of the Commonwealth of the
3 names of all such volunteers, to whom they have paid
4 bounties, the amount paid to each, and the company
5 and regiment in which such volunteers were enlisted
6 and mustered into service, together with such other
7 facts as may be required by the governor, who shall
8 prescribe the form of said returns, and the officers of
9 the cities and towns by whom they shall be made and

10 sworn to: and no reimbursement shall be made from
11 the state treasury to any city or town, as provided in
12 the first section of this act, until such return has
13 been made and sworn to by the officers thus pre-
-14 scribed by the governor, and the amount to be reim-
-15 bursed to each city and town under the provisions of
16 this act shall have been thus ascertained.
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1 Sect. 3. The sums of money paid, and designated
2 by the first section of this act to be reimbursed, shall
3 become a special bounty tax, which is hereby levied
4 and assessed upon the several cities and towns of this
5 Commonwealth, in the ratio of their respective valua-
-6 tions; the precise sums hereby assessed upon said
7 cities and towns respectively, and the manner of
8 paying the same, to be determined as follows : The
9 whole amount of the tax shall be the sum total of all

10 the sums subject to reimbursement by the provisions
11 of this act, and which shall be fixed and determined
12 by the governor, after receiving the returns provided
13 for by the second section of this act; and the sums
14 taxable to the several cities and towns of the Com-

-45 monwealth shall be the respective sums which shall
16 be apportioned to the said cities and towns by the
17 governor and council, after the manner of apportion-
-18 ing other taxes. And his excellency the governor
19 shall give notice to the selectmen or assessors of the
20 several cities and towns of their respective apportion-
-21 ments.
22 The sums thus levied, apportioned and assessed by
23 this act, shall be paid in full to the treasurer of
24 this Commonwealth, on or before the first dav of
25 September, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
-26 three, or shall be adjusted with and by the said
27 treasurer in the following manner, to wit:
28 The said treasurer shall credit the several cities
29 and towns with the amount of their respective
30 advances for bounties, as ascertained and determined

[Thus far the present bill. The amendment is by striking
out the remaining sections, and inserting the following:—]
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31 by the provisions of this act, which amounts shall be
32 certified to the treasurer by the governor.
33 The said treasurer shall charge the several cities
34 and towns with the apportionments of the tax due
35 from said cities and towns respectively, under this
36 act, as the said apportionments shall be made and
37 certified to said treasurer by the governor and
38 council.
39 In all cases wherein the credits of any city or town
40 exceed the charges against said city or town, made as
41 above specified, the said treasurer, on giving a receipt
42 in full to such city or town for the amount of tax
43 assessed to them by this act, shall issue a certificate
44 or certificates of indebtedness to such city or town
45 for the full amount of the balance or excess, payable
46 in annual instalments and bearing interest
47 at per cent. Such certificates and interest shall
48 be payable only in current funds and shall not be
49 transferable.
50 In all cases where the said charges and credits may
51 be equal, the said treasurer shall deliver his receipt in
52 full for the tax or taxes assessed.
53 In all cases wherein the charges under this act

54 against cities or towns shall exceed the credits of such
55 cities or towns under this act, such cities or towns
56 shall make full payments to said treasurer for the bal-
-57 ances due, in current funds, on or before the first day
58 of September, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
-59 three, or, at the option of such cities or towns respec-
-60 tively, shall make, execute and deliver to the said
61 treasurer their obligations, bonds or notes for said
62 balances due, the same being in form and manner
63 approved by said treasurer, and of tenor, as to time or
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64 times of maturity, and as to rates of interest, corres-
-65 ponding with the certificates of indebtedness which
66 the said treasurer shall himself issue under the author-
-67 ity and provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 4. The proceeds of the notes, bonds or
2 obligations received by the said treasurer under the
3 provisions of this act shall constitute a fund which
4 shall be set apart, and is hereby appropriated for the
5 payment of the certificates of indebtedness which said
6 treasurer may issue in conformity with and under the
7 authority of this act, which certificates shall be paid
8 exclusively from the fund so created.




