
SENATE No. 15.

To the Hononable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled;

The State Committee of the Massachusetts State Temperance
Alliance, respectfully request that your honorable body will
pass an act establishing a Metropolitan Police for the city of
Boston on the principle of those now in operation in the cities
of New York and Baltimore. Their reasons for this request
are several, but the one chiefly moving this Committee, is the
utter failure of the police of Boston to enforce the laws of the
State against the illegal sale of intoxicating drinks, and the
declaration of the mayor of last year in his annual message, of
his entire inability to enforce them, and the almost as explicit
declaration of the chief of police.

This Committee, while they do not wish to underrate the
obstacles to the enforcement of the anti-liquor law, or to
impeach the integrity of the officials of the city of Boston,
nevertheless believe its enforcement to be entirely practicable,
and of the utmost importance to the welfare, not only to the
city of Boston, but also to that of the whole State; and they
believe the chief obstacles to its enforcement, exist in a want
of faith and inclination on the part of the city officials, and
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that one great consideration in their election has often been
their want of faith and inclination to enforce said laws.

We think a true history of elections in the city of Boston
would show that there is a controlling power of interest and
appetite which has often hitherto, and which is likely hereafter,
to determine elections in favor of men, who though generally
of high character and respectability, have no disposition to
attempt the enforcement of the anti-liquor law ; and sometimes
in favor of men who are not in favor of enforcing some other
laws of the State against vices and habits prevalent in large
cities; men whose social habits are not in harmony with the
laws of the State.

We are compelled to believe that Boston is proving itself no
exception to the fact, now acknowledged in New York and
Baltimore, that the authorities of large cities are not safe
depositories of the power of selecting the officers for the
enforcement of the laws of the State.

This, at first, may seem to be an impeachment of the right
and capacity of the people for self-government; but not so.
We are speaking of the laws of the Commonwealth, not of the
local laws or ordinances of the city of Boston. Boston has
authority to pass ordinances purely local aiffi affecting only
herself, if these ordinances are in harmony with the laws of
the State, the local circumstances of the city requiring them
only there. But Boston has often asked the privilege of
enacting laws not in harmony with the laws of the State, but
in contravention thereof. Thus while the established policy of
the State has forbidden the sale of intoxicating drinks, except
by its authorized agents, Boston has asked the exceptional
privilege of licensing its sale within its limits. This privilege,
the legislature has steadily refused, and contended for the
entire uniformity of its laws. But Boston, not succeeding in
its purpose of changing the laws, has taken advantage of the
circumstance that their enforcement was vested in herself, and
has succeeded in nullifying them, to the great injury not only
of herself, but also of the whole Commonwealth; and it now
rests with the people of the Commonwealth to say whether they
will longer submit to have their laws nullified by those whom
they have selected to enforce them. Boston does not appoint
the courts who are to sit in judgment on the violations of the
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State laws; and should she appoint the police who are to
co-operate with them and execute their decrees ?

What should we say of our National Government, if when it
gets possesssion of a revolted State or city, it should leave
with the disloyal citizens thereof, the privilege of selecting the
executive officers who are to maintain its authority ?

There are other reasons for the establishment of a metropolitan
police. The country is now passing through a most momentous
struggle for its existence against an effort to destroy it, caused
by the existence of slavery. But we should not forget that
there are other dangers to which governments are exposed,
dangers which it will be well to foresee and guard against in
season. Perhaps the history of modern nations will show no
cause so fruitful of commotion and revolution, as the ignorant,
vicious and turbulent population of large cities. To this cause
can be traced the three great revolutions in the French Empire
within a century past, and we think a true history of our
present revolution would show, that had the appointment of
the police of New York been in the hands of the then mayor
of that city, there would have been great danger that New
\ork would have arrayed herself against the Government of
the country.

For these causes and for others that might be named, this
Committee respectfully request that the legislature will with-
draw to itself the power of appointing, through its own agents
such a police as will act in harmony with its wishes, and enforce
its laws.

In behalf of the State Temperance Committee,

W. B. SPOONER.
E. 0. HAVEN.
H. D. CUSHING.




