
SENATE No. 18.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled .

The Trustees of Amherst College, through the undersigned,
ask leave to state to the legislature the facilities which they can
offer for the study of the principles of agriculture.

1. In the first place the college will give students in agricul-
ture gratuitous access to their extensive collections in natural
history, whose pecuniary value cannot be less than eighty or
ninety thousand dollars, and which in 1859 were pronounced by
the highest scientific authority, to be “ unequalled by those of
any other college in the United States.” They contain not far
from twelve thousand specimens of minerals, twenty-four
thousand specimens of rocks and fossils, twenty thousand
species of animals, great and small, and ten thousand species
of dried plants, besides a large amount of fossil footmarks,
archeological collections, Indian relics, Ac.

2. The use of lecture rooms for courses of lectures to agri-
cultural students, also gratuitous.

3. Access to a library of thirty thousand volumes, on the
same terms as those charged to college students.

4. The use, if desired, of a well-appointed gymnasium, with
instruction for a reasonable compensation.

5. The use of a superior laboratory for studying analytical
chemistry, with instruction for a reasonable compensation.
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6. The college is now prepared to furnish courses of lectures
for a reasonable compensation on the following subjects, and if
desired, the trustees could procure courses on other subjects
connected with agriculture :

1. Chemistry. 2. Botany. 3. Mineralogy. 4. Geology.
5. Zoology. 6. Anatomy and Physiology. 7. Natural Philos-
ophy. 8. Public Economy and Constitutional Law.

These facilities are offered by the trustees in the hope that
the Government may adopt one of the following plans:—

1. To locate at Amherst an Agricultural College, with the
funds lately granted by the General Government, either as a
part of the college or as an independent institution.

2. To locate at Amherst a branch of said Agricultural
College, as a branch of Amherst College.

8. To do the same, only making the agricultural department
not responsible to Amherst College, but to the central Agricul-
tural College.

We are willing to confess that our preference is for one of the
two last plans ; though seriously opposed to the first. For
where the funds are so large as they will be in this case, we
greatly fear that the college might break down by its own
weight and complication, as did that at Hofwyl, in Switzerland.
(See Prof. Hitchcock’s Report on Agricultural Schools, p. 48.)
Besides, it would but imperfectly accommodate any other
citizens except those in its immediate vicinity, and we suppose
that our farming population will not be satisfied if opportunity
is not given their sons to attend lectures on agriculture a part
of the year, even though they may not permanently be
connected with the college. If, therefore, on account of indi-
vidual legacies already made, or for other reasons as suggested
in the Governor’s Message, a central college were established in
one part of the State, one or more branches might be placed in
other parts, that would satisfy these reasonable expectations of
the community. The special advantages of placing one of
these at Amherst, are such as these:

1. The great extent and variety of our collections in natural
history and their convenient arrangement for study. Such
collections, it is well known, are indispensable to scientific
instruction in agriculture. Yet excepting at the other colleges
where similar cabinets exist, and one or two in Boston, a
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quarter of a century at least must be devoted to getting
them together.

2. Rooms well adapted for lectures and recitations are here
gratuitously provided and lecturers already on the ground,
(should not others be preferred,) who have the apparatus and
specimens essential to give several of the most important
courses in an agricultural college.

3. An analytical laboratory fitted up according to the best
models is here ready to accommodate a large number of pupils.

4. Opportunity is here afforded for pupils to attend to other
branches of learning not intimately connected with an agricul-
tural profession, but very desirable where there is time and
preparation ; such as ancient and modern languages, the higher
mathematics, English literature, and mental and moral philos-
ophy.

5. The college is located in the midst of an intelligent
farming community, and in a valley well known for its fertility,
so that an experimental farm of proper character can be
obtained near by, and a deep interest be easily excited in thd
institution among the people.

6. The cost of living here is comparatively low, while the
gratuities offered by the existing college will greatly lessen the
expenses.

7. Finally, an institution located here might be put into
immediate operation. If not thought best to organize regular
classes at once, yet courses of lectures on agriculture and the
study of collections might be commenced at any time. But
wherever collections, rooms and lecturers must be provided,
several years will be required to get into a state of preparation
to be compared with that at Amherst.

We respectfully invite the legislature to depute some of
their number to visit Amherst to examine its location, its cabi-
nets, its laboratory, its library, its gymnasium and its public
rooms, that they may compare the facilities which we offer with
those presented elsewhere before they decide this important
subject.

Most respectfully submitted, by the Trustees of the Amherst
College.

HENRY EDWARDS, Secretary pro tern.
January 28, 1863.




