
SENATE 163.

City of Boston, In Board of Aldermen ,

April 16, 1868.

Resolved, That the City Council observe with alarm that a
Bill to establish in Boston a police force other than that now
constituted under existing statutes, and to be placed under the
control of the State Executive, is under discussion in the
Legislature.

That as general laws administered in local communities by
officers of their own selection has been ever held an essential
principle of our free institutions, in our judgment the police
powers should be left as at present to the control of the towns
and cities, and inasmuch as delegation to independent boards
without responsibility involves expenditure without check, and
often the oppressive exercise of power, its charge should be left
to the municipal authorities, who assess the taxes, are account-
able for their economical application, are open to scrutiny, and
liable to be removed by those who have elected them.

That such a project is more especially inappropriate and
unseasonable, as the authorities now in charge of the police of
Boston have lately instituted a thorough reform of all that was
defective and objectionable in the service, and by the adoption
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of new rules and regulations, carefully, and it is believed,
judiciously selected from the police systems of other places,
where they have been subjected to the test of experiment, feel
assured there can be no possibility of reasonable complaint in
its future administration.

That as the inhabitants of the city at their last municipal
election selected for this Council citizens pledged to carry out
the most effective reforms in all branches of public affairs com-
mitted to their charge, and especially in this, to deprive them
of the right of self-government, which they share with other
parts of the State, would be unwarranted by any thing in their
past history, uncalled for by any but unreflecting persons, and
be an imputation upon the loyalty to law and order of a
community which has been always justly distinguished, at home
and abroad, for the excellence of its municipal government.

Ordered
,

That His Honor the Mayor transmit a copy of the
oregoiug Resolve to the Legislature now in session.

Passed: Yeas, 10 ; Nays, none.
Sent down for concurrence.

Thomas C. Amory, Jr., Chairman.

In Common Council, April 16, 1863.
Concurred : Yeas, 31; Nays, 3.

George S. Hale, President.

Approved April 17, 1863.
Frederic W. Lincoln, Jr., Mayor.

A true copy.
Attest:

Sam’l F. McCleary, City Clerk.


