
HOUSE.... No. 61.

House op Eepeesentatives, February 7, 1866.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order of the House to inquire what legislation is necessary in
reference to the payment of bounties under section 3 of the
254th chapter of the Acts of 1863, for the reasons herewith
respectfully submitted, beg leave to report the accompanying
Bill.

The third section of chapter 254 of the Acts of 1863 pro-
vides for a bounty payment of twenty dollars per month, to be
paid to the volunteer “so long as he shall remain in said
service.”

The word “ service ” here has been construed, doubtless
correctly, as legally meaning the time when the man is
mustered out of service.

But in some cases the men have been mustered out several
weeks before they have actually obtained their discharge from
service ; and in the interval they have been in practice held to
military duty, and the United States so far recognizes their
service as to pay them up to their discharge.

The Committee have therefore thought that the equitable
intent and true spirit of the Act of 1863 would be better pre-
served by substituting the time when the volunteer is in fact
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relieved from the service of the United States and restored to
his nsual avocations and means of earning a livelihood, for
the date now in use, of his nominal but ineffectual release.

They would therefore recommend the accompanying Bill, as
intending to establish beyond question what is thought to be
the true intent of the legislature in passing this law, and pro-
vide for a full and honest and liberal redemption of the prom-
ises held out in that Act, whether expressed in its technical
language, or only involved in its manifest equity.

Per order,

JOHN Q. ADAMS.



31866.] HOUSE—No. 61.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Six.

AN ACT
To define the meaning of chapter two hundred and fifty-

four, section three, of the Acts of eighteen hundred
and sixty-three.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The third section of the two hundred
2 and fifty-fourth chapter of the acts of eighteen hun-
-3 dred and sixty-three, shall be construed to authorize
4 payment of the monthly pay therein provided, up to
5 the date of the actual discharge of the volunteer,
6 and not merely to the date of his muster-out.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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