
HOUSE No. 139.

[Amendments proposed to the Resolutions on the state of the Union and the
duties of the Government to the Freedmen. House, No. 132.]

}

Mr. Jewell, of Boston, moves to add the following Resolution,
after No. 4 :

5. Resolved, That wo arc not unmindful of the patriotic
course of the president at the outset and during the continu-
ance of the late civil war, nor of the services rendered and sac-
rifices borne by him during the rebellion ; and we trust that,
by the exercise of the same qualities of wisdom and firmness
which made him stand by the Union in its great peril, and by
a course of prudence and conciliation, the existing differences
between congress and the president may be harmonized and
adjusted, and a way found for the return of the states lately in
rebellion to their proper practical relations to the Union, con-
sistently with a just discharge of our obligations to the freed-
men, and the security of the liberties and rights of all the
people under the constitution.

Mr. Adams, of Quincy, moves to amend by adding the fol-
lowing Resolution after No. 4:—

5. Resolved, That the thanks of this legislature are especially
due to the other senator from this state, the Hon. Henry
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Wilson, for his wise and statesmanlike course in striving to
mitigate the asperities of conflicting theories, and thereby
secure the substantial and practical results which the mass of
loyal people have most at heart.

Mr. Denny, of Boston, proposes the following:—

Ist Resolve. Strike out the words, “ and franchises," in the
sth and 6th lines. I

3cZ Resolve. Strike out from the sth line the words, “or the
representatives of dislopal people.'’’

4lh Resolve. Strike out all after the word “ them,” in the
3d line, and substitute these words :

“ We would also express our earnest desires that unwise
words that may have fallen from the lips of men in congress,
the cabinet, or even from the president himself, shall not be
allowed to prevent that unity of action necessary for the adop-
tion of such measures as shall secure to all their civil and
political rights, and bring peace and prosperity to the whole
country.”

Mr. Carter, of Bradford, moves to amend by striking out
the first Resolution and inserting the following two:—

1. Resolved , That it is not only the right but the imperative
duty of the federal government, in all, the territory of the
United States, wherever the state governments have destroyed
their proper relations with the Union by rebellion and war,
to initiate and control the process of reorganization in such
manner as may best secure the peace and safety of the country
and the equal rights of all citizens under the law; and it is the
right of congress tb enact all laws necessary and proper to
secure this result.
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2. Resolved, That the rebel states should be held in abey-
ance, and should not be permitted to join in the management
of national affairs through representatives in congress, until
the people of said states shall, by fundamental enactments and
otherwise, manifest a loyal spirit of submission to'the authority
and constitution of the United States, and give such guarantees
as congress may deem sufficient to render it safe and prudent
to permit them to again resume the functions and privileges
which they voluntarily surrendered by their rebellion and war ;

and in these matters the right of determination rests with
congress.

Also amend by striking out in the third line of the third
Resolution the words “ this principle,” and insert the words
“ these principles.” Also by striking out the fourth Resolution.

He also suggests that the Resolutions, as thus amended, shall
be in lieu of the two series of Resolutions reported by the
Committee on Federal Relations.

Mr. Morse, of Cambridge, offers the following resolutions
as a substitute for the whole scries :

Whereas, The loyal people of the United States have, during
the last four years, passed through the greatest struggle that
history records, and have, by great sacrifices of blood and
treasure, demonstrated before the world that our fathers, in
forming the constitution of the United States, did form a per-
fect Union, and thereby did secure to all the blessings of inde-
pendence and equality before the law ; therefore

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts have entire con-
fidence in the patriotism of the president of the United States,
and in the members of the congress of the United States,
that no efforts on their part will be spared to restore peace and
harmony among the several states on a sure and lasting basis,
in accordance with the great principles of the constitution.
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Resolved, That the loyal people of the country have made
far too great sacrifices to throw away now, in the hour of their
triumph, by internal dissensions, the advantages thus far
gained, and the glorious prospects for the future.

Resolved, That whenever the people of any state lately in
rebellion shall give sufficient evidence of their loyalty and
devotion to the Union, and their willingness to yield faithful
obedience to the constitution and laws of the United States,
and to furnish protection, by equal and impartial laws, to all
citizens residing therein, it will be the duty of congress to allow
them to be represented therein;

Resolved, That the great mission of the union party of the
nation, to carry the country through its second struggle for
independence, must and shall succeed; and that neither dissen-
sions within, nor efforts of designing men without, shall prevent
it from establishing before the world the great fact that man is
fit for self-government, and that a government, republican and
democratic in form, can be maintained, securing to all the
unalienable rights of freedom, the pursuit of happiness and
equality before the law.


