
HOUSE No. 17T.

[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Aldrich, and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.]

AN ACT
To revise and consolidate the Charter of the City of

Worcester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

(HommcmtDmltl) of illnssncljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Six.

1 Sect. 1: The inhabitants of the City of Worcester
2 shall continue to be a body politic and corporate,
3 under the name of the city of Worcester, and as
4 such shall have, exercise and enjoy all the rights,
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5 immunities, powers and privileges, and shall be sub-
-6 ject to all the duties and obligations now incumbent
7 upon, and appertaining to, said city as a municipal
8 corporation.

1 Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, pru-
-2 dential and municipal affairs of said city, with the
3 government thereof, shall be vested in one principal
4 officer, to be styled the mayor; one council of eight,
5 to be called the board of aldermen; and one council
6 of twenty-four, to be called .the common council,
7 which boards, in their joint capacity, shall be denom-
-8 inated the city council; and the members thereof shall
9 be sworn to the faithful performance of the duties of

10 their respective offices. A majority of each board
11 shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
-12 ness, and no member of either board shall receive any
13 compensation for his services.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the city council,
2 in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and
3 in every tenth year thereafter, and not oftener, to
4 revise, and if it be needful, make a new division of
5 the city into eight wards, so that they shall con-
-6 tain, as nearly as may be consistent with well defined
7 limits to each ward, an equal number of voters in
8 each ward, according to the census to be taken in the
9 month of May in said years ; and until such new

10 division be made, the boundary lines of the wards
11 shall remain as now established.

1 Sect. 4. The election of city and ward officers
2 shall take place on the second Monday of December
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3 of each year, and the municipal year shall begin on

4 the first Monday of January following.

1 Sect. 5. On the second Monday of December,
2 annually, there shall be chosen by ballot, in each of
3 said wards, a warden, clerk and three inspectors of
4 elections, residents of the wards in which they are
5 chosen, who shall hold their offices for the municipal
6 year next following, and until others shall have been
7 chosen in their places and qualified to act; and in
8 case of a failure to elect any one or more of said
9 officers at the annual meeting of any of said wards,

10 then said ward meetings may be adjourned from time
11 to time, until such election is completed. It shall be
12 the duty of such warden to preside at all ward meet-
-13 ings, with the powers of moderator of town meetings.
14 And if, at any such meeting, the warden shall not be
15 present, the clerk of such ward shall call the meeting
16 to order, and preside until a warden pro tempore shall
17 be chosen by ballot. And if, at any meeting, the
18 clerk shall not be present, a clerk pro tempore shall
19 be chosen by ballot. The clerk shall record all the
20 proceedings, and certify the votes given, and deliver
21 over to his successor in office all such records and
22 journals, together with all other documents and
23 papers held by him in said capacity. It shall be the
24 duty of the inspectors of elections to assist the
25 warden in receiving, assorting and counting the votes.
26 And the warden, clerk and inspectors so chosen shall
27 respectively make oath faithfully and impartially to
28 discharge their several duties relative to all elections,
29 which oath may be administered by the clerk of such
30 ward to the warden, and by the warden to the clerk
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31 and inspectors, or by any justice of the peace for the
32 county of Worcester. A certificate that the oath has
33 been taken shall be entered upon the records of the
34 ward by the clerk thereof.

1 Sect. 6. All warrants for the meetings of the citi-
-2 zens for municipal purposes, to be held either in
3 wards or in general meetings, shall be issued by the
4 mayor and aldermen, and shall be in such form, and
5 shall be served, executed and returned in such man-
-6 ner and at such time, as the city council may, by any
7 by-law, direct.

1 Sect. 7. The mayor and aldermen are authorized,
2 when no convenient ward-room for holding ward
3 meetings of the citizens of either of the wards of
4 the city can be had within the territorial limits of
5 such ward, to appoint and direct, in the warrants for
6 calling the ward meetings of such wards, the said
7 meetings to be held in some convenient and proximate
8 place within the limits of any other of the wards of
9 said city; and, for such purposes, the place so

10 assigned for the meeting of such ward shall be
11 deemed and taken to be included in and part of said
12 ward, as though the same was within the territorial
13 limits thereof.

1 Sect. 8. The mayor shall be elected by the quali-
-2 tied voters of the city at large, voting in their respec-
-3 tive wards, and shall hold his office for the municipal
4 year next following his election, and until another
5 shall be elected and qualified in his place.
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1 Sect. 9. Eight aldermen, one alderman being
2 selected from each ward, shall be elected by the
3 qualified voters of the city at large, voting in their
4 respective wards, who shall hold their offices for one
5 year from the first Monday of January next following
6 their election, and until a majority of the new board
7 shall be elected and qualified in their places.

1 Sect. 10. Three common councilmen shall be
2 elected from and by the voters of each ward, who
3 shall, at the time of their election, be residents of
4 the wards respectively, in which they are elected,
5 and shall hold their offices for one year from the first
6 Monday of January next following their election.

1 Sect. 11. On the second Monday of December
2 annually, the qualified voters in the several wards
3 shall give in their votes by ballot for mayor, alder-
-4 men and common councilmen, in accordance with the
5 provisions of this act; and all the votes so given
6 shall be assorted, counted, declared and recorded in
7 open ward meeting by causing the names of per-
-8 sons voted for, and the number of votes given for
9 each, to be written in the ward record at length.

10 The clerk, of the ward, within twenty-four hours after
11 such election, shall deliver to the persons elected
12 members of the common council, certificates of their
13 elections, respectively, signed by the warden and
14 clerk, and by a majority of the inspectors of elections,
15 and shall deliver to the city clerk a copy of therecord
16 of such elections, certified in like manner; 'provided ,

17 however , that if the choice of members of the com-
-18 mon council shall not be effected on that day, in any
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19 ward, tlie meeting in such ward maybe adjourned,
20 from time to time, to complete such election. The
21 board of aldermen shall, as soon as conveniently
22 may be, examine the copies of the records of the
23 several wards, certified as aforesaid, and shall cause
24 the person who shall have been elected mayor to be
25 notified, in writing, of his election ; but if it shall
26 appear that no person has received a majority of the
27 votes, or if the person elected shall refuse to accept
28 the office, the board shall issue warrants for a new
29 election, and the same proceedings shall be had, in all
30 respects, as are herein before provided for the choice
31 of mayor, and, from time to time, shall be repeated,
32 until a mayor shall be chosen, and shall accept said
33 office. In case of the decease, resignation or absence
34 of the mayor, or of his inability to perform the duties
35 of his office, it shall be the duty of the board of
36 aldermen and the common council, respectively, by
37 vote, to declare that a vacancy exists, and the cause
38 thereof; and, thereupon, the two boards shall meet
39 in convention, and elect a mayor to fill such vacancy ;

40 and the mayor, thus elected, shall hold his office
41 until the inability causing such vacancy shall be
42 removed, or until a new election. If it shall appear
43 that the whole number of aldermen have not been
44 elected, the same proceedings shall be had as are
45 herein before provided in regard to the choice of
46 mayor. Each alderman shall be notified in writing
47 of his election, by the mayor and aldermen for the
48 time being.
49 The oatli prescribed by this act shall be adminis-
-50 tered to the mayor by the city clerk, or by any justice
51 of the peace for the county of Worcester.
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52 The aldermen and common councilmen elect shall,
53 on the first Monday of January, at ten o’clock in the
5-4 forenoon, meet in convention, when the oath required
55 by this act shall be administered to the members of
56 the two boards present, by the mayor, or any justice
5T of the peace for the county of Worcester ; and a cer-
-58 tificate of such oath having been taken shall be
59 entered on the journal of the mayor and aldermen,
60 and of the common council, by their respective clerks.
61 And whenever it shall appear that a mayor has not
62 been elected previously to the first Monday of January
63 aforesaid, the mayor and aldermen, for the time being,
64 shall make a record of that fact, an attested copy of
65 which the city clerk shall read at the opening of the
66 convention, to be holden as aforesaid.
67 After the oath has been administered as aforesaid,
68 the two boards shall separate, and the common coun-
-69 cil shall be organized by the choice of a president
70 and clerk, to hold their offices, respectively, during the
71 pleasure of the common council; the clerk to be
72 under oath faithfully to perform the duties of his said
73 office.
74 In case of the absence of the mayor elect on the
75 first Monday of January, or if a mayor shall not then
76 have been elected, the city council shall organize itself
77 in the manner herein before provided, and may pro-
-78 ceed to business in the same manner as if the mayor
79 were present; and the oath of office may, at any
80 time thereafter, in convention of the two boards, be
81 administered to the mayor, and any member of the
82 city council who may have been absent at the
83 organization.
84 In the absence of the mayor the board of alder-
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85 men may choose a presiding officer, pro tempore, who
86 shall also preside at joint meetings of the two boards.
87 Each board shall keep a record of its own proceed-
-88 ings, and judge of the elections of its own members;
89 and in case of failure of election, or in case of
90 vacancy, declared by either board, the mayor and
91 aldermen shall issue their warrants for a new election.

1 Sect. 12. The mayor shall be the chief executive
2 officer of the city. It shall be his duty to be vigilant
3 and active in causing the laws and regulations of the
4 city to be enforced, and to keep a general supervision
5 over the conduct of all subordinate officers. And he
6 may, whenever in his opinion the public good may
7 require, remove, with the consent of the appointing
8 power, any officer over whose appointment he has, in
9 accordance with the provisions of this charter, exer-

-10 cised the power of nomination.
11 He may call special meetings of the boards of
12 aldermen and common council, or either of them,
13 when, in his opinion, the interests of the city require
14 it, by causing notices to be left at the usual place of
15 residence of each member of the board or boards to
16 be convened.
17 He shall, from time to time, communicate to both
18 boards such information, and recommend such meas-
-19 ures, as the business and interests of the city may, in
20 his opinion, require.
21 He shall preside in the board of aldermen, and in
22 convention of the two boards, but shall have a casting
23 vote only.
24 The salary of the mayor shall be fixed by the city
25 council, and made payable at stated periods, but shall
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26 not at any time exceed fifteen hundred dollars, nor

27 shall it be increased or diminished during the year
28 for which he is chosen.

1 Sect. 13. The executive power of said city gener-
-2 ally, and the administration of the police, with all
3 the powers heretofore vested in the selectmen of
1 Worcester, shall be vested in, and may be exercised
5 by the mayor and aldermen, as fully as if the same
6 were herein specially enumerated.
7 The mayor and aldermen shall have full and
8 exclusive power to appoint a constable or constables,
9 and a city marshal and assistants, with the powers and

10 duties of constables and all other police officers, and
11 the same to remove at pleasure. And the mayor and
12 aldermen may require any person, who may be
13 appointed marshal or constable of the city, to give
14 bonds for the faithful discharge of the duties of the
15 office, with such security, and to such amount, as they
16 may deem reasonable and proper, upon which bonds
17 the like proceedings and remedies may be had, as are
18 by law provided in case of constable’s bonds taken by
19 the selectmen of towns.
20 The mayor and aldermen shall have the care and
21 superintendence of the city buildings and the custody
22 and management of all city property, with power to
23 let or to sell what may be legally sold, and to purchase
24 property, real or personal, in the name and for the use
25 of the city, whenever its interest or convenience may,
26 in their judgment, require it. And the mayor and
27 aldermen shall, as often as once a year, cause to be
28 published, for the use of the inhabitants, a particular

2
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29 account of the receipts and expenditures, and a
30 schedule of city property and of the city debts.
31 The mayor and aldermen shall have power to fix
32 the boundaries of Mill Brook, in said city, between
33 the factory buildings formerly of Bice, Fox and
34 Company and Grove Mills, and to alter, change,
35 widen, straighten and deepen the channel thereof, as
36 the public good may require. And any damages sus-
-37 tained by any person in his property by reason
38 thereof, shall be assessed in the same manner, and
39 upon the same principles, as damages are assessed in
40 the laying out of town ways.

1 Sect. 14. In all cases in which appointments are
2 directed to be made by the mayor and aldermen, the
3 mayor shall have the exclusive power of nomination,
4 being subject, however, to confirmation or rejection
5 by the board of aldermen ; and no person shall be
6 eligible to any office of emolument, the salary of
7 which is payable out of the city treasury, who, at the
8 time of such appointment, shall be a member of the
9 board of aldermen or of the common council. All

10 sittings of the mayor and aldermen, of the common
11 council, and of the city council, shall be public, when
12 they are not engaged in executive business.

1 Sect. 15, The city council shall annually, as soon
2 after their organization as may be convenient, elect,
3 by joint ballot in convention, a treasurer and collector
4 of taxes, city clerk, water commissioner, commis-
-5 sioner of highways, city solicitor, city auditor and city
6 physician, who shall hold their offices respectively for
7 the term of one year, and until their successors shall
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8 be.chosen and qualified: provided, however, that either
9 of the officers named in this section may be removed

10 at any time by the city council, for sufficient cause.

1 Sect. 16. The city council shall, in the month of
2 December, annually, elect by joint ballot, in conven-
-3 tion, a chief engineer of the fire department, and as
4 many assistant engineers, not exceeding six, as they
5 may deem expedient, who shall hold their offices for
6 the term of one year from the first Monday of Janu-
-7 ary next ensuing, and until their successors are chosen
8 and qualified.
9 The compensation of all officers named in this and

10 the preceding section shall be fixed by concurrent
11 vote of the city council.

1 Sect. 17. The city clerk shall also be clerk of the
2 board of aldermen, and shall be sworn to the faithful
3 performance of his duties. He shall perform such
4 duties as shall be prescribed by the board of alder-
-5 men; and he shall perform all the duties, and exer-
-6 cise all the powers by law incumbent upon him.
7 He shall deliver to his successor in office, as soon
8 as chosen and qualified, all journals, records, papers,
9 documents or other things held by him in his capacity

10 of city clerk.

1 Sect. 18. The city council shall, in such manner
2 as they shall determine, appoint or elect all other sub-
-3 ordinate officers, for whose election or appointment
4 other provision is not herein made, define their duties
5 and fix their compensations.
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1 Sect. 19. The city council shall take care that,
2 no money he paid from the treasury, unless granted
3 or appropriated, and shall secure a just and proper
4 accountability by requiring bonds, with sufficient pen-
-5 alties and sureties, from all persons interested with
6 the receipt, custody or disbursement of money.

1 Sect. 20. The city council shall have power to
2 lay out sidewalks, and fix the width, height, and
3 grade of the same, and require all persons owning
4 land abutting on such sidewalks to pave the walks
5 with brick, stone or concrete, and to keep the same
6 in good repair, as they may direct, the city first set-
-7 ting the curbstones and paving the gutters; and in
8 case any person, owning land as aforesaid, shall
9 neglect or refuse to comply with the requirements of

10 the city council, the city council shall have power to
11 cause said sidewalks to be paved and kept in good
12 repair, according to said requirement, and may
13 recover of said owner, by an action on the case in
14 the name of the city, the expense of paving and
15 keeping the same in good repair.

1 Sect. 21. The city council is authorized to elect,
2 by joint ballot in convention, a board of three com-
-3 missioners, one member thereof to be elected each
4 and every year, in the month of January, to hold
5 office for the term of three years, who shall have the
6 sole care, superintendence, and management of the
7 public grounds belonging to said city of Worcester,
8 and of all the shade and ornamental trees standing
9 and growing thereon, and also of all the shade and

10 ornamental trees standing and growing in or upon
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11 any of the public streets and highways of said city;
12 but said board, or any member thereof, after having
13 had an opportunity to be heard in his or their
14 defence, may be removed at any time, by a concur-
-15 rent vote of two-thirds of each branch of the city
16 council; and in case of a vacancy in said board of
17 commissioners by death, resignation, removal or
18 otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled by the choice
19 of another commissioner in the manner aforesaid, who
20 shall hold his office for the remainder of the term for
21 which the member in whose place he shall be elected
22 would have held the same. Said board may be
23 organized by the choice of a chairman and secretary
24 from their own number, and a major part of said
25 board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
26 business.
27 The said board of commissioners shall lay out said
28 public grounds, or such part thereof, as they
29 shall from time to time judge proper; and it shall be
30 the duty of said commissioners, from time to time, as
31 appropriations shall be made therefor by the city
32 council, to cause all necessary paths and avenues to
33 be constructed therein, and to cause said public
34 grounds to be planted and embellished with trees, as
35 they shall think proper ; and said commissioners shall
36 also cause such shade and ornamental trees to be
37 planted in and upon said public streets and highways
38 in said city as they shall think proper, and as appro-
-39 priations shall be made therefor by the city council,
40 and shall adopt and use all necessary and proper
41 means to preserve the same, and promote the growth
42 thereof. And said board 'may make all necessary
43 by-laws and regulations in the execution of their



14 [Mar.CITY OF WORCESTER.

44 trust, not inconsistent with this act and the laws of
45 the Commonwealth, as they shall deem expedient.
46 Said board of commissioners shall, annually, in the
47 month of January, and whenever required by the
48 city council, make and render a report of all their
49 acts and doings, and of the condition of the public
50 grounds, and shade and ornamental trees thereon,
51 and of said streets and highways, and an account of
52 receipts and expenditures for the same.

1 Sect. 22. The city council is authorized to elect,
2 by joint ballot in convention, a board of five commis-
-3 sioners, one member thereof to be elected each and
4 every year, in the month of January, to hold office
5 for the term of five years, who shall have the sole
6 care, superintendence, and management of “ Hope
7 Cemetery,” established by said city council; but said
8 board, or any member thereof, after having had an
9 opportunity to be heard in his or their defence, may

10 be removed at any time by a concurrent vote of two-
-11 thirds of each branch of the city council, and in case
12 of a vacancy in said board of commissioners, by death,
13 resignation, removal or otherwise, such vacancy shall
14 be filled by the choice of another commissioner, in
15 the manner aforesaid, who shall hold his office for
16 the remainder of the term for which the member in
17 whose place he shall be elected would have held the
18 same. Said board may be organized by the choice of
19a chairman and secretary from their own number, and
20 a major part of said board shall constitute a quorum
21 for the transaction of business.
22 The said board of commissioners shall lay out said
23 cemetery, or such part thereof as is not already laid
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24 out, into such lots or subdivisions for burial places
25 as they shall think proper, and the said commis-
-26 sioners shall set apart a proper portion of said cem-
-27 etery for a public burial place for the use of the
28 inhabitants of said city free of charge therefor ; and
29 it shall be the duty of said commissioners, from time
30 to time, as appropriations shall be made by the city
31 council therefor, to cause all necessary paths and
32 avenues to be constructed therein, and to cause said
33 cemetery to be planted and embellished with trees,
34 shrubs, flowers and other rural ornaments, as they
35 shall think proper; and said board may make all
36 necessary by-laws and regulations in the execution of
37 their trust, not inconsistent with this act and the laws
38 of the Commonwealth, as they, shall deem expedient.
39 Said board of commissioners shall have authority
40 to sell to any person or persons, the sole and exclu-
-41 sive right of burial, and of erecting tombs, cenotaphs
42 and other monuments, in any of the designated lots
43 or subdivisions of said cemetery, upon such terms
44 and conditions as they shall, by their rules and reg-
-45 ulations, prescribe ; but all deeds and conveyances of
46 such lots or rights of burial, shall be made in the
47 name of the city, and shall be executed in behalf of
48 the city by the treasurer thereof, for the time being,
49 when requested so to do by said commissioners; and
50 the proceeds of such sales shall in all cases be paid
51 into the city treasury. Said board of commissioners
52 shall annually, in the month of January, and when-
-53 ever required by the city council, make and render a
54 report of all their acts, doings, and proceedings, and
55 of the condition of the cemetery, and an account of
56 the receipts and expenditures for the same.
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1 Sect. 23. The board of overseers of the poor in
2 the city of Worcester shall consist of nine members,
3 residents of said city. The mayor, superintendent
4 of public schools, and the city marshal shall be
5 ex officio members of the board. The mayor shall
6 he ex officio president of the board. The city council
7 shall elect by joint ballot six persons to be members
8 of said board of overseers, two to be elected in the
9 month of December in each year, and to hold their

10 offices for the term of three years from the third
11 Monday of January then next ensuing, and until
12 others shall be elected and qualified in their places.
13 But n<s more than one of the six members, so to be
14 elected, shall be eligible from any one ward of said
15 city. Vacancies occurring in the board may be filled
16 by joint ballot of the city council, at any time, the
17 member so elected to hold office for only the unex-

-18 pired term of the member who has ceased to hold
19 office. The city council shall also have power, at
20 any time, for cause, to remove either of said overseers
21 from office. The board shall be organized, annually,
22 on the third Monday of January.
23 Said overseers shall perform the duties of the
24 overseers of the poor, of the directors of the alms-
-25 house, and of the truant commissioners in the city
26 of Worcester, as required by the statutes of the
27 Commonwealth, and subject to the ordinances of
28 the city of Worcester, and there shall be elected no
29 other officers for the performance of said duties in
30 said city.

1 Sect. 24. The city council shall elect by joint
2 ballot, in convention, three persons to be assessors
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3 of taxes, one person to be elected in the month of
4 February or March in each year, whose compensation
5 shall be fixed by concurrent vote of the city council,
6 and to hold office for the term of three years from his
7 election. The persons so chosen shall constitute the
8 board of assessors, and shall exercise the powers and
9 be subject to the duties and liabilities of assessors in

10 towns.
11 In case of a vacancy in said board or assessors,
12 by death, resignation, removal or otherwise, such
13 vacancy shall be filled by the choice of another
14 assessor in the manner aforesaid, who shall hold his
15 office for the unexpired term for which the member
16 in whose place he shall be elected would have held
17 the same. All taxes shall be assessed, apportioned
18 and collected in the manner prescribed by the general
19 laws of the Commonwealth: provided , however , that
20 the city council may establish further or additional
21 provisions for the collection thereof.

1 Sect. 25. The qualified voters of each ward, at
2 their respective annual ward meetings for the choice
3 of officers, shall elect, by ballot, one person in each
4 ward, who shall be a resident of said ward, to be an
5 assistant assessor; and it shall be the duty of the
6 persons so chosen to furnish the assessors with all
7 necessary information relative to persons and property
8 taxable in their respective wards ; and they shall be
9 sworn to the faithful performance of their duty.

1 Sect. 26. The qualified voters of each ward shall
2 elect, by ballot, three persons in each ward, who
3 shall be residents of the ward, to be members of the

8
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4 school committee ; one person to be chosen in each
5 ward at their respective annual meetings for the term
6 of three years ; and the persons so chosen shall, with
7 the mayor, constitute the school committee, and have
8 the care and superintendence of the public schools.
9 And all the rights and obligations of the town of

10 Worcester in relation to the grant and appropriation
11 of money to the support of schools, and the special
12 powers and authority heretofore conferred, by law,
13 upon the inhabitants of the centre school district in
14 said town, to raise money for the support of schools
15 in said district shall be merged in the powers and
16 obligations of the city, to be exercised in the same
17 manner as over other subjects of taxation, and all
18 grants and appropriations of money, for the support
19 of schools and the erection and repair of school-

-20 houses, in said city, shall be made by the city council,
21 in the same manner as grants and appropriations are
22 made for other city purposes.

1 Sect. 27. Should there fail to be a choice of
2 members of the school committee, or assistant
3 assessors in any ward, on the day of the annual
4 ward meeting, the meeting shall be adjourned from
5 time to time, until the elections shall be completed.

1 Sect. 28. The city council shall have the same
2 powers in relation to the laying out, acceptance,
3 altering or discontinuing of streets and ways, and
4 the assessment of damages, which selectmen and
5 inhabitants of towns now have by law; but all
6 petitions and questions relating to laying out, widen-
-7 ing, altering or discontinuing any street or way,
8 shall be first acted on by the mayor and aldermen.
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9 Any person aggrieved by any proceedings of the
10 mayor and aldermen, or of the city council, in the
11 exercise of such powers respecting streets and ways,
12 shall have the same right of appeal, by complaint, to
13 the county commissioners of the county of Worcester,
14 as is given by the laws of the Commonwealth to
15 appeal from the decisions of selectmen or the
16 inhabitants of towns.

1 Sect. 29. No street or way shall hereafter be
2 opened in the city of Worcester, over any private
3 land, by the owners thereof, and dedicated to or per-
-4 mitted to be used by the public, of a less width than
5 forty feet, except with the consent of said mayor and
6 aldermen, in writing, first had and obtained for that
7 purpose.

1 Sect. 30. The city council shall have authority to
2 cause drains and common sewers to be laid down
3 through any streets or private lands, paying the own-
-4 ers such damage as they may sustain thereby, and to
5 require all persons to pay a reasonable sum for the
6 privilege of opening any drain into said public drain
7 or common sewer; and also to require that private
8 drains shall be conducted into the public drain or
9 sewer, in any case in which the said city council shall

10 judge the same necessary or proper for the cleanliness
11 and health of the city.

1 Sect. 31. The city council may make by-laws,
2 with suitable penalties, for the inspection and survey,
3 measurement and sale of lumber, wood, hay, coal and
4 bark, brought into the city for sale, and shall have the
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5 same powers as the town had in reference to the fire
6 department, and the laws relating thereto, and in
7 reference to the suspension of the laws for the protec-
-8 tion and preservation of useful birds, and of all other
9 laws the operation or suspension of which is subject

10 to the action of the town thereon.

1 Sect. 32. All elections of national, state, county
2 and district officers who are voted for by the people,
3 shall be held at meetings of the citizens qualified to
4 vote at such elections, in their respective wards, at
5 the time fixed by law for these elections respectively.

1 Sect. 33. Prior to every election, the mayor and
2 aldermen shall make out lists of all the citizens of
3 each ward qualified to vote in such elections, in the
4 manner in which selectmen of towns are required to
5 make out lists of voters ; and, for that purpose they
6 shall have full access to the assessors’ books and lists,
7 and are empowered to call for the assistance of the
8 assessors, assistant assessors and other city officers ;

9 and they shall deliver the lists so prepared and cor-
-10 rected to the clerks of the several wards, to be used
11 at such elections; and no person shall be entitled to
12 vote whose name is not borne on such list. A list of
13 the voters of each ward shall be posted in one or
14 more public places in each ward: 'provided however,
15 that any person whose name shall not be borne on

1G the list of the ward in which he is entitled to vote,
17 when it shall be placed in the hands of the clerk of
18 said ward, shall have the right to have his name
19 entered thereon at any time thereafter before the
20 closing of the polls, upon presenting to the ward
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21 officers a certificate, signed by the mayor or city clerk,
22 setting forth his right to have his name so entered.

1 Sect. 34. General meetings of the citizens qualified
2 to vote may from time to time be held, to consult
3 upon the public good, to instruct their representatives
4 and to take all lawful means to obtain redress for any
5 grievances, according to the right secured to the
6 people by the constitution of this Commonwealth.
7 And such meetings may and shall be duly warned
8 by the mayor and aldermen, upon the request in
9 writing, setting forth the purposes thereof, of fifty

10 qualified voters.

1 Sect. 35. The city council shall have power to
2 make all such salutary and needful by-laws as towns,
3 by the laws of this Commonwealth, have power to
4 make and establish, and to annex penalties, not
5 exceeding twenty dollars, for the breach thereof,
6 which by-laws shall take effect and be in force from
7 and after the time therein respectively limited, with-
-8 out the sanction of any court or other authority
9 whatever: provided however , that all laws and regula-

-10 tions in force in the town of Worcester shall, until
11 they shall expire by their own limitation, or bo
12 revised or repealed by the city council, remain in
13 force ; and all fines and forfeitures, for the breach of
14 any by-law or ordinance, shall be paid into the city
15 treasury.

1 Sect. 36. All the authority, powers, privileges,
2 rights and obligations created and given by section
3 twenty-three, chapter thirty-two of the acts passed
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4 in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-
-5 eight, entitled “An Act to establish the City of
(i Worcester,” and the “ Act for supplying the City of
7 Worcester with pure water,” approved on the eigh-
-8 teenth of March, in the year one thousand eight
9 hundred and sixty-four, shall be vested in and exer-

-10 cised by the City of Worcester, in such manner, by
11 such officers, servants and agents as the city council
12 shall from time to time ordain, appoint and direct.

1 Sect. 37. Nothing in this act contained shall be so
2 construed as to restrain or prevent the legislature
3 from amending or altering the same, whenever they
4 shall deem it expedient.

1 Sect. 38. On the second Monday in December,'in
2 the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six,
3 the qualified voters of the city, voting at large in
4 their respective wards, shall give in their votes for
5 eight aldermen, one alderman being selected from
6 each ward, whose terms of office shall be as follows,
7 viz.: The aldermen thus elected for wards numbered
8 one, three, five and seven shall hold their offices
9 respectively for the term of two municipal years next

10 following their election; while the aldermen thus
11 elected for the wards numbered two, four, six and
12 eight, shall hold their office respectively for the term
13 of one municipal year next following their election;
14 and all elections of aldermen after said second Mon-
-15 day of December shall be for the term of two years
16 from the first Monday of January next following
17 their election; except elections to fill vacancies; in
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18 which case the elections shall be for the unexpired
19 term only.

1 Sect. 39. On the second Monday of December, in
2 the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six,
3 the qualified voters in each ward of the city shall
4 elect three common councilmen, who shall, at the
5 time of their election, be residents of the wards,
6 respectively, in which they are elected, whose terms of
7 office shall be as follows, viz.: At said election, wards
8 numbered two, four, six and eight shall elect two
9 common councilmen each for the term of two muni-

-10 cipal years, and one common councilman each for the
11 term of one municipal year next following their
12 election; wards numbered one, three, five and seven
13 shall at the same time elect one common councilman
14 each for the term of two municipal years, and two
15 common councilmen each for the term of one muni-
-16 cipal year next following their election ; and all elec-
-17 tions of common councilmen after said second
18 Monday of December shall be for the term of two
19 years from the first Monday of January next follow-

-20 ing their election ; except elections to fill vacancies,
21 in which case the election shall be for the unexpired
22 term only.

1 Sect. 40. The two preceding sections shall be
2 submitted to a vote of the people of the city, each
3 section to be voted upon -separately, at the annual
4 election to be held in the month of November next,
5 in such manner as the mayor and aldermen shall
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6 prescribe; and said two preceding sections shall be
7 void unless accepted by the people upon such vote ;

8 but if they are accepted upon such vote, then sections
9 nine and ten of this act shall be null and void, and

10 the two preceding sections shall stand in lieu thereof.
11 And it shall be the duty of the mayor and of the clerk
12 of said city to return to the secretary of the Common-
-13 wealth a certificate, signed by them, of the result of
14 such vote.

1 Sect. 41. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repealed: provided, however ,

3 that the repeal of the said acts shall not affect any
4 act done, or right accruing or accrued or estab-
-5 lished, or any suit or proceeding had or commenced
6 in any civil case before the time when such repeal
7 shall take effect ; and that no offence committed,
8 and no penalty or forfeiture incurred under the acts
9 hereby repealed, and before the time when such

10 appeal shall take effect, shall be affected by the
11 repeal; and that no suit or prosecution pending at
12 the time of the said repeal for any offence committed,
13 or for the recovery of any penalty or forfeiture
14 incurred under the acts hereby repealed, shall be
15 affected by such repeal; and provided , also , that all
16 persons who, at the time when the said repeal shall
17 take effect, shall hold any office under the said acts,
18 shall continue to hold the same according to the ten-
-19 ure thereof; and provided, also, that all the by-laws
20 and ordinances of the city of Worcester which shall
21 be in force at the time when the said repeal shall
22 take effect, shall continue in force until the same are



251866.] HOUSE—No. 177.

23 repealed by the city council, and all officers elected
24 under snch by-laws and ordinances shall continue in
25 office according to the tenure thereof.

1 Sect. 42. No act which has been heretofore
2 repealed shall be revived by the repeal of the acts
3 mentioned in the preceding section.

1 Sect. 43. This act shall go into operation from and
2 after its passage.

4








