
HOUSE.... No. 321

House of Representatives April 16, 1866.

The Committee on Military Claims, to whom was referred the
Petition of Jacques Yrancx, and fifteen others, natives of
Belgium, asking the Commonwealth to refund or make good
to them certain military bounties on account of their enlist-
ment in 1864 on the military quota of Massachusetts,

That after a full hearing the petitioners have presented no
evidence to show that any sum whatever is due them from the
Commonwealth, or to substantiate the allegations of their
petition.

But as this claim of Yrancx and others is one of a large
class of claims liable to be presented to succeeding legislatures,
your Committee have deemed it appropriate, for a final dis-
posal of the whole subject, to make a full investigation of the
official records of the enlistment and service of Yrancx and his
foreign associates, and to report a brief abstract of the con-
nection of the Commonwealth therewith.

In the governor’s address to the legislature of 1865, his
excellency remarked:—

€ommomnenltl) of • iltasoadjusrtts.

REPORT:
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“It will interest the General Court to be informed that the sugges-
tion frequently and publicly made, and intended to impugn the patriot-
ism of the people of the Commonwealth, that the requisitions on them
have been largely met by importing recruits from abroad, is not founded
in fact. It is true that I have deemed it important to the public welfare
that the employment of persons capable of increasing the masculine
industrial and military strength of the Commonwealth should be favored.
To that end whenever opportunity offered to obtain good recruits for
the army, from among persons desiring to come hither to aid in the
defence, and to enjoy the blessings, of a free government, I have always
accepted them. But the whole number thus obtained during the past
year, (of course not including previous and permanent residents of for-
eign birth who may have volunteered,) is but nine hundred and seven
(907) out of the whole aggregate of recruits.”

The petitioners are among the foreign recruits thus alluded
to, and as the relation of the Commonwealth to all the rest of
the 907 recruits was the same as to the petitioners, any claim
that may be advanced in favor of one of the number, may
equally be advanced as to all the others.

On the official files of the executive department of the Com-
monwealth there are voluminous records concerning these
recruits, from which appear the following facts.

Soon after the beginning of our civil war, the correspondence
of our diplomatic and consular agents showed that large num-
bers of natives of Europe desired to come to the United States
to enlist in our military service, but had not themselves the
pecuniary means to do so ; and in his annual messages Pres-
ident Lincoln had urged on Congress to foster, generally,
immigration to this country. The subject was early brought
to the notice of the State authorities, but owing to the delicacy
of the international relations involved in it, no action was ever
taken by them, except as follows :

Early in 1864, M. D. Ross, Esq., in company with several
other respectable citizens of Boston, who were serving on
recruiting committees, brought 213 foreigners from Hamburg,
in Germany, by -way of Hull and Liverpool, iii England, to
Portland, in Maine, for enlistment into our army. This was
done with the co-operation of the city government of Boston,
and with the knowledge of the State government, and with a
view to similar enterprises on a larger scale, if this experiment
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should be successful. The agent of Mr. Ross and his asso-
ciates, for this purpose, was Mr. Julian Allen, formerly com-
mander of a regiment of New York Volunteers. Such men
were x’eceived by him at Hamburg as there expressed an inten-
tion to join our military forces on arrival in America. These
signed there an agreement, in their own language, a copy of
the English translation of which is annexed hereto, marked
[A.] In consideration of this agreement they were received
and forwarded to the United States, upon the contingency that
on arrival at Boston they should voluntarily enlist as soldiers,
for neither Ross, nor Allen, nor any of their associates or sub-,
agents, being empowered or authorized by either our national
or our State governments to effect military enlistments abroad,
it could be only by the voluntary action of each recruit after
arrival here, that his intention to enlist could be made effectual.
Out of the 213 men thus brought from Hamburg, it appears
that about 160 held to their intention thus declared, and
enlisted and were credited on the Massachusetts quota. After
enlistment and muster they were transferred by the State
recruiting officers to the charge of the military officers of the
United States, and by them were held at the United States
military rendezvous on Gallop’s Island. Shortly after their
arrival at that rendezvous, it appears that a complaint was
forwarded to the governor, by the commanding officer there,
alleging that these men had “ been wronged.” And upon the
request of Mr. Ross that this complaint should be thoroughly
investigated by the State authorities, it was referred by the
governor to a commission consisting of John M. Forbes, Esq.,
Quartermaster-General John H. Reed, and Colonel C. H.
Dalton, Assistant-Quartermaster-General. A copy of the
governor’s letter of reference is hereto annexed, marked [B,]
and also a copy of the report of the commission, marked [C.]

The records further show that upon the basis of the report
of these commissioners,—who reported not only that “ no
wrong has been done, but, on the contrary, we have con-
vincing evidence that Mr. Ross and his associates have much
more than fulfilled their obligations to the men,” and who
advised “ that the plan pursued by Mr. Ross, or any similar
one, for facilitating the immigration of able-bodied men, will
result to the mutual advantage of the immigrant and of the
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Commonwealth,”—this system of immigration was still further
pursued, to the extent, in all, of the 907 enlistments mentioned
in the governor’s address of 1865 above quoted.

The additional number of recruits, the records show, were
forwarded, not from Hamburg in Germany, but from Antwerp
in Belgium, at various times later in the year 1864, on the
steamer Belloyia

, and the sailing vessels Garland and Peter
Godfrey. The parties engaged in the enterprise and furnishing
the funds therefor, appear to have been the same engaged in
the former experiment, with the addition of other Boston mer-
chants who advanced the additional capital required by the
greater magnitude of the enterprise. As in the former case,
it was conducted with the co-operation of the city government
of Boston, and with the knowledge of the State authorities.
The agent for the collection of the men at Antwerp and their
despatch from there, was Mr. Allen, and the financial agent of
the associates for chartering the shipping was Captain William
T. Glidden, of Boston, who proceeded to Europe for that pur-
pose. Each of the men shipped from Antwerp signed, before
sailing, an agreement printed in the English, French, German,
and Dutch languages, a copy of the English version of which
is hereto annexed, marked [D.] Upon arrival at Boston these
men were landed on Deer Island, where they were enlisted and
mustered, and then transferred to the United States rendezvous
at Gallop’s Island. Precisely what proportion of the whole
number brought here, of these latter shipments, evaded their
declared intention to enlist, or were rejected by the examining
surgeon, the records do not show ; but they speak in one place
of twenty-seven as declining so to enlist, and accordingly being
furnished with civil employments, or being given means to go
to New York or elsewhere, according to their expressed wishes.

Soon after the removal of these foreign recruits to Gallop’s
Island, and their despatch thence to the seat of war, complaints
similar to those preferred concerning the former recruits from
Hamburg, were made to the State authorities, and also to the
authorities of the United States. Many of the latter were
addressed to the Department of State of the United States,
through the diplomatic representatives at Washington of the
foreign powers of which the recruits were subjects, and among
others by the ministers of the kingdoms of Belgium and Prus-
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sia, and by the Consul-General of Switzerland. Copies of these
were forwarded by the Secretary of State to the governor of
Massachusetts, with the request that he would cause investiga-
tion to be made into them, and a report to be made thereon to
the general government. A concurrent course of investigation
was also instituted by the Provost-Marshal-Geueral of the War
Department.

The records of our executive department contain elaborate
files of written testimony, showing that this duty of investi-
gation was fully performed by the governor, and the result
reached by him was communicated in a letter to Hon. William
H. Seward, Secretary of State, under date of November 12,
1864, in which he wrote :

“ The general conclusion to which I arrive with regard to all the men
brought here by Messrs. Allen and Ross, is that they all came for the
express purpose of entering the military service—a purpose distinctly
understood by each one of them before leaving Europe; that there was
no deceit practised upon them; that their enlistment upon arrival here
was voluntary; and that those who now complain of fraudulent treat-
ment do so without reasonable grounds, and probably in the hope that
by making a disturbance now, some pecuniary benefit may accrue to
them, either by way of their premature discharge from the service which
they contracted for by their voluntary enlistment, or by way of extort-
ing from the parties who brought them over that portion of their mili-
tary bounties which they assignedto those parties in reimbursement of
the expenses and risks of bringing them over.”

And this same geAeral conclusion, upon further investigation
caused by additional complaints through the Prussian Legation,
was reiterated by the governor in later communications.

The conclusions reached by the Provost-Marshal-General’s
Bureau, are indicated by the testimony of Captain Howe, the
United States Provost-Marshal and mustering officer Of the
Fourth Congressional District, a copy of which is annexed,
marked [E.]

But as notwithstanding these reports, complaints still con-
tinued to be made, the Secretary of War, nehr the close of the
year 1865, organized a special commission, for a minute and
final investigation of the whole subject. This commission con-
sisted of Brevet Major-General Seth Williams, the distinguished
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Adjutant-General of the Ax-ray of the Potomac throxxghout the
whole civil war, Brevet Major-General Robert Buchanan, and
Majox'-General G. Mott. It met at Boston, and after thoroughly
examining and reviewing the whole subject, made its report
under date of January 13th last, a copy of which is hereto
annexed, marked [F.] Its general conclusion was “ that there is
no- legal ground of complaint on the part of these soldier-
immigrants relative to the agreement into which they entered
with Messrs. Ross and Allen, as these gentlemen have carried
out their part of the contract to the letter.”

The records further show that after the landing and enlist-
ment of the immigrants Vho came by the Peter Godfrey, Mr.
Ross and his associates, in view of the great pecuniary risks of
their enterprise, which were increased by the interference of
the representatives of foreign nations above mentioned, desisted
from further prosecution of it.

Reviewing, now, all the facts as they thus appear on the
official records, the importation of these recimits seems to have
been solely a private xxudertaking, prosecuted by private indi-
viduals with their own funds and at their own risk, and with
no official sanction or responsibility by the State government
further than is involved in the knowledge of the enterprise by
the executive authorities of the State, and in their cordial
assent to the increase thereby of our military strength and
resources. In the language of the governor’s address of 1805,
he “ deemed it important to the public welfare that the employ-
ment of persons capable of increasing the, masculine industrial
and military strength of the Commonwealth should be favox -ed,”
and to this end “ whenever opportunity offered to obtain good
recruits for the army from among pex-sons desii'ing to come
hither to aid in the defence and to enjoy the blessings of a free
government, always accepted them.” The directions of the
governor to the State Superintendent of Recruiting are hereto
appended, marked [G,] which will show the exact-limits of the
co-operation of the State in the enterprise.

The repox-t of the committee of which Mr. Forbes was chair-
man, hereto annexed, marked [B,] suggests that the State
should see to it that Mr. Ross and his associates should “ faith-
fully perform their part of such conti-act as they xxxake;” and
by the official records this appears to have been done. The
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only point in that connection to which the complaints of
Yrancx and his fellow-petitioners are directed, is with regard to
the payment of the State military bounty; and the annexed
copies, marked respectively [H] and [l,] of the Special Order,
No. 1,065, of the series of 1864, and of the report of Pay-
master-General Marshall, dated December 20, to be
conclusive as to any liability of the Commonwealth on that
subject, for by those copies it appears that such bounty was paid
to Mr. Ross, as assignee of the petitioners, not only by virtue
of the contract entered into before sailing from Europe, but by
virtue also of orders on the State paymaster, executed -by the
petitioners in favor of Mr. Ross, after their enlistment and
muster as soldiers in the United States. And the petitioners
entirely fail to show to your Committee that such orders were
executed by them any otherwise than voluntary, and with a full
understanding of their legal purport and effect.

It seems undoubtedly true that the petitioners, if they had
come to this country with means of their own, individually, and
not as members of an organized band of immigrants under the
Ross and Allen contract, could have made arrangements to
enlist to greater pecuniary advantage. But the very purpose of
that contract, and of the enterprise of Mr. Ross and his asso-
ciates was to enable military immigrants to come here who did
not possess means of their own for the purpose. The expenses
of this organized immigration appear to have been very great,
occurring, as it did, at the time when our national funds were
most depreciated, and foreign exchange was at the highest point
which it reached during the war. By the official records, it is
in evidence that in expenses relating to the immigrants from
Antwerp, Mr. Ross and his associates had, at one time, the sum
of $240,000 at stake, exposed to risk of total loss, for they
assumed the risk of each immigrant refusing or avoiding enlist-
ment after his arrival, and also the risk of his refusing, after
his muster, to assign his military bounty, over and above the
sum of $lOO, as stipulated in the Antwerp contract. Your
Committee cannot but regard it as in a very high degree credit-
able to the character of the immigrants that in so few instances
does such refusal or avoidance appear to have occurred. And
in justice to Mr. Ross and his associates, in view of the allega-
tions of the petitioners, your Committee deem it a duty to
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report that they regard the fact of this great risk as sufficient
evidence that pecuniary gain was not the primary motive of their
enterprise, but an earnest desire to add to our military strength,
and to fill the quota of troops required of us by the United
States. The active co-operation of the city authorities, of Bos-
ton in tho,enterprisc, and the submission of it in all its details
to the inspection of the State government, afford additional
and conclusive evidence of the same fact. And your Committee
are informed by ex-Governor Andrew that Mr. Ross and his
associates were willing, and offered at any time to transfer to
the State, or to any other private parties who should be desig-
nated by the executive, the whole entei’prise, and any possible
profits therefrom, upon the single condition that the State, or
such private parties* should guarantee them against loss on the
capital which they had invested in it; but that from want of
legal power on the part of the executive to make such a guar-
anty, and of ability to find private parties willing to make it,
as well as from satisfaction with the high character of the par-
ties already conducting the enterprise, no action was ever taken
upon that offer.

In view of the facts stated above, the Committee report that
the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

GEO. P. CARTER.
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[A.]

Hamburg, 1864.
We, the undersigned, do herein and hereby individually, jointly and

severally, agree and bind ourselves to this contract.
That is, we have been engaged and do engage with Mr. Julian Allen, to

go to the United States of America, by any route that Julian Allen may des-
ignate or direct, to sail for the port of Boston in the State of Massachusetts,
or Portland in the State of Maine, or to any other ptort in the United States,
which Julian Allen or his agent or agents may direct, in consideration of a
free passage to the United States of America out of any port of Europe,
including board and outfit.

We hereby individually, jointly and severally engage and bind ourselves
and agree, on our arrival in the United States of America, to enter into any
engagement for a period not exceeding three years, with Julian Allen or his
agents, to serve faithfully and truly in any employment, which Mr. M. D.
Ross, of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, his agent, agents or represen-
tative may designate or contract for us to do, provided such employment is
not in contravention to the laws of the United States of America, and the
wages to be paid ns not to be less than is paid to persons in the United
States of America, for performing similar services or labor (not under twelve
dollars American currency per month, including board;) be it distinctly
understood, however, not to include extra moneys, given or paid as bounties,
to such persons who are entitled, and which we may be entitled toreceive;
such bounties or extra moneys which we may be entitled to, excepting one
hundred dollars in the currency of the United States, we agree to assign, and
hereby do assign, to the aforesaid M. D. Ross, his agent, agents or represen-
tative ; and we further agree and bind ourselves, to execute any and all
papers, which may be or become necessary to enable said M. D. Ross, his
agent or representative to procure any and all extra moneys and bounties
which we may be entitled to, excepting the one hundred dollars above men-
tioned, on entering or. engaging ipto any service or employment, designated
by said M. D. Ross, his agent, agents or representative for the period of time
aforenamed.

It has been clearly explained and is as clearly understood by us, that there
are extraordinary risks incurred by Mr. Julian Allen in assuming, as he does,
to give us a free passage to the United States of America, and then, on our
arrival there to procure for us remunerative employment; and therefore we,
by our free will and choice, agree to make and do make the assignment as
above named of all bounties or extra moneys (excepting the one hundred
dollars.) We have acknowledged, that through the agency of Mr. Julian
Allen and his associates our condition in life will be sufficiently improved to
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make it just and right that Mr. Allen ajd his associates shall make a profit in
the transaction of their business of forwarding us.

In witness hereof, we have signed individually, jointly and severally our
names to this contract and agreement, in duplicates (English and German)
and promise faithfully and are in honor bound to perform all and everything
herein contained.

[l3.]
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Executive Department, Boston, )

April 25, 1864. |
Gentlemen, —I beg leave to refer to you the within papers.

1. A complaint by Lieutenant-Colonel Johnston of the Veteran Reserve
Corps, commanding United States draft rendezvous at Gallop’s Island, that
certain German recruits for the Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry
“ have been wronged.”

2. A letter of M. D. Ross, Esq., in answer to a copy of Lieutenant-Colonel
Jolinston’s complaint, which I transmitted to him.

I will be much obliged if you will act as such a committee as Mr. Ross
requests, and will report to me on the whole subject.

Ist. As to whether any wrong has been done, and if so, as to what measure
of redress is due from me.

2d. As to the expediency of Mr. Ross’s plan of bringing more German
recruits to Massachusetts.

3d. As to any action which I can properly take to encourage it.

If you need any official documents, copies of bounty statutes, &c., in pur-
suing this investigation, a mention to my military secretary of what you need
will immediately procure copies for you.

I regard this subject as of great importance, not only as helping towards
our quota, but also as helping to preserve our old regimental organizations.
The Twentieth Regiment has already been filled to the maximum from this
source, and it is proposed next to fill up the Second. Colonel Macy of the
Twentieth, who has attended to the reception of the recruits for that regi-
ment, is in a position to give you valuable information concerning it. Please
to return- to me, at your convenience, the letters of Lieutenant-Colonel
Johnston and Mr. Ross.

I have the honor to be, very truly yours,

(Signed,) JOHN A. ANDREW,
Governor of Massachusetts.

To John M, Forbes, Esq.; Brigadier-General John H. Reed, Quarter-
master-General; Colonel Charles H. Dalton, Assistant-Quartermaster-
General.
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[o.]
Bostox, April 27, 1864.

Goyekxor,—ln reply to your communication of the 25th inst, we beg
respectfully to report that we have carefully read the communications sub-
mitted to us relating to the alleged complaints as to the enlistment of certain
German recruits now in the Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteer Eegiment,
namely, a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, and a letter from M. D.
Ross, Esquire, and other papers; also that Colonel Johnson has politely met
us and freely informed us of what knowledge he had upon the subject, as
well as Lieutenant Magnitsky, an intelligent German officer in Twentieth
Massachusetts Volunteers, who has made himself personally familiar with the
feelings of the aforesaid emigrants; also Dr. B. Joy Jeffries, examining sur-
geon of said recruits, who has freely conversed with all the men in their own
tongue ; also Messrs. Ross and Browne.

We have examined various original contracts and assignments of bounties
and other papers, and believe we have enjoyed ample opportunities for arriv-
ing at a just opinion in the premises.

In reply to Query 1, “ as to whether any wrong has been done, and if so as
to what measure of redress is due from me,” we have to reply that we believe
no wrong has been done, but, on the contrary, we have convincing evidence
that Mr. Ross and associates have much more than fulfilled their obligations to
the men, in which Colonel Johnson fully concurs, after examining the facts.

Query 2, “as to the expediency of Mr. Ross’s plan of bringing more Ger-
mans to Massachusetts,” we are of opinion that the plan pursued by Air.
Ross, or any similar one, for facilitating the immigration of able-bodied men,
will result to the mutual advantage of the immigrant and the Commonwealth,
and advise that it be allowed to continue.

Query 3, “ as to any action which I can properly take to encourage it,” we
recommend that Air. Ross and associates receive all aid, and encouragement,
and protection, so far as you can lawfully extend it upon evidence that they
will faithfully perform their part of such contract as they make, and that the
emigrants themselves are carefully informed of their own obligations previous
to leaving their homes.

We beg to add that we believe your excellency need entertain no anxiety
in regard to the actual experiences of the men in question, as from all the
evidence we have had before us we assure you that we believe the men were
satisfied with their treatment up to the time of the arrival at Gallop’s
Island, and that any complaints they have, or which have come to your
knowledge from other sources, were induced by the intermeddling of inter-
ested parties who, in our judgment, are unworthy of further consideration.
Finally, we have reason to believe that the men in question, in addition to a
free and comfortable passage to this country, have received a larger pecuniary
consideration than many of their American comrades.

We return the papers submitted, and have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, your obedient servants,

J. M. FORBES.
JOHN H. REED, Quar’m’r-Genl.
C. H. DALTON.
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CD.]

Antwerp, 1864.
We, the undersigned, do herein and hereby, individually, jointly, and sev-

erally, agree and bind ourselves to this contract. That is, we have been
engaged, and do engage with Mr. Julian Allen, to go to the United States of
America, by any route that Julian Allen may designate or direct, to sail for
the port of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, or Portland, in the State of
Maine, or to any other port in the United States which Julian Allen or his
agent or agents may direct, in consideration of a free passage to the United
States of America out of any port of Europe, including board and outfit.
We hereby individually, jointly, and severally engage and bind ourselves and
agree, on our arrival in the United States of America, to enter into any
engagement for a period not exceeding three years, with Julian Allen or his
agents, to serve faithfully and truly in any employment which Mr. M. D.
Ross, of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, his agent, agents, or repre-
sentative, may designate or contract for us to do, provided such employment
is not in contravention to the laws of the United States of America, and the
wages to be paid us not to be less than is paid to persons in the United States
of America for performing similar services or labor, (not under twelve dollars
American currency per month, including board;) be it distinctly understood,
however, not to include extra moneys, given or paid as bounties, to such per-
sons who are entitled and which we may be entitled to receive; such bounties
or extra moneys which we may be entitled to, excepting one hundred dollars
in the currency of the United States, we agree to assign and hereby do assign
to the aforesaid M. D. Ross, his agent, agents, or representative; and we
further agree and bind ourselves to execute any and all papers which may be
or become necessary to enable said M. D. Ross, his agent or representative,
to procure any and all extra moneys or bounties which we may be entitled
to, excepting the one hundred dollars above mentioned, on entering or engag-
ing into any service or employment designated by said M. D. Ross, his agent,
agents, or representative, for the period of time aforenamed. It has been
clearly explained, and is as clearly understood by us, that there are extraordinary
risks and expenses incurred by Mr. Julian Allen in assuming, as he does, to
give us a free passage to the United States of America, and then on our
arrival there, to procure for us remunerative employment; and therefore we,
by our own free will and choice, agree to make and do make the assignment
as above named of all bounties or extra moneys, (excepting the one hundred
dollars.) We here acknowledge that through the agency of Mr. Julian Allen
and his associates, our condition in life will be sufficiently improved to make
it just and right that Mr. Julian Allen and his associates shall receive such
remuneration in the transaction of their business in forwarding us as to defray
their expenses, should it even leave a profit. In witness hereof, we have
signed individually, jointly, and severally our names to this contract and
agreement, and promise faithfully, and are in honor bound to perform all and
everything herein contained.
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•[E.]

Provost-Marshal’s Office, )
Fourth Congressional Dist. of Mass.,

Boston, October 10; 1804. )

Sir,—I would respectfully state, in reply to your inquiries about the men
brought over by Messrs. M. D. Ross and others Rom Europe, that I was at the
island with each load as a mustering officer, and that they left the following
impression on me as on others with whom I conversed on the subject, viz.:—

Ist. That they perfectly understood what they were doing when the oath
was administered to them, which, so as to give no chance for a mistake, was
explained to them in French and German, as well as English.

2nd. That they were not only perfectly satisfied to go, but were anxious to
do so, which was shown when passed by the surgeon and ready for the boat,
by their songs, cheers, &c., and when one was rejected, by his sorrowful face
and conWnserations of his comrades.

3d. They were all satisfied with the money paid them, with one exception,
where the man wanted to be paid in gold instead of currency.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. GREENE HOWE, Captain and Provost-Marshal.

Major Francis N. Clarke, A. A. Provost-Marshal-General.

[F. ]
(Copy.)

Washington, D. C., January 13th, 18G6.
The commission met pursuant to adjournment, (all the members present,)

and having received the expected documents from the governor of Massachu-
setts, proceeded to the consideration of all the testimony that had been pre-
sented, a schedule of which is appended to this record.

The committee having carefully examined the evidence submitted by the
Prussian Minister, the Governor of Massachusetts, and the Provost-Marshal-
General of the United States, in the matters which it was directed to investi-
gate, respectfully submits the following statement of what it believes to be the
fact in the case.

During the spring and summer of 18G4, two citizens of the United States,
Messrs. M. D. Ross, of Boston, Mass., and Julian Allen, of New York, with
the view of filling the quota of Massachusetts on the call of the President in
February of that year, for 300,000 volunteers, made arrangements to bring
over to this country a number of Germans and other emigrants to be enlisted
into the army to the credit of that quota. To this end Mr. Julian Allen
went to Europe, and entered into an agreement with certain German, French
and other persons, at Antwerp, in Belgium, by which he engaged to provide
each with a free passage to the United States, to cause him to be paid one
hundred dollars in the currency of the United States, to secure to him not
less than (12) twelve dollars a month as wages, and to provide him with
board, lodging, and medical attendance for the period of three years, upon
condition that he, the emigrant, should engage to enter into any employment, not
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contrary to the laws of the United States, that might be designated by Mr.
Ross. This agreement was written in German, French and English, and it
seems to have been well understood by the emigrants that the employment for
which they were engaged to servo, was as soldiers in the army of the United
States, then occupied in crushing the rebellion of the Southern States against
the legitimate authority of the government. The emigrants sailed from
Antwerp and were mostly landed on “Deer Island,” an island in Boston
Harbor, on which certain State and city charitable institutions were located,
and on this account it was necessary to have a police force there to protect
the public property and prevent the intrusion of persons from the city whose
business did not authorize them to visit the island. The emigrants were then
examined by the proper medical officers of the government, and then duly
mustered into the service of the United States, either as volunteers, or substi-
tutes, their enlistment papers having been first read and explained to them
in German, French, and English ; and they were credited to the quota of the
State of Massachusetts. To effect the enlistment of these men no force nor
intimidation of any sort is shown to have been used or attempted, but each
was free to enlist or not as he might deem proper, as is proven by the fact
that a few of them refused to enlist, and were furnished by Mr. Ross, with
free passage to the city of New York, to which place they desired to go.
After enlistment they were sent to Gallop’s Island, the rendezvous for the
troops of Massachusetts, and remained there from two to four weeks, until
they could be forwarded to their respective regiments in the field. Whilst on
that island some became dissatisfied, as they there found out that had they
known as much about the recruiting laws of the United States before enlist-
ing as they afterwards learned, they might have made a better bargain with
Messrs. Ross and Allen. From their intercourse with other recruits on the
island they learned that there was a difference of bounty allowed to volun-
teers, and substitutes, and those who had been enlisted in the latter class
thought they had been unfairly dealt with.

The commission therefore concludes that there is no legal ground of com-
plaint on the part of these soldier-emigrants, relative to the agreement into
which they entered with Messrs. Ross and Allen, as these gentlemen have
carried out their part of the contract to the letter.

At the same time it is believed that whilst these emigrants fully understood
the obligations which they were taking upon themselves, at the time of signing
their enlistment papers, they did not fully comprehend all the rights belong-
ing to them in the matter of being enlisted as volunteers, or as substitutes,
for had they done so it is not doubted that all would have chosen to enlist as
volunteers.

The commission then adjourned, sine die.
(Signed,) ' G. MOTT,

Major-General Vols., anUtPresident.
S. WILLIAMS,

Brevet Major-General U. S. Volunteers.
ROB’T BUCHANAN,

Brevet Major-General U S. Army, Recorder.
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[G.]

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Executive Department, Boston, ?

June 21, 1864. (

To Lieut. Col William S. King, Thirty-Fifth Mass. Vol. Infantry , Superin-
tendent of Recruiting , Faneuil Hall :

Colonel,—I will be obliged if you will communicate with M. D. Hoss,
Esq., of this city, with regard to certain Germans expected to arrive here for
enlistment into our volunteer regiments, and if you will represent the State
government in dealing with Mr. Ross, rendering him all aid you can, and in
the most friendly spirit.

The whole subject of the importation of these Germans was referred by me
for investigation to a committee consisting of John M. Forbes, Esq., Quarter-
master-General John H. Reed, and Assistant Quartermaster-General Charles
H. Dalton. The following is an extract from their report

“ As to the expediency of Mr. Ross’s plan of bringing more Germans to
Massachusetts, we are of opinion that the plan pursued by Mr. Ross, or any
similar one for facilitating the immigration of able-bodied men, will result to
the mutual advantage of the immigrant and of the Commonwealth, and advise
that it be allowed to continue.

“As to any action which the governor can properly take to encourage it,
we recommend that Mr. Ross and associates receive all aid, encouragement
and protection, so far as you can lawfully extend it, upon evidence that they
faithfully perform their part of such contract as they may make, and that the
emigrants themselves are carefully informed of their obligations previous to
leaving their homes.

“We have reason to believe that the men in question, in addition to a free
and comfortable passage to this country, have received a larger pecuniary
consideration than many of their American comrades.

(Signed,) “JOHN M. FORBES,

JOHN H. REED, Q. M. General.
CHAS. 11. DALTON.”

Acting on the faith of the assurances of this report, Mr. Ross and his asso-
ciates have invested capital to an unusually large amount in the enterprise of
bringing hither several thousands of German recruits. Their pecuniary risk
being now counted by hundreds of thousands of dollars, they are naturally
and properly anxious for no precaution to be neglected by which the enlist-
ment of every German fit for service, brought by them, may be secured.

The principal facilities desired by them are as follows
1. A definite arrangement as to what regiments their recruits shall be

assigned to, as each ship-load arrives, so that there may be no confusion or
delay in respect to the enlistments, by hesitation as to what corps shall receive
them.
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2. Zealous and sympathetic co-operation by the recruiting officers of those
regiments, and by all officers of the general recruiting service.

3. Enlistment of the recruits in Boston Harbor on shipboard, and muster of
them into service there, and landing of them then at Gallop’s Island with-
out coming to the city at all, so as to keep them out of the way of all runners
and men-brokers.

I would suggest to you the expediency of arranging for the appointment of
some German officers to the thirty-fifth, and for filling up that regiment then
with these men. Arrangement has been made with the Second Regiment
Mass. Vol. Infantry to take part of the first shipload which shall arrive, but
Mr. Ross and his associates do not think they receive from the officers of that
regiment here, the same earnest and efficient co-operation which they met
with from Colonel Macy of the Twentieth with regard to the recruits theyput
into that regiment, to the number of several hundreds.

I would suggest the expediency of putting enough into the Fifty-eighth to
enable Colonel Richmond to be mustered in and assume its command, and of
engaging his active co-operation for the purpose.

The difficulties, among others, which are to be encountered in this recruiting
of Germans, are, —

1. The unacquaintance of the men with the English language, and hence
the need of putting them into regiments where there are officers who under-
stand German.

2. The need of a thorough understanding with Major Clarke, U. S. A.,
Assistant-Provost-Marshal-General and Chief Mustering Officer, to interpose
no obstacle to the muster of them into the regiments. I enclose with this a
copy of extracts from general orders of the war department to show you just
how the letter of those orders as to the muster of men speaking foreign lan-
guages, now reads.

3. The necessity of the very promptest action upon the arrival of each
ship-load, as any considerable delay will necessarily bring runners, and men-
brokers around, and create disaffection, and perhaps ruin the whole enterprise.

I am anxious to render all reasonable co-operation to Mr. Ross and his
associates in this work, because it seems to me of great value and importance
towards filling our quotas, and because it is on a scale worthy of the highest
consideration.

If you will take charge of it as representing the State, consult freely with
Mr. Ross, advise him and aid him all you can, you will do public service.

I remain, very truly yours,

(Signed,) JOHN A. ANDREW
Governor of Massachusetts.

[Official.]

A. G. Browne, Jr.,
Lieut.-Col., Military Secretary.
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[H.]
(Copy.)

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Head-Quarters, Boston, )

September 1, 18G4. (

[Special Order No. 1065.]
Whereas, M. D. Boss, of Boston, has entered into a written contract with

certain persons who have enlisted or are about to enlist in the military service
of the United States as a part of the contingent of Massachusetts ; and whereas
said contract has been submitted by said Ross to the examination of a board
appointed by his excellency the governor for that purpose, from whose,
report it appears that the contract is reasonable, fair and clear in its terms,
it is approved; and whereas Mr. Ross has In fulfilment of his part of the con-
tract incurred large expense of transportation and otherwise for such persons:
It is ordered that M. D. Ross be authorized to sign all State elective and pay
rolls in behalf of any volunteers who may have or shall authorize him by
virtue of the above mentioned contract, to receive the State bounties due
them as enlisted volunteers on the quota of Massachusetts, pursuant to such
contract, and the orders given by the aforesaid men so enlisting.

By order of the Commander-in-Chief.

(Signed,) WILLIAM SCIIOULER,
A djutant- General.

[l.]

Office of Paymaster-General, ) .

Boston, December J
His Excellency, John A. Andrew, Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir : In reply to your request of the 16th inst., I have the honor to state
that during the year 1864, under the direction of your excellency, I paid to
Mr. M. D. Ross the bounties then paid by the State of Massachusetts for
soldiers then enlisting on the quota of this State, on account of certain
soldiers enlisted by Mr. Ross upon the quota of this State as volunteers. My
authority for doing so was the order of your excellency, a contract signed by
the men who enlisted as soldiers assigning their State bounty to Mr. Ross, a
copy of which contract Mr. Ross deposited with me, and, in addition thereto,
a written order signed by the men, severally directing me to pay their
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bounty to Mr. Ross, a copy of which I hereunto annex, the original orders
being now all on file in this office.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed,) J. B. F. MARSHALL,

Colonel and Paymaster-General.

Suffolk, ss., December 21, 186S.—Personally appeared the above
named J. B. F. Marshall, and made oath that the foregoing statement sub-
scribed by him is true.

Before me,
(Signed,) HENRY D. HYDE, Justice of the Peace.

[U. S. InternalRevenue Stamp.]

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
To the Paymaster of Massachusetts Stale Bounties :

Sir : —Please pay to M. D. Ross, or his order, the sum of on
account of bounty due me as U. S. volunteer Mass, quota.

(Signed)
Dated at Boston, , 18G4.

Executed in presence of
(two witnesses.)
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