
HOUSE.... No. 410.

RESOLVES

Concerning Soldiers, Sailors and Marines from Massachusetts
in the War of the Rebellion.

Resolved, That a joint special committee, consisting of
,

on the part of the senate, with such as the house may join, be
appointed to sit in the coming recess, and report to the next
legislature upon the following inquiries:

First. Has preceding legislation provided sufficient aid 4o
those men whom this state has furnished to the military and
naval service of the United States, during the late rebellion, who
have been wounded, partially or wholly disabled by sickness
and disease, whether contracted by the chills and damps of the
service, the starving horrors or southern prisons, or by whatever
cause—soldiers, sailors or marines ?

Second. Has preceding legislation provided sufficiently for
the families and immediate dependants upon the slain '! It yea,
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upon both of theabove queries, no further action shall be taken;
if nay, upon cither or both, it shall be the duty of this commit-
tee, after having properly classified the above-named benefici-
aries, to report to the next legislature such further provision
for them, and in such mode or way as they shall deem most
conducive to the dignity and honor of Massachusetts, by which
to discharge its future obligations to such wounded, sick and
disabled soldiers, sailors or marines, aforesaid. Also, report
the annual cost under the present laws, together with such
aggregate sum, if any, as they shall recommend in addition
thereto.

Resolved, further, That said committee shall, by the aid and
assistance of the adjutant-general of this Commonwealth, cause
to be prepared, full and accurate rolls of all soldiers who have
served the United States from Massachusetts during the late
rebellion, the date of their enlistment, and time of service and
discharge, and for what cause, having recourse to all possible
sources of information to make such rolls perfect, and in all
cases, when necessary, that they be authorized to send for per-
sons and papers ; and, further, that they ascertain who and what
portion have received state bounty, with the whole amount paid,
together with the number of deserters, and, as far as possible,
their names ; and, having prepared for future use, such a digest
in the most concise and perfect form practicable, may, also, in
their discretion, if they shall see fit, report such a plan, under
proper limitations and restrictions and with due regard to the
financial condition of the state, for recognizing the services of
the patriotic men who have borne our flag so proudly to triumph
and success, as they shall deem just and proper, together with
the exact sum, should money be required to carry out the pro-
visions thereof. But in the event that the committee shall see
fit to report such a plan as shall contemplate the payment of
money, it shall embrace within its provisions a proposition for a
distinct and separate state tax, to be called “ a special war tax
of the rebellion,” and which tax shall be levied, collected and
paid to the state treasurer, from time to time, prior to the
paying out of the same, and in such instalments as shall be
just to the veteran soldier, as also to the tax-paying citizen of
this Commonwealth.
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