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Hodse of Representatives, May 21,1866,

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Message of His Excellency Governor Bullock, in relation to
the National Antietam Cemetery, report the same and the
accompanying Resolve.

JOHN W. CANDLER, for the Committee

tHommomuealtl) of iftaooacljusctto.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Six.

Resolved
, That the sum of four thousand dollars shall bo

allowed and paid, and the same is hereby appropriated, for the
National Antietam Cemetery, the same to be paid upon the
order of the governor. And, also, not exceeding one thousand
dollars, to defray such expenses of the trustee appointed on the
part of the state of Massachusetts, as the governor may direct.

(tfommomumltl) of iflassadjusetts.

RESOLVE

In relation to the Antietam National Cemetery.
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Executive Department, Boston, May 19, 1866.

On tho twenty-third day of March, eighteen hundred and
sixty-fire, the legislature of the State of Maryland incorporated
the National Antietam Cemetery. The Board of Trustees
under the Act consists of four persons on the part of Maryland,
and one to be designated by the Governor of each of the other
States, By chapter sixtieth of the Resolves of eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-five the legislature of Massachusetts recognized
by approval this Act and authorized the Governor and Council
to appoint a trustee on the part of this State.

The purpose and object of the said Act is to establish a cor-
porate body of responsible persons who shall have charge and
direction of the Cemetery, and who shall superintend the collec-
tion and interment therein of the remains of the soldiers who
laid down their lives for the American Union on that memorable
and consecrated field of battle.

By the Act of the State of Maryland it is provided that the
expenses incident to tho removal of the dead, enclosing and
ornamenting the Cemetery, and all tho work connected there*
with, and its future maintenance, shall bo apportioned among
the States, connecting themselves with tho Corporation, accord*
ing to their population as indicated by their representation in
the House of Representatives of tho United States. Following
this apportionment among eighteen States who were represented
on that field of national renown, the sum of five thousand five
hundred seventy-four dollars eighty cents, ($5,574.80,) has

(ffowwomucnltl) of JHossacljusctts.
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been assigned to Massachusetts as its share of the expenditure
for the work. I ought, however, to add, that while the amount
assigned according to this scale to the State of Maryland, within
whose limits the great battle was fought, is less than three thou-
sand dollars, ($3,000,) that Commonwealth has with honorable
patriotism and liberality appropriated the sum of fifteen thou-
sand dollars, ($15,000.) I will further add, that I have some
reason to believe, that by an easy reduction of the cost of the
noble work contemplated, without diminishing its purpose or its
effect, an amount less than that suggested by the Trustees will
be sufficient.

I cannot doubt that the people of this Commonwealth are
willing that their representatives shall co-operate with those of
other States in preserving in a decent and becoming manner,
within this sacred enclosure, the relics of their soldiers, which,
for want of friends to distinguish them or to remove them,*
even now mingle with the common dust on the spot where they
fell. The list of the names of those already recognized as the
dead soldiers of Massachusetts whose remains were not removed
from this place, amounts to the number of two hundred men.

Some of the States interested have already made the appro-
priations of money assigned to them in the distribution, and
the others are expected to do the same. It may well be pro-
vided in the Resolve, if it shall receive the approval of the
General Court, that the expenditure shall be made in the dis-
cretion and under the supervision of the Governor and Council.
With this restriction, and with the understanding that the sum
now to be proposed will at least be sufficient for all present
requirements, I recommend that a sum not less than four
thousand dollars ($4,000,) be set apart for this worthy and
sacred object. I also recommend that by the terms of the
Resolve the Governor and Council may be authorized to apply
such portion of the appropriation as may be found necessary to
defray the expenses of the Trustee on the part of the State.

A policy precisely like that which is now recommended was
adopted by the legislature of this State relative to the Gettys-
burg National Cemetery, and money was appropriated to carry
it into effect. As the result of that action, by this State and
by other States, the pious and patriotic undertaking of honoring
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the brave departed on that ground where they gave their lives
to secure the enduring unity and freedom of their country, is
about to receive its completion in a manner which will command
the admiration of future generations. Ido not for a moment
doubt that the result upon the field of Antietam will be equally
successful and equally gratifying.

ALEX. 11. BULLOCK.








