
HOUSE... .No. 433.

House of Representatives, May 23,1866.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred so much of
the Annual Address of His Excellency the Governor as relates
to the Cape Cod Railroad,

The importance of the harbor of Provincetown, in time of
peace as well as war, is fully attested by the repeated action of
the legislature of the Commonwealth and of the general govern-
ment in making appropriations for its preservation, a course
which has been uniformly recommended by the various com-
missions and committees which have been appointed to consider
the subject, and which has been sustained by the highest scien-
tific opinions of the eminent military and civil engineers, who
have examined the locality. To the testimony, already ample,
your Committee have added their unanimous opinion in a report
already submitted, accompanied by a Resolve recommending an
appropriation for that purpose.

They further desire to call the attention of the legislature to
the importance of protecting this magnificent harbor in time of
war, by connecting the works for which the general government
has already made appropriation with the main land by a railroad.
The vast extent of this harbor, and its situation, would make it
a desirable prize to any enemy and to sufficiently protect it by
fortifications, the government should have the power to forward
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troops rapidly and in large numbers, which could only be done
efficaciously by a railroad.

The Cape Cod Central Railroad is only completed as far as
Orleans, from which town to Provincetown is a distance of about
twenty-five miles. Over this tract of country, thinly settled,
bleak and comparatively barren, comprising two or three small
towns, private enterprise can never be expected to extend the
road, and although the public-spirited citizens of Provincetown,
Truro and Wellfleet, would doubtless contribute to the extent
of their ability, yet, they can scarcely be expected to assume
the entire amount of an unprofitable investment, the benefits of
which would result to the whole country.

The testimony of Colonel Graham, as cited in the report of the
Committee on Coast Defences, submitted to the legislature of
last year (Sen. Doc. No. 230,1865,) is clear and explicit as to
the importance and absolute necessity of a railroad as a means
of defence, and this testimony is supported by that of General
Totten, also cited in the same report.

Your Committee being unanimously of opinion that the wel-
fare of the whole country demands that this harbor should be
amply protected from the danger of falling into the hands of an
enemy in time of war, and believing that this should be done
by the general government, and that no system of defence
would be perfect which did not embrace communication by
railroad, would recommend that Congress be requested to make
an appropriation in aid of a railroad from Orleans to Province-
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Six.

RESOLUTIONS

In relation to extension of the Cape Cod Railroad.

Resolved , That the legislature of Massachusetts, in view of
the importance of the harbor of Proyincetown, in time of war
as well as peace, earnestly commend to the attention of the
congress of the United States the necessity, as a military
measure indispensable to its protection, of the construction of
a railroad from Orleans to Proviucetown.

Resolved ,
That our senators and representatives be requested

to use all proper endeavors to bring the subject before congress,
and to obtain an appropriation in aid of such a railroad as a
measure of great national importance.




