
HOUSE .... No. 228.

House of Representatives, March 29,. 1887.

The Committee on Labor, to whom were referred so much
of the Governor’s Address as relates to arbitration, the
annual report of the State Board of Arbitration and Concilia-
tion, the petition of W. B. Pattison, and the petition of
Thomas McCooey and others, report, in part, the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOSIAH QUINCY.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven.

AN ACT
To amend Chapter Two Hundred and Sixty-three

of the Acts of the Year Eighteen Hundred and
Eighty-six providing for a State Board of Arbi-
tration and Conciliation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloios:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and sixty-three of the acts of the year eigh-
-3 teen hundred and eighty-six is hereby amended
4 as follows:
5 In the second line of said section the words
6 “in each year ” are hereby stricken out, and the
7 words “in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-
-8 six ” are inserted in place thereof, so that the
9 sentence shall read: The governor, with the ad-

-10 vice and consent of the council, shall, on or be-
ll fore the first day of July, in the year eighteen
12 hundred and eighty-six, appoint three competent

Commomucaltl) of illasoadjusetts.
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13 persons to serve as a state board of arbitration
14 and conciliation in the manner hereinafter pro-
-15 vided.
16 All after the word “ governor ”in the tenth
17 line of said section is hereby stricken out, and the
18 following is inserted in place thereof: They shall
19 hold office for one year or until their successors
20 are appointed. - On the first day of July, in the
21 year eighteen hundred and eighty-seven, the
22 governor, with the advice and consent of the
23 council, shall appoint three members of said board
24 in the manner above provided, one to serve for
25 three years, one for two years and one for one
26 year, or until their respective successors are ap-
-27 pointed; and on the first day of July in each year
28 thereafter the governor shall in the same manner

29 appoint one member of said board to succeed the
30 member whose term then expires, and to serve
31 for the term of three years or until his successor
32 is appointed. If a vacancy occurs at any time,
33 the governor shall in the same manner appoint
34 some one to serve out the unexpired term; and
35 he may in like manner remove any member of
36 said board. Every member of said board shall,
37 before entering upon the duties of his office, be
38 sworn to a faithful discharge thereof. They shall
39 at once organize by the choice of one of their
40 number as chairman. Said board shall choose

41 one of their number as secretary, and may also

42 appoint and remove a clerk of the board, who

43 shall receive such salary as may be allowed by
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44 the board, but not exceeding nine hundred dollars
45 a year.

1 Sect. 2. Section three of said chapter is here-
-2 by amended by striking out the word “ clerk ” in
8 the fourteenth line thereof and inserting in place
4 thereof the word “ secretary.”

1 Sect. 3. Section four of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out all after the
3 word “ application ” in the eighth line thereof and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: When
5 an application is signed by an agent claiming to
6 represent a majority of such employees, the board
7 shall satisfy itself that such agent is duly author-
-8 ized in writing to represent such employees, but
9 the names of the employees giving such authority

10 shall be kept secret by said board. As soon as
11 may be after the receipt of said application the
12 secretary of said board shall cause public notice
13 to be given of the time and place for the hearing
14 thereon; but public notice need not be given when
15 both parties to the controversy join in the appli-
-16 cation and present therewith a written request
17 that no public notice be given. When such re-

-18 quest is made, notice shall be given to the parties
19 interested in such manner as the board may order,
20 and the board may, at any stage of the proceed-
-21 ings, cause public notice to be given, notwith-
-22 standing such request. Should the petitioner or
23 petitioners fail to perform the promise made in
21 said application, the board shall proceed no fur-
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25 ther thereupon without the written consent of the
26 adverse party. The board shall have power to
27 summon witnesses and to examine them under
28 oath concerning the grievances complained of in
29 said application and to require the production of
80 books containing the record of wages paid.
31 Summonses may be signed and oaths administered
82 by any member of the board.

1 Sect. 4. Section seven of said chapter is
2 hereby repealed and the following new section is
3 hereby inserted in place thereof: Section 7.
4 The parties to any controversy or difference, as
5 described in section three of this act, may submit
6 the matters in dispute, in writing, to a local board
7 of arbitration and conciliation; such board may
8 either be mutually agreed upon, or the employer
9 may designate one of the arbitrators, the

10 employees or their duly authorized agent an-

il other, and the two arbitrators so designated
12 may choose a third, who shall be chairman of the
18 board. Such board shall, in respect to the
14 matters referred to it, have and exercise all the
15 powers which the state board might have and
16 exercise, and its decision shall have whatever
17 binding effect may be agreed by the parties
18 to the controversy in the written submission.
19 The jurisdiction of such board shall be exclusive
20 in respect to the matters submitted to it, but it

21 may ask and receive the advice and assistance of

22 the state board. The decision of such board
23 shall be rendered within ten days of the close of
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24 any hearing held by it; such decision shall at
25 once be filed with the clerk of the city or town in
26 which the controversy or difference arose, and a

27 copy thereof shall be forwarded to the state
28 board. Each of such arbitrators shall be entitled
29 to receive from the treasury of the city or town
30 in which the controversy or difference that is the
31 subject of the arbitration exists, if such payment
32 is approved in writing by the mayor of such city
33 or the board of selectmen of such town, the sura
34 of three dollars for each day of actual service,
35 not exceeding ten days for any one arbitration.
36 Whenever it is made to appear to the mayor of
37 a city or the board of selectmen of a town that
38 a controversy or difference as described in sec-
-39 tion three of this act exists in such city or
40 town, and is likely to result in a strike or lock-
-41 out if not settled, such mayor or board of
42 selectmen may, either personally or by a duly
43 appointed agent or agents, endeavor to mediate
44 between the parties to such controversy or differ-
-45 ence, or to persuade them to submit the matters in
46 dispute to a local board of arbitration and con-
-47 ciliation, as above provided, or to the state board;
48 and in case such mediation is unsuccessful and
49 such submission to arbitration cannot be brought
50 about, and a strike or lockout is seriously threat-
-51 ened or actually occurs, the mayor of such city
52 or the board of selectmen of such town shall at
53 once notify the state board of the facts.
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1 Sect. 5. Section eight of said chapter is
2 hereby repealed and the following new sections
3 are hereby inserted in place thereof:
4 Sect. 8. Whenever it shall come to the knowl-
-5 edge of the state board, either by notice from the
6 mayor of a city or the board of selectmen of a
7 town, as provided in the preceding section, or
8 otherwise, that a strike or lockout is seriously
9 threatened or has actually occurred in any city or

10 town of the Commonwealth, involving an em-
-11 ployer and his present or past employees, if at
12 the time he is employing, or up to the occurrence
13 of the strike or lockout was employing, not less
14 than twenty-five persons in the same general line
15 of business in any city or town in the Cornmon-
-16 wealth, it shall be the duty of the board to pro-
-17 ceed as soon as may be to the locality of such
18 controversy, put themselves in communication
19 with the parties thereto, and endeavor by media-
-20 tion to effect an amicable settlement thereof, and
21 if necessary to endeavor to persuade the parties
22 thereto, provided that a strike or lockout has not
23 actually occurred or is not then continuing, to
24 submit the matters in dispute to a local board of
25 arbitration and conciliation, as above provided, or
26 to the state board; and said board may, if it
27 deems it advisable, investigate the cause or causes
28 of such controversy and ascertain which party
29 thereto is mainly responsible or blameworthy for
30 the existence or continuance of the same, and
31 may make and publish a report finding such cause
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32 or causes and assigning such responsibility or
33 blame. The board shall have power for the fore-
-34 going purposes to summon witnesses and exam-
-35 ine them under oath, and to require the produc-
-36 tion of books containing the record of wages paid.
37 Summonses may be signed and oaths adminis-
-38 tered by any member of the board.
39 Sect. 9. Witnesses summoned by the state
40 board shall be allowed one dollar for each day’s
41 attendance, or fifty cents for an attendance dur-
-42 ing a forenoon or afternoon only, or during any
43 less time, and shall be allowed five cents a mile
44 for travel each way from their respective resi-
-45 dences or places of employment or business to
46 the place where the board is in session. Each
47 witness shall certify in writing the amount of his
48 travel and attendance, and the amount due him
49 shall be paid forthwith by the board, and for such
50 purpose the board shall be entitled to draw from
51 the treasury of the Commonwealth sums not ex-
-52 ceediug one hundred dollars at any one time; but
53 before said board shall draw any such amount
54 after the first, the vouchers for the amount last
55 drawn shall be filed with the auditor of the Com-
-56 mouwealth and approved by him.
57 Sect. 10. The members of said State board
58 shall until the first day of July in the year eigh-
-59 teen hundred and eighty-seven be paid five dollars
60 a day each for each day of actual service; and
61 after said date they shall each receive a salary of
62 two thousand dollars a year, to be paid out of the
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63 treasury of the Commonwealth; and both before
64 and after said date they shall be paid their neces-
-65 sary travelling and other expenses, to be paid out
66 of the treasury of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








