
HOUSE . . . No. 500.
[House, No. 478, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

la the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven

AN ACT
To provide for the Removal of Certain Obstructions

in Gambling Resorts.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. When any officer empowered to
2 serve criminal process finds that access to any
3 common gaming house, or any building, apart-
-4 ment or place which he has reasonable cause to
5 believe is resorted to for the purpose of unlawful
6 gaming, is barred by any obstruction other than
7 what is usual in ordinary places of business, such
8 as a door, window, shutter, screen, bar or grating
9 of unusual strength, ho shall at once notify the

10 inspector of buildings, or other public officer or

11 officers, who may have charge of the construction
12 of buildings in his city or town, of the existence
13 of such obstruction; and said inspector, or other
14 officer or officers, shall inspect such obstruction,
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15 and if deemed by such officer or officers to be
16 unnecessary for the protection of the lawful
17 business done on such premises, or to have been
18 built and used for the purpose of resisting or
19 delaying the rightful entrance of the officers of
20 the law, he or they shall order the same to be
21 removed by the owner, lessee or person having
22 control of the building in which such obstruction
23 exists; and in case such officer or officers cannot
2d find either of the persons mentioned so as to
25 make personal service, said notice shall be posted
26 upon the outside of said building; and in case of
27 the neglect to remove such obstruction for the
28 space of seven days from the date of said order
29 or posting of said notice, then the inspector, or

30 other officer or officers, shall cause such obstruc-
-31 tion to be removed from such building; and the
32 expense of sirch removal shall be a lien on said
33 building, and be collected by the inspector or

34 other officer removing such obstruction, in the
35 same way as a mechanic’s lien is now collected.

1 Sect. 2. Section ten of chapter ninety-nine
2 of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as
3 to read as follows: Sect. 10. If a person makes
4 oath before a trial justice, or police, district or
5 municipal court, that he suspects or has probable
6 cause to suspect that a house or other building is
7 unlawfully used as and for a common gaming
8 house, for the purpose of gaming for money or

9 other property, and that idle and dissolute per-
-10 sons, or other persons, resort to the same for that
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11 purpose, such trial justice or court, whether the
12 names of the persons last mentioned are known
13 to the complainant or not, shall, in case satisfac-
-14 tory evidence is presented, issue a warrant com-

-15 manding the sheriff or his deputy, or any con-
-16 stable or police officer to enter into such house
17 or building and there to arrest all persons who
18 are there found playing for money or otherwise,
19 and all persons who are found present at any
20 game or sport there played for money or other
21 thing of value, and also the keepers of the same
22 and all persons present, whether engaged in play-
-23 ing or not, if the implements of gaming are found
24 in said place, and to take into their custody all
25 the implements of gaming as aforesaid, and all
26 the personal property, furniture and fixtures there
27 found, and to keep said persons, implements,
28 property, furniture and fixtures so that they may
29 be forthcoming before some court or magistrate,
30 to be dealt with according to law, and whoever
31 is found so playing or so present shall forfeit for
32 every such offence a sum not exceeding fifty
33 dollars.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

House of Representatives, June 8 (A. M.), 1887.
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