
HOUSE No. 312.

House of Representatives, March 21, 1889.

The Committee ou Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the petition of James H. Hopkins and others
for the erection of a, permanent dike in the harbor of Province-
town from a point near the western end of Proviucetown to
a point near Wood End Light House, report the following
Resolutions relative to the protection of Provincetown har-
bor by the construction of a permanent dike across the west-
ern portion thereof, and ask that these Resolutions he re-
ferred to the committee on Federal Relations.

For the Committee,

CHARLES P. RUGG.

House of Representatives, .March 21,1889.
Read and accepted. Sent up for concurrence.

EDWARD A. MCLAUGHLIN, Clerk.

Senate, March 25,1889.
Concurred.

HENRY D. COOLIDGE, Clerk.

House of Representatives, April 3, 1889.

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred
the Resolutions relative to the protection of Provincetown
harbor by the construction of a permanent dike across the
western portion thereof, report that the Resolutions ought
to be adopted.

For the Committee,
JOHN J. PREVAUX.

Commomoealtl) of IHassadjusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-nine.

RESOLUTIONS
Relative to the protection of Provincetown Harbor by the

construction of a permanent dike across the western por-
tion thereof.

1 Whereas, Provincetown harbor in this Commonwealth
2 is in imminent danger of serious and almost irreparable
3 injury from the continued inroads of drifting sand and
4 from the threatened breach by the sea of Long Point, the
5 narrow sandy barrier forming the western terminus of
6 the harbor ; and
7 Whereas, Provincetown harbor is one of the largest,
8 safest, and most commodious harbors on the Atlantic
9 coast of the United States, and its protection and preser-

10 vation is a matter of national importance and properly
11 within the jurisdiction of the United States ;

12 Resolved, That the accompanying memorial, addressed
13 to the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
14 in Congress assembled, be signed by the president of
15 the Senate and by the speaker of the House of Repre-
-16 sentatives, and that the secretary of the Commonwealth
17 is hereby instructed to transmit copies of the accompany-
-18 ing memorial to the presiding officers of both houses of
19 Congress, to the senators and members of Congress from
20 this Commonwealth, and to the secretary of war at
21 Washington, D. C.

Commomucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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To the Senate and Souse of Representatives in Congress assembled:

The Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled, present this Memorial:

1. Provincetown Harbor, at the extremity of Cape
Cod in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, is the only
harbor of refuge open to sea-going vessels between
Vineyard Sound and Boston Harbor. The harbor is
commodious and completely land-locked, affording a safe
anchorage for thousands of vessels at one time, and is
one of the largest and most easily accessible harbors on
the Atlantic coast of the United States. The harbor is
continually used by sea-going vessels. A careful record
kept by the keeper of Wood End Light House, near the
entrance to the harbor, shows that during the years
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, eighteen hundred and
seventy-seven and eighteen hundred and seventy-eight,
when the keeping of the record was required by the
officers of the United States, twenty-three thousand
eight hundred and sixteen sea going vessels passed in and
out of Provincetown harbor, of which number eleven
hundred and seventy-five were steamers. The number
of vessels using the harbor has not decreased since
eighteen hundred and seventy-eight. Apart from its
importance as a harbor of refuge, Provincetown is the
home port of a fleet that lands at Provincetown a fishery
product exceeding in value eight hundred thousand dol-
lars annually.

2. Provincetown harbor is semi-circular in form, with
sandy shores, the western half of which is formed by
Long Point, a narrow point of land, loss than one hun-

MEMORIAL.
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dred feet in width, several miles in length, composed of
loose beach sand. The preservation of Long Point is
essential to the preservation of the harbor. The action
of the wind and waves has so reduced the width of the
“Point” that some effective measures for its protection
are absolutely necessary. At a point a little north of
Wood End Light the “Point” has been reduced in
width from one hundred and thirty-two feet in eighteen
hundred and thirty-five to twenty-six feet in eighteen
hundred and eighty-nine. The breach of Long Point at
that place is the question of but a few years.

3. Into the western portion of Provincetown harbor
adjacent to Long Point, so called, flow several creeks,
the sources of which are among the loose sand-hills in
the rear of the town. The loosely held sand blown from
the hills into the creeks is continually carried into the
harbor in quantities so great that the anchorage in the
harbor has been perceptibly lessened. The inroads of
drifting sand advanced the shoal ground of the western
harbor, in the period from eighteen hundred and thirty-
five to eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, at least two
hundred and fifty feet into the former deep waters of the
harbor. Since eighteen hundred and sixty-eight the
advance of drifting sand into the harbor has been even
more rapid. Where in eighteen hundred and thirty-five
vessels at anchor floated at low water in six to ten
fathoms of water, sand bars now exist covered only by
six or seven feet of water at high tide.

4. The preservation of Provincetown harbor from
the existing dangers is absolutely necessary. A sub-
stantial permanent earth dike, of some five thousand feet
in length, constructed across the creeks flowing into said
harbor, extending from Stevens Point, near the western
part of the settled portion of Provincetown, across
House Point Island to some point southerly from Wood
End Light House on Long Point, would be an effective
remedy for the existing defects, —a safeguard against
the breach of the “Point,” and a barrier to the further
inroads of drifting sand through the creeks.

5. The foregoing facts are derived from oral and
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written evidence submitted at Provincetown to a com-
mittee of this legislature, which visited Provincetown
harbor and viewed the premises, and heard the parties
upon whose representations of danger to the harbor the
committee of this legislature acted.

6. To the end, therefore, that Provincetown harbor may
be protected from injury, and that appropriate protective
works may be constructed in said harbor, the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, with this memorial, does most
respectfully urge upon Congress the appropriation of a
liberal sum of money sufficient to construct a substantial
permanent dike across the western portion of Province-
town harbor, as set forth in this memorial.
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