
HOUSE No. 411.

[Mr. McCall of Winchester gives notice that he will move to substi-
tute this bill for the report of the committee on Election Laws, reference
to the next General Court.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-nine.

AN ACT
To restrict and regulate the Use of Money in

Elections.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. State, district, city, town and all
2 other committees of all political parties and politi-
-3 cal clubs and other equivalent organizations shall
4 cause to be kept by their treasurers detailed
5 accounts of all monies received by them, and of
6 the manner in which the same have been expended;
7 and within twenty days after any election at which
8 state officers or members of congress are chosen,
9 the treasurer of any such committee, club or other
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10 organization, which shall have expended in the
11 aggregate more than one hundred dollars in the
12 campaign preceding such election, or in any way
13 in connection with the same, shall file with the
11 secretary of the Commonwealth a return, setting
15 forth all of its receipts, and a detailed statement
16 of all its expenditures and disbursements.

1 Sect. 2. Any member of any of the commit-
-2 tees, clubs or other organizations described in
3 section one, who shall receive or disburse any
1 monies for political or campaign purposes, or in
5 connection with any election set forth in section
6 one, shall forthwith give to the treasurer of such
7 committee, club or other organization a detailed
8 statement of such receipts and expenditures; and
9 such treasurer shall include such statement in his

10 return, required by said section one. And no
11 member ofany of said committees, clubs or other
12 organizations shall receive, disburse or expend
13 any monies for political or campaign purposes, or

14 in connection with any election, unless the com-
-15 mittee, club or other organization of which he is
16 a member shall first have chosen a treasurer to
17 keep its accounts, as hereinbefore provided.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever shall be elected a member
2 of congress or to any state office, shall, within
3 ten days after such election, file with the secretary
4 of the Commonwealth a detailed statement of all
5 monies contributed, disbursed or expended by
6 him, in attempting to secure, or in any manner in
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7 connection with, his nomination or election to
8 such office, provided that all such monies shall
9 exceed in the aggregate one hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Any expenditure of money made to
2 influence or affect the action of a caucus or con-
-3 vention, or the result of an election, or the vote
4 or action of any person at a caucus or convention
5 or in an election, shall be deemed to be an illegal
6 expenditure, unless made for the purpose of circu-
-7 lating printed and written matter, or of holding
8 public meetings, caucuses or conventions, or of
9 maintaining political headquarters, or for other
10 things reasonably incidental to such purposes.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever is guilty of making an
2 illegal expenditure, within the meaning of this
3 act, or of violating any of the provisions of this
4 act, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one
5 thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not ex-
-6 ceeding one year.




