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House of Representatives, May 24, 1889

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the
Orders relative to authorizing school committees and super-
intendents of public schools to visit private schools, to ascer-
tain if the private schools are conducted in conformity with
the laws of this Commonwealth ; and amending section 1 of
chapter 47 of the Public Statutes relating to attendance of
children at school, by striking out, in lines 8 and 9 of said
section, the words “ if the person so neglecting was not able,
by reason of poverty, to send such child to school or,” and
in line 8 of said section, after the words “ twenty dollars,”
by inserting the words “ or imprisonment for not less than
one nor more than six months, or by such fine and imprison-
ment;” and a Bill (introduced on leave in the House) “ re-
lating to public schools and the attendance of children in the
public schools,” report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

THOMAS N. BICKNELL.

(Hommonrocaltl) of iHasoadjusctts.

Messrs. McEttrick, Davis, Keane and Bond, dissenting.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-nine.

AN ACT
Relating to Public Schools and the Attendance of

Children in the Public Schools.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every person having under his
2 control a child between the ages of eight and
3 fourteen years shall annually cause such child to
4 attend, for at least twenty weeks, some public
5 day school in the city or town in which he resides,
6 which time shall be divided, so far as the arrange-
-7 ment of school terms will allow, into two terms
8 each of ten consecutive weeks ; and for every
9 neglect of such duty the person offending shall

10 forfeit to the use of the public schools a sum not
11 exceeding twenty dollars; but if such child has
12 received, for a like period of twenty weeks, day
13 school instruction in the branches of learning
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14 required to be taught in the public schools, as
15 may be determined on examination by the school
16 committee of such city or town, or if his physical
17 or mental condition is such as to render such
18 attendance inexpedient or impracticable, such
19 penalty shall not be incurred.

1 Sect. 2. For the purposes of the preceding
2 section, school committees shall approve such
3 instruction only when it is given by the use of
4 the English language, and when they are satisfied
5 that it equals in thoroughness and efficiency the
6 instruction given in the public schools in the same

7 locality, and that equal progress is made under
8 such instruction in the studies required by law
9 with that made during the same time in the public

10 schools. The school committees of the several
11 towns shall also, during the month of May of
12 each year, ascertain the names, ages, residences,
13 number of weeks’ attendance at school for the
14 previous year, and the studies pursued in the
15 English branches of learning of all persons he-
ld tween the ages of eight and fourteen years, not
17 in attendance on the public schools, in accordance
18 with blanks provided by the State board of edu-
-19 cation, and shall make an annual report thereon to
20 the state hoard of education.




