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[Mr. Davis of Somerville dissents from the Report of the committee
on Education and recommends the substitution of this Bill for the bill
which is printed as House No. 504.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-nine.

AN ACT
To amend Sections One and Two of Chapter Forty-

seven of the Public Statutes, relating to Compul-
sory Education.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Itepresentatives

in General Court assembled, and by ike authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter forty-seven of the
2 Public Statutes is hereby amended by striking
3 out the following clauses: “But if the person
4 so neglecting was not able by reason of pov-
-5 erty, to send such child to school; ” “or if
6 such child is regularly attending a public or

7 private day school known as a half-time school,

(ftornmomumltl) of ittassacljuscits.



[May,2 COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

8 also approved by them; ” “or if such child has
9 been otherwise furnished for a like period of time

10 with the means of education.”
11 The section as amended will read as follows:
12 Section 1. Every person having under his
13 control a child between the ages of eight and
14 fourteen years shall annually cause such child to
15 attend for at least twenty weeks some public day
16 school in the city or town in which he resides,
17 which time shall be divided, so far as the arrange-
-18 ment of school terms will allow, into two terms
19 each of ten consecutive weeks; and for every
20 neglect of such duty the person offending shall
21 forfeit to the use of the public schools of such
22 city or town a sum not exceeding twenty dollars;
23 but if such child has attended for a like period of
24 time a private day school approved by the school
25 committee of such city or town, or has already
26 acquired the branches of learning taught in the
27 public schools, or if his physical or mental con-

-28 dition is such as to render such attendance inex-
-29 pedient or impracticable, such penalty shall not
30 be incurred.
31 Section two of chapter forty-seven of the Pub-
-32 lie Statutes is hereby amended by inserting after
33 the word “ therein ” in the second line, the phrase,
34 “in the studies required by law.”
35 The section as amended will read as follows:
36 Sect. 2. For the purposes of the preceding
37 section school committees shall approve a private
38 school only when the teaching therein, in the
39 studies required by law, is in the English lan-
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40 guage, and when they are satisfied that such
41 teaching equals in thoroughness and efficiency
42 the teaching in the public schools in the same
43 locality, and that equal progress is made by the
44 pupils therein, in the studies required by law,
45 with that made during the same time in the
46 public schools; but they shall not refuse to
47 approve a private school on account of the
48 religious teaching therein.




