
HOUSE No. 524.

House of Representatives, May 29, 1889.

The Special Committee, to whom was referred the Bill to
restrict and regulate the use of money in elections (House,
No. 411), report that the same ought to pass in a new draft
herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

SAMUEL W. McCALL.

Commonujcaltl) of iHasscichusette.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-nine.

AN ACT
To restrict and regulate the Use of Money in Elec-

tions.

Be it enacted hy t/ie Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. State, district, city, town and all
2 other committees of all political parties, political
3 clubs and other equivalent organizations, and all
4 committees formed to assist in the election of any
5 candidate for a political office shall cause to be
6 kept by their treasurers detailed accounts of all

7 monies received by them, and of the manner in
8 which the same have been expended; and within
9 thirty days after any election at which state

10 officers or members of congress are chosen, the
11 treasurer of any such committee, club or other
12 organization, which shall have expended in the
13 aggregate more than one hundred dollars in the
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14 campaign preceding such election, or in any way
15 in connection with the same, shall file with the
16 secretary of the Commonwealth a return, sub-
-17 scribed and sworn to by him, setting forth all of
18 its receipts, and a detailed statement of all its
19 expenditures and disbursements. Any three per-
-20 sons who collect or disburse funds for election
21 purposes shall be deemed to be a committee
22 within the meaning of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Any member of any of the commit-
-2 tees, clubs or other organizations described in
3 section one, who shall receive or disburse any
4 moneys for political or campaign purposes, or in
5 connection with any election set forth in section
6 one, shall forthwith give to the treasurer of such
7 committee, club or other organization a detailed
8 statement of such receipts, disbursements and ex-
-9 penditures; and such treasurer shall include such

10 statement in his return, required by said section
11 one. And no member of any of said committees,
12 clubs or other organizations shall receive, disburse
13 or expend any moneys for political or campaign
14 purposes, or in connection with any election,
15 unless the committee, club or other organization
16 of which he is a member shall first have chosen a
17 treasurer to keep its accounts, as hereinbefore
18 provided.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever shall be a candidate before
2 any caucus or convention, or at any election, for
3 the office of representative in the congress of the
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4 United States, or for any state office, shall, within
5 thirty days after the time fixed by law for the
6 election to such office, file with the secretary of
7 the Commonwealth a detailed statement, sub-
-8 scribed and sworn to by him, of all moneys con-

-9 tribnted, disbursed, promised or expended by him,
10 or by any one, to the best of his knowledge and
11 belief in his behalf in attempting to secure, or in
12 any manner in connection with, the nomination or
13 election to such office; provided, that all such
14 moneys shall exceed in the aggregate one hundred
15 dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Whoever shall wilfully make any
2 false statement in any return or statement re-
-8 quired by this act shall be deemed guilty of per-
-4 jury, and whoever shall violate any of the provi-
-5 sions of this act shall be punished byr fine not
0 exceeding one thousand dollars or by imprison-
-7 ment not exceeding one year.

1 Sect. 5. The returns and statements required
2 by this act shall be made in conformity with the
3 following schedules:

[Schedule for candidates.]

I do solemnly swear that the following is a full and true
statement of all moneys contributed, disbursed, promised or ex-
pended by me, or by any one to the best of my knowledge and
belief in my behalf, to secure my nomination or election to the
office of

(1) Cost of printed and written matter and circulation of same.
(2) Amounts paid to campaign committees, clubs and other

political organizations.
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(3) Amounts paid for the services of any person on election
day, stating specifically the nature of the services rendered.

(4) Other expenses to be specified iu detail.

[Signed]

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of
at

A. B. Justice of the Peace [or] Notary Public.

[Schedule for treasurers.]

I the treasurer of do solemnly swear that
the following is a full and true statement of the receipts, disburse-
ments and expenditures of the for [here specify the elec-
tion] .

(1) Receipts.
(a) Amounts received from all persons holding a state or

national office.
(b) Amounts received from other contributors.
(c) Amounts received from all other sources.

(2) Expenditures.
(а) Cost of printed and written matter and circulation of

same.
(б) Cost of public meetings and parades.
(c) Other expenses to be specified in detail.

[Signed]

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of
at

A. B. Justice of the Peace [or] Notary Public.

1 Sect. G. This act shall lake effect upon the
2 first day of September, eighteen hundred and
3 ninety.








