
 

Every May, the Commonwealth recognizes a new teacher of the year. Here, 2018 Massachusetts Teacher 
of the Year Cara Pekarcik, a science teacher at North Quincy High School, is applauded by the school's 
student body on May 9, 2017.  

Dear District Leaders, Educators, and Community Stakeholders: 

Below is the latest news on the development and administration of the next-generation MCAS. 
Please share this update with your networks.  
 
In addition, ESE is working to improve communication with school districts, parents, 
policymakers, and the general public. Please take two minutes to complete our survey. Your 
feedback will help inform our communication strategy. Thank you. 
 

Abington High School Student: “I was so proud” I passed MCAS 
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█ After starting on April 3, the testing window for the next-generation MCAS in English 

language arts and math for grades 3–8 ended on May 26. (Students do not test that entire 

time; districts and schools determine which dates within the window they will give the test.) 

The test was available in both paper-based and computer-based versions, and over 400,000 

computer-based tests were completed without any widespread technical issues. When local 

technology problems arose, districts worked in partnership with ESE’s assessment team to 

address the issues. Legacy MCAS testing at the high school level continues until early June.  

 

█ Looking ahead, ESE will continue to phase in computer-based testing. Most fourth and 
eighth graders took the computer-based test this spring, and grades 5 and 7 will join them in 
spring 2018 (many districts have already used the computer-based tests beyond grades 4 
and 8). The spring 2018 tests in Science and Technology/Engineering for grades 5 and 8 will 
also be next-generation computer-based tests. For grade 10, the next-generation English 
language arts and Mathematics MCAS will be given for the first time in spring 2019. 

 

 
New parent/guardian reports coming for next-generation MCAS 

  
 

█ New features under consideration to help educators, parents, and students understand the 
new test results include easy-to-read graphics and new ways to compare student and school 
performance within the same district and across the state. A workgroup consisting of 
parents, educators, and testing experts is meeting to make recommendations on the new 
reports. 

 
█ On a related note, ESE, educators, and testing experts will set standards this summer for 

which scores will fall into which next-generation MCAS achievement level: Exceeding 
Expectations, Meeting Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations, and Not Meeting 
Expectations. 
 

 
History/Social Science standards panel begins review process 

  
█ The History and Social Science Review Panel has been charged with making 

recommendations to revise the 2003 Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum 
Framework based on developments in the field and lessons learned from implementation 
over the past 14 years. The committee is also considering what implications its 
recommendations would have for the development of the next-generation MCAS in this 
content area. 
 

█ The following is a draft timeline of the panel’s work: 
o By the end of 2017 – Develop overall project vision, review structure, and initial 

MCAS planning 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3335041/ESE-Communication
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/final.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/hss/final.pdf


o January to June 2018 – Complete draft standards, elicit public comment, bring to 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for discussion and vote on adoption  

o September 2018 to June 2020 – Disseminate and implement revised standards  
o June 2018 to December 2019 – Develop History and Social Science MCAS 

assessment 
o TBD – Incorporate History and Social Science assessment as part of the 

competency determination required for graduation 
 

 

 
    www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/  

 
     www.doe.mass.edu/candi/standardsreview  

 
If you're not on our mailing list, please subscribe 

School administrators may also find the Student Assessment Update to be useful. 
It is sent to principals, test coordinators, special education directors, and ELL directors.  

 

 

  

  

Contact: 
Jass Stewart 
Special Assistant to the 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the 
Commissioner 
781-338-3105 
jstewart@doe.mass.edu 

 

 

 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/standardsreview
http://eepurl.com/cDxSZD
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/updates.html
mailto:jstewart@doe.mass.edu

