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In memory of Mitchell Chester, Massachusetts Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education, 
2008–2017 

Dear District Leaders, Educators, and Community Stakeholders: 

As you may have heard, Mitchell Chester passed away unexpectedly from an illness on June 
26. He had served as commissioner of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
since May 2008.  

Commissioner Chester, 65, was the longest serving of the country's current chief state school 
officers and a sought-after voice on school and district turnaround, assessment, and other 
education topics. 

Commissioner Chester began his career as an elementary school teacher in Connecticut and 
became a middle school assistant principal and district curriculum coordinator before joining the 
Connecticut State Department of Education, where he oversaw curriculum and instructional 
programs. In 1997, he was named the executive director for accountability and assessment for 
Philadelphia, and in 2001, he moved to Ohio, where he served as the senior associate 
superintendent for policy and accountability for the Ohio Department of Education. During his 
time in Massachusetts, Commissioner Chester took what he learned from people and from his 
own studies and used it to continuously improve the Commonwealth's public elementary and 
secondary schools until they were the best in the country.   

For all the work he did as a steadfast and reserved public official, Commissioner Chester never 
lost the sense of fun he felt around students. He was, after all, a former elementary school 
teacher, and he was happy to listen to students or read to them during one of his many visits to 
schools. 

Commissioner Chester is survived by his wife Angela Sangeorge and son Nicholas of 
Winchester, four other adult children, three grandchildren, and two siblings. A public memorial 
service is being planned for August. We will provide additional details in the August next-
generation MCAS update.  

He will be deeply missed by his colleagues at ESE, in state government, and in the field of 
education, as well as by friends and admirers from near and far. 

 

 
ELA and math curriculum frameworks update 

  

█ ELA and Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks Now Online. The 2017 curriculum 

frameworks for English Language Arts and Literacy and for Mathematics are now available 

online in their final form. Please note that these documents have not changed substantively 

since the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adopted them in March. Standards 

have been proofread for typographical errors, guidance material has been copyedited for 

clarity and consistency, and all content has been reformatted. Each framework is 

accompanied by a document highlighting the most substantive differences between the 2011 

standards and the 2017 standards. Additional resources supporting implementation of the 

2017 frameworks will be released throughout the 2017–2018 academic year. 

█ Quick Reference Guides to the 2017 ELA/Literacy Curriculum Framework now 

available. Four quick reference guides to the 2017 Curriculum Framework for English 

Language Arts and Literacy are now available. The first, "Massachusetts Anchor Standards 

for Reading," shows how the 10 anchor standards work together to define what and how 

students should read in school. Two additional quick reference guides, one tailored to 

the elementary grades and another for the secondary grades, describe the role of close 

reading in the standards and in the classroom. A fourth, "Text Complexity and the Growth of 

Reading Comprehension," provides guidelines and resources designed to help educators 

choose appropriately complex texts for their students. Each two-page quick reference guide 
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is designed to be widely accessible and easy to distribute, and additional guides will be 

released on a rolling basis throughout the summer and school year. 

█ Teach Plus Holding Frameworks Conference with Help from ESE. Teach Plus, with 

cooperation from ESE, is holding a free conference for educators about the English language 

arts, math, and science and technology/engineering curriculum frameworks that have been 

updated in the last two years. "Implementing the New Massachusetts Curriculum 

Frameworks: What You Need to Know About Changes in the Standards" will be held from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday, August 3, 2017 at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel, 181 

Boston Post Road West, Marlborough. Registration is available online at the link above. 

Anyone with questions can contact Sasha Zuflacht at szuflacht@teachplus.org. 

 

 
    www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/  

Contact: 

Jass Stewart 
Special Assistant to the 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the 
Commissioner 
781-338-3105 
jstewart@doe.mass.edu 

If you're not on our mailing list, please subscribe 

School administrators may also find the Student Assessment Update to be useful. 
It is sent to principals, test coordinators, special education directors, and ELL directors.  
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