
HOUSE No. 11.

To the Senate and House of Representatives , in General Court
assembled, January Session, A. D., 184i.

The undersigned, commissioners appointed by the Governor
and Council, under the Resolve of March 22d, 1843, have
attended to the duty assigned them, and ask leave to

as follows

They find, that although the commissioners appointed for
that purpose in 1835, have procured and placed in the office of
the Treasurer and Receiver General, certain weights and bal-
ances, intended to be used as standards in this Commonwealth,
no Legislative act has ever established and declared them to be
standards.

The first section of the Bill hereto annexed, is intended to
supply this defect, and to provide for the establishment of such
further standards, as may be hereafter procured.

To remedy an evil of very general extent and considerable
magnitude, occasioned by the uncertain character of the seals
heretofore used by the various public sealers, the second section
of the same act is so drawn, as to give distinctness and certainty
to those seals.
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The duty of every county to be provided with full sets of the
standard weights and balances ; and of every town to supply
itself with exact copies at least, of the avoirdupois weights and
balances, is too manifest to require argument.

The third section of the Bill, herewith reported, contains the
needful provisions on this subject. But as the commissioners
were of the opinion that one set of the Troy weights and bal-
ances would be adequate for each county, and that in some
cases, weights of polished iron instead of brass, would be suffi-
cient, the section is framed accordingly.

Under the existing provisions of law, which contain no au-
thority for sealers to make any charge for repairing defective
weights and balances, and which in other particulars fail to
provide adequate compensation for those public servants, great
inconveniences exist, the removal of which is the object of the
4th, oth, and 6th sections of the Bill hereto annexed.

With these few observations upon a subject, which every
member of the General Court will readily appreciate and un-
derstand ; the commissioners respectfully submit the following
draft of An Act concerning Weights and Measures.

SAMUEL A. ELIOT,
JOHN A. BOLLES.

Boston, January 18, 1844.
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AN ACT

Concerning Standard Weights and Measures, and the
sealing of Weights and Measures.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs, viz :—

1 Sec. 1. The several Avoirdupois and Troy weights
2 and balances, procured for this Commonwealth by the
3 commissioners appointed for that purpose in 1835,
4 shall henceforward be used as the sole standard of
5 weight in this Commonwealth, and shall be kept by
6 the Treasurer and Receiver General, or by such deputy
7 as he may from year to year appoint. Whenever said
8 commissioners, or their successors, shall in like man-
-9 ner procure new standard measures of capacity, the

10 same shall be kept as above provided, and shall on
11 being deposited with the Treasurer, become thence-
-12 forth, the sole standard measures of capacity in Mas-
-13 sachusetts.

(CommouumiltD of jHassacijusctts.
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1 Sec. 2. The seals used by the various sealers of
2 weights and measures, shall hereafter be as follows,
3 viz. by the State Treasurer, and his deputy the letters
4 C M, by the county treasurer the initial and final let-
-5 tors of their respective counties, followed by the let-
-6 ters Co., by the town sealers, the name of their respec-
-7 tivo towns, or such intelligible abbreviation thereof, as
8 the selectmen shall prescribe.
1 Sec. 3. Each county treasurer, shall be constantly

2 supplied at the expense of the county, with perfect
3 duplicate sets of said Avoirdupois standard weights
4 and balances, and of one set of said standard Troy
5 weights, and of one or both said standard Troy balan-
-6 ces, except that the Avoirdupois weights of 5 lbs. and
7 upwards, may be made of polished iron instead of
8 brass, said duplicates, with said exception, to be con-
-9 formable in materials and all other respects to the

10 State standards, and once at least in every ten years
11 to be tried, proved, and sealed by the State Treasurer
12 or his deputy. And every town shall be provided at
13 its own expense, for the use of the town treasurer or
14 sealer, with a perfect duplicate set of said Avoirdupois
15 balance, and all the said Avoirdupois weights, (made
16 of polished iron or of brass,) which shall once at least
17 every ten years, be examined and sealed by the county
18 treasurer.

1 Sec. 4. Each sealer of weights and measures, in-
-2 eluding the state treasurer and hisdeputy, and thecoun-
-3 ty treasurer, shall receive a fee of three cents for every
4 weight, measure, scale, beam, or balance, by him
5 sealed, and a reasonable compensation for all repairs,
6 alterations, and adjustments thereof, which he may be
7 required to make.
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1 Sec. 5. Every sealer of weights and measures

2 shall, in the month of May in every year, give public
3 notice, as provided hy R. S. c. 30, s. 16, for every in-
-4 habitant of his town who uses weights or measures for
5 the purposes of buying and selling, and for all others
6 who have the same, to bring in their measures,
7 weights, balances, scales, and beams, to be examined,
8 adjusted and sealed. And every person who shall
9 presume to buy or sell by any other weights or mea-

10 sures, scales or balances, than those which have been
11 sealed as above provided, or as provided in the follow-
-12 ing section, shall forfeit the sum of 20 dollars for ev-
-13 ery such offence, one half to the use of the town, and
14 the other half to the complainant.

1 Sec. 6. The sealer of every town shall go once in
2 every year, when requested by the owner or keeper
3 thereof, to every hay scales, or platform balance, which
4 cannot be readily moved, and try, prove, and seal the
5 same ; and every person using any such scale or plat-
-6 form, in buying or selling, that has not been so tried
7 and sealed at least once in every year, shall be subject
8 to the forfeiture mentioned in the preceding section.
9 And no sealer of weights and measures, except for the

10 purposes of this section, shall carry his standard
11 weights, scales, or measures, from one place to another
12 within the town.

1 Sec. 7. All provisions of law inconsistent with this
2 act, are hereby repealed.




