
HOUSE No. 33.

[Reported by the Special Committee on the Petition of Abbott Lawrence and
2000 others.]

House of Representatives, Feb. 19, 1844.

The Special Committee upon the petition ofAbbott Lawrence
and two thousand others, asking that indemnification might
be made to the owners of the property which was destroyed
by a mob on Mount Benedict, on the 11th of August, 1834,
have attended to the Order of the House, passed on the 9th
inst., wherein they are instructed to consider and report —

“ Ist, Would the owners of the pioperty destroyed on Mount
Benedict have been entitled to any remuneration, and from
whom, if the law in relation to riots, passed in 1839, had
been in existence when the property was destroyed?

“2ndly, Are there any reasons, and ifany, what, which should
induce the Commonwealth to grant indemnity to the Con-
vent for the loss sustained by them; and have the owners of
said property any claim, and, if any, what, in equity or jus-
tice, upon the Commonwealth for any remuneration T’ and
direct me to

That they have heard the testimony of several gentlemen,
citizens of the town of Charlestown, who were present when the
dreadful outrage was committed, and some of whom were Select-
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men at the time; the result of rvhich examination is, that your
Committee arc unanimously and decidedly of opinion, that had
the law, now upon our statute book, and which was passed in
1839, in regard to riots, been in force on the 11th of August,
1834, the owners of the property would have been entitled to
indemnification from the town of Charlestown.

In regard to the second branch of the inquiry, there is a dif-
ference of opinion in the minds of your Committee, as to the
course which should be pursued ; and, in the belief that such
investigation, as would be adequate to furnish to the House all
the circumstances, which they suppose should be presented be-
fore final action upon this important question, cannot be had
in the short time during which the present Legislature will
probably still be in session, they have directed me to recom-
mend that it be referred to the next General Court.

Per order of Committee,

J. THOS. STEVENSON.


