
HOUSE No. 38.

To His Excellency , Marcus Morton, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the Honorable Council:

The Commissioners appointed pursuant to a Resolve of the
24th of March last, to locate grants, and determine the ex-
tent of possessory claims under the late treaty with Great
Britain, have the honor most respectfully to

That, soon after our appointment, we repaired to the field of
our labors, where we met the commissioners on the part of the
State of Maine, and in conjunction with them commenced the
duties assigned us. In consequence of most of the settlers be-
ing unable to speak or understand our language, and their ig-
norance of our laws and institutions, we found our duties much
retarded, and more perplexing and arduous than was anticipat-
ed by us; for the most part, however, the settlers were well
disposed, and ready to lend ns their aid and assistance in fur-
therance of the object of the treaty and the Resolves of the
Legislature.

We commenced our labors at the mouth of Little Black Riv-
er, and have finished investigating the settlers’ claims, survey-
ing and setting off their lands by metes and bounds, down the
St. John’s River about thirty-five miles, including the back lots
in the vicinity of said river. We have also made considerable
progress in investigating the claims of the settlers as far as the
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eastern boundary line on the river St. John’s, but have been
unable, for want of time, to fully and entirely complete the in-
vestigations and surveys assigned us by the Resolves; we,
however, hope to be able so to do in the course of the next
season.

It is required by the Resolves under which we were appoint-
ed, that the commissioners obtain authenticated copies of all
grants made by the British Government, within the territory
which has heretofore been in dispute within the State of Maine,
and return them to the Land Office with the survey. In June
last, application was made to the Governor General of New
Brunswick for such copies ; but he, deeming himself without
authority to furnish them, on application of the commissioners
of the two States, declined to comply with the request, and the
whole subject was referred to the Executives of the two States,
It will readily be perceived that we cannot fulfil the require-
ments of the Resolves without them: and it is for your Honor-
able Body to determine whether any other action on the part
of the Executive of this Commonwealth is required.

SAM. C. ALLEN,
SAM. JONES.

Boston , Dec. 20, 1843.
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House of Representatives, Jau. 19, 1844.

Ordered
,

That the Committee on Public Lauds enquire
whether any, and what further legislation is necessary in re-
gard to the location of grants upon the public lands, in the
State of Maine, under the recent treaty with Great Britain;
also, what expenses have already been incurred under the
commission, in relation to said grants, established by certain
Resolves of the last Legislature—how many commissioners
have been appointed, and what sums have been paid to each,
and what further expenditures will be necessary under said
Resolves, whether said commission may not be abolished with-
out detriment to the public interest, and the duties thereof
transferred to the Land Agent—and what would have been
the expense of originally locating said grants by said Land
Agent.

Sent up for concurrence.

Senate, January 23, 1844.

Concurred.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

CHAS. W. STOREY, Jr. Clerk.
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House of Representatives. Feb. 21, 1844.

The Committee on Public Lands, who were directed by an
order passed January 19, 1544, to enquire whether any, and
what, further legislation is necessary in regard to the location
of grants upon the public lands, in the State of Maine, under
the recent treaty with Great Britain ;■—also, what expenses
have already been incurred under the commission in relation
to said grants, established by certain resolves of the last Le-
gislature, how many commissioners have been appointed,
and what sums have been paid to each, and what further
expenditures will be necessary under said resolves, whether
said commission may not be abolished without detriment to
the public interest, and the duties thereof transferred to the
land agent, and what would have been the expense of origi-
nally locating said grants by said land agent,'—having attend-
ed to that duty, ask leave to

as follows ;

The resolve referred to in the above order was passed March
14, 1843, and the most important question referred to your com-
mittee is, whether this resolve should be repealed. In this
point of view it is especially necessary to consider another ques-
tion comprised in the order of reference, namely, what expenses
have been already incurred by the commissioners. On this
point, however, your committee are not able to speak defini-
tively.
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The number of commissioners appointed by the executive is
three. Their report, presented to the Governor and Council
Dec. 20th, 1843, contains a partial statement of their proceed-
ings to that date. It also appears by the report of the land
agent, [Senate Document, No. 3,] that there has been paid to
the commissioners, on account of services and supplies, several
sums, amounting in all to $2,087 43.

But it is provided in the resolve of 1843, that “ the said com-
missioners shall make a report to the Governor and Council of
all their doings, who are hereby authorized to audit their ac-
counts, and to allow them such compensation for their services
as to them shall appear reasonable and proper, not exceeding
three dollars per day, and the land commissioner is hereby
authorized to pay said commissioners the amount so allowed.”

As no action on the subject has been had by the Governor
and Council, and no precise account of expenses has yet been
rendered by the commissioners themselves, your committee are
unable, as before observed, to give any information on this point
which could be considered accurate. They feel bound to say,
however, that in their judgment the advances made by the land
agent were absolutely necessary to fulfil the purport of the re-
solve, and that they find no reason to believe that any unne-
cessary expenses have been incurred on behalf of the commis-
sioners, or that any of them have neglected or violated their
duty in any other particular.

As the labors of the commissioners are unfinished, and as
their is good reason to believe that they may be terminated
during the coming season, and as the interruption at this mo-
ment of the course thus far pursued might produce great public
inconvenience, your committee cannot recommend the closing
of the commission at this time, but they are satisfied that every
useful purpose will be answered by continuing the same to the
end of the coming summer and autumn, especially, if the oper-
ations of the commissioners are confined to such portions of the
territory, referred to in the fifth article of the Treaty of Wash-
ington, as are held in common by the State of Maine and this
Commonwealth; and with these views your committee offer
the subjoined resolves.
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Your committee deem it proper to state, that the Common-
wealth is unquestionably and obviously entitled to remunera-
tion from the General Government, for all expenses which have
been or may be incurred, either by the commissioners or the
land agent, in carrying into effect the fifth article of the Treaty
of Washington.

As your committee arc not aware of the necessity of any
other legislative measure in relation to the public lands, they
ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the
above order.

Per order.

J. C. GRAY.
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RESOLVES
In addition to Resolves, entitled “ Resolves authorizing

the appointment of Commissioners to locate grants
and determine the extent of possessory claims under
the late treaty with Great Britain.”

Resolved, That the powers and duties of any Com-
missioners who have been, or may be appointed by the
Governor and Council, in virtue of the resolves to

which these resolves are in addition, shall cease and
determine from and after the first day of January next,
and the duties of said Commissioners shall thenceforth
be performed by the Land Agent. And the said Com-
missioners are hereby directed to make their first re-
port to the Governor and Council on or before the said
day, in the manner provided in the said resolves.

Resolved, That the said Commissioners shall hence-
forth confine their surveys to lands held by this Com-
monwealth in common with the State of Maine.

housi
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.




