
HOUSE No. 43.

House of Representatives. Feb. 23, 1844.

The Committee on Education, to whom was re-committed their
report on “ the expediency of furnishing each school district
in the Commonwealth with a copy of the Common School
Journal,” have further considered the subject, and submit the
following

The Common School Journal is a periodical published in
semi-monthly numbers, of sixteen octavo pages each, making
every year a volume of four hundred and sixteen pages, under
the editorial supervision of the Secretary of the Board of Edu-
cation, and which has now reached its sixth volume.

The Committee are fully convinced that the distrihution of a
journal of this description among the several school districts,
would be beneficial, in the highest degree, to the Common
Schools, and, in general, to the improvement of education, in
all its branches, throughout the Commonwealth.

The order contemplates a subscription by the Common-
wealth, for three thousand copies, at least, of the Common
School Journal, not for one year only, but for an indefinite
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time; and the committee are clearly and unanimously of opin-
ion, that if the project is to be entertained at all by the Legis-
lature, the object can be effected most properly, with the great-
est convenience, and in the most economical manner, by pass-
ing the resolves herewith reported.

For the committee,

L. S. CUSHING.
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RESOLVES
For Establishing a Journal for the use and improvement

of Common Schools.

Resolved , That the Secretary of the Board of Educa-
tion be, and he hereby is, authorized and empowered
to publish a semi-monthly journal, each number of which
shall contain not more than sixteen octavo pages, for the
advancement of the cause of education, and the improve-
ment of the Common Schools in this Commonwealth.

Resolved, That, for the purpose aforesaid, the Secreta-
ry of the Commonwealth be, and he hereby is, authorized
and directed to issue proposals for stereotyping and pub-
lishing the said journal, and to contract therefor, on behalf
of the Commonwealth, with such person or persons as
will undertake the same, on the most advantageous terms
to the Commonwealth, and will give bond for the due per-
formance of such contract, to the satisfaction of the said
secretary.

Resolved, That the said journal be sent to each school
district in the Commonwealth, for the use thereof, in such
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manner, and at such times, as the Secretary of the Board
of Education may direct.

Resolved, That the stereotype plates of the said jour-
nal, and the copyright of the same, shall be and remain
the property of the Commonwealth.

Resolved, That the proceeds of the sale of the said
journal, after supplying the several districts as aforesaid,
shall and may be appropriated by the Secretary of the
Board of Education, in such manner as he may think
proper, in paying writers for contributions to the said jour-
nal, in obtaining illustrations and plans to be published
therein, and in otherwise improving the character of the
same : provided, the sum so expended shall not exceed
two hundred dollars in any year, and the balance, if any,
shall be paid into the treasury.

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he hereby is, au-
thorized and empowered, from time to time, to draw his
warrants on the treasury for whatever sums of money may
be necessary to carry these Resolves into execution ; pro-
vided, that the money so expended shall be taken from the
income of the School Fund, and shall not exceed the sum
of one thousand dollars a year.


