
HOUSE No. 48.

House of Representatives, Feb. 23, 1844

The Special Committee upon the petition of Mary W. Healy
and four hundred and eleven others, operatives in the manu-
factories in the city of Lowell, present a

In order to understand the nature and the extent of the evil
represented in the petition, as also the best remedy, it will be
necessary to thoroughly examine the manufacturing system,
not only in Lowell, but throughout the Commonwealth. This
your Committee would be unable to do during the present ses-
sion of the General Court.

If the evils are such as to demand the aid of legislation, it
should be based upon accurate and extensive knowledge. This
your Committee do not possess; they, therefore, ask that the
subject may be referred to the next General Court.

For the Committee,

GEO. S. BOUTWELL. Chairman

Commoittot.iUi) at iHaBBScIjUBtUB.

REPORT.



2 PETITION OF MARY W. HEALY. [Feb. ’44.]

To the Honorable the Senate , and House of Representatives , of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts , in General Court con-
vened :

We, whose names are hereto affixed, operatives in the manu-
factories, and other citizens of Lowell, having learned by pain-
ful experience and observation, that weariness of body, lassitude
of mind, neglect of many of the nobler duties of life, and a con-
sequent disrelish for domestic, mental and moral pursuits,—
together with a compensation illy proportioned, already, to the
task of the operative, and being reduced in a fearful ratio, —are
among the legitimate results of the present mode of operations
in the manufacturing establishments in our midst, respectfully
pray your honorable body so to modify all charters granted,
within the limits of your jurisdiction, for protecting the rights
and regulating the duties of Manufacturing Corporations, as to
forbid the running of machinery for the manufacture of yarn or
cloth more than ten hours per day.

In view of the temptations to the abuse of authority, arising
from partial monopoly of power, we earnestly petition that such
protection as your honorable body can grant, may be as gener-
ously extended toward the employed as toward the employer,

and trusting in the wisdom and benevolence of those who legis-
late for the people, we confidently ask, and shall ever continue
our petition, that no charter may hereafter be given that shall
allow labor to be executed for the above-named purpose, more
than ten hours per day.

MARY W. HEALY and 411 others.

PETITION


